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TETRAVYMUS. 

C O NTA1 NI N G 

I. HODEGUSj or the P i l l a r of Cloud 

andFire, that guided the Ifraelites in the Wil- 
cfernels, not miraculous: but, as faithfully re- 
lated injpAwfa^a thing equally pra&is'd by other na- 
tions, and in thofe places not onely ufeful but neccflary. 

II. CLIDOPHORUS5 or of the Exoteric 
akd Esoteric Philosophy, that is, of the 
External and Internal^ DoSrine of the antients ; the 
one open and public, accommodated to popular Pre- 
judices and the eftablifh'd Religions s the other pri- 
vate and fecret, wherin, to the few capable and difcretc, 
Was taught the real TRUTH ftript of all difguifes. 

HI/HYPAT I A3 or the hiftory of a moft beautiful, 

moft virtuous, moft learned, and every way ac- 
c o m p li s h'd La dyj who was torn to pieces by 
the Cle r g y of Alexandria^ to gratify the pride, 
emulation, and cruelty of their Archbijhop Cyri l, 
commonly but undeiervedly ftil'd Saint C ; y a i l. 

IV. MANGONEUTES: being a defense 

- ofNazarenus, addrefs'd to the right reverend 
John lord Bifbop of London > againft his Lord- 
ftiip's Chaplain Dr., M a n g e y, his Dedicator 
Mr. Pat terson 9 and (who ought . to have been 
nam'd firft) the reverend Dr. Brett, once belong- 
ing to his Lordrtiip's Church. 
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'■ HE Title-pages of the follow- 

ing Diffmatkni do clearly e- 
nough indicate Iheir feverat 
fflbjects: but the defign of 
writing, and the occalion of 
publiihing each,require IQiou'd 
gi»e fome neceflary informati- 
on to the Reader, before he 
begins to perufe them. After 
acquainting my fclf, in the 
... .- beft manner 1 was able, with 

the various origms ,„ d ^^ conBimrions of the Greec 
and Roman Republics, not forgetting the Perlian and o- 
ther Monarchic. ; I judg'd my pains might be no lefs a- . 
greeabl, rewarded, if I mou'd ufe the lif e means, to get 
;'■»'" non»n M poffibU of the M o 9 in Thirl,, 
or the Governmemof the Ifraelites. The curioliiy that', 

ch'Sec" """' "'** " h '"" f ° aDll,il ' <" « ">« 

vehemently urg'4 me to pry not indlligently into fochft- 
motc antiquities: and my duly, as the Religion I profeft- 
was founded on the Mo&uc i.ftiuUm, inlpVd me with 
Bill greater ardor in my refearches. But as the polity of 
the Jews cou'd not be rearm without their hiflory, both 
contain d in the fame books, and in the fame thread of 
narration interwoven; fo, notwiihlhnding the almoft 
impenetrable obfconty with which thofe books are accui'd, 
1 continually made fuch difcoveries in them, relating lo 
matters either different from what was taught by my 
guides, or that were not taught by any at ail, as prov'i 
A a to 
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to me no lefs tntertaining than iriftruaive. A principal 
head among others was, tbatfeveraltraufkSions generally 
' under ft a^d to be miraculous, ipere in reality very natural; 
wtytttver the fuperftltious appiehenflons or fome, and the 
Carelef* reading of others, led them to conceive. But 
fuch things, once taken for granted, foon become univer- 
4 fx\ preconceptions; and fo are never after eraattn'd; qt 
with as 'univerfal oppofition to him, that prefumes on 
thofe inquiries. The difcoveries I made of this fore 
created in me a higher veneration for Mose tf, than even 
»wa$ inftMi'4 by my in ft ru dors, and on betfer^ grouncjs. 
They did equally arm me againft fuch, as, not content 
with their own grofs interpretations, fuperadd the num- 
erous Tractions of others • tod alfo againft thofe, who 
re/ tit the Pentateuch as intirely fabulous, and who will 
not allow either the wfMom orfan^Uty of the Mosaic 
Laips. O&eof thofe difcoveries makes the fubje$ of 
HOD EG US, or the firft JXJfertation ; wherein there 
are ft>{ne other points incidentally difcuiyd, not unwor- 
thy obfervation. Wherfofe my defigti in this publication, 
listokqake.MosfS better underftood, afd confequqitly 
-more e^fily believ'd: Mfbich is as well to defend hub a- 
gainfl thoie^who unreasonably believe him not at all , as alfo 
qgajnft thofe, who by their .sbfurct belief render him incrc- 
-dit>te. The Aile of the OldTeftamcnt is exjureroety hyper- 
bolical t even \\\ the books that are written in profe ; but 
. m the poetical books wonderfully magnificent, and this 
fomtfrrjes in the defqiiption of the mod ordinary events 
Thus a ftoc m, (for example) is often reprefestfed in fuch 
.pompous terras, 3s if the whole frame of twture had. been 
.cotiy*ls'«i, aqd the Upivqrfe on the pQint of d&blutioit. 
Every thing great, or beautiful, or excellent in its kind* 
is attributed to GQD, or denominated from him: as a 
mighty Prince is call'd a. Prince of GOD as Abraham, 
profound flecp afletpfnm pie LORD, a numerous 
army tie army of GO D y extreme fear the fear of the 
LORD, high mountains the. mountains of GO D, a great 
river the river of GOD. as Jordan, tall cedars the cedars 
of G0J> 9 a very largecity the great city of G D as Ni* 
Pfal. fs. 6. niveh, with many more Itich examples, which might be 
Pfal. 6f. 9. produced at pieafure. Every thing thcrfcre that's hypcrbo* 
Pfal. 80. lical is not ilratt to be counted supernatural, nor what's 
10. jod. onely magnificent to be admir'd at miraculous: beiides 
i. \. that whatever can beexplakTd by ordinary means, any 

thing whole, phenomena are eafily folv'd, and whqrof the 

like 
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like has often happen *d elfwbere, will by. do man, w*o!s 
.HOC ftroqgly prcpofTefs'd with the 'errors of his education, 
bcc0uhi|e4 a pvjacle. Several years are paft fince I wrote 
this' DiffcrMUw. I fent the plan of it to a learned gen- 
tlenwvnow alive, who (haw'ditto fane good ja<sge$, ;. . . 
itod ha4 theft- approbation. Since that timer have fecn a 
Difcourfeo/i this Subjec} written by Herman von r>«£ 
Ha&dx, profeflbr of the Oriental languages at Helmfladf, 
a man ao Jk'fs pqrfpicacious aad candid, than judicious and 
learned, tho for all thefe good qualities not infallible. 
His notion i is, that there vjas a facred Fire lept uxex- 
thtguijfrd on an altar in ADAM J time , preferv'd by 
NoAH, and fuccejfivety propagated by all the Patriarchs 
doipn U MoSE&j who ordered it to &e carry' d by Aaro? 
jbafire the } army cf the Israelites, as a fymvol of the t) l~ 
VINE frefence and favor. This account he endeavors 
in other 2 pieces to defend againft diverfe pcrfhm, whp 
fent their objeflions to him in Letters: but in the XXI Vt^ 
iie&ion of my uijfertation, I prove it to be not only pre- , . 
carious, but in every refpeS falfe and groundlefs ; tho 
my arguments were pointed againft one, who wrote to 
the fame eflfe£t long before Mr. Von de r H a r d t, of ' 
whofe work I had then no notice. In other refpe&s \ 
gratefully acknowledge to have profited by his labors, 
and am confident he'll not think the worfe of me, for. 
differing from him in this or any other particular. I have 
lately teen a book againft him by one * Mukden jus, 
whom I have like wife anfwer'd without naming hiui % by 
confuting the common notions which he defends. He 
wou'd have fucceded better, had he made a right life of 
What 4 ItlFSlVS, s Buxtorf, 6 Schurtzfleiscw 
cxprefly,. and others occafionally, as 7 Brissonius, 
* $ fencer, and the Annotatorsonfome of thcClaffic 
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- • Ha fry AN V* von DER Ha*»t &c. tphtmeridet ?hi!ologicae % 
Hekpfbdii 1701: Difcurfus VI, ubl videnda vukimims paging 
oonogefima, ducimua vcrp quinta. 

1 In eodem Volumire, pag. 106 1$6. 

3 M. Christiani Mundenii dc Column* Nubia ct IgKts 
Commeijtatio. 
^JustiLipsu Srntagmft de Vefta et V tfhlibu*. 
f Hiftom Ignis Saeri. , , 

• 6 Cokr adi 5amuex,i$ S ch us tsf 1 51 sch n diflcrtatio 
4e eulru I^m« aptid ©macs gentes nationeiepje recepto. 

7 Do Regno Per&eo. 

8 De Lcgifois rittf^oas Hebmnrutn. 

A3' authors 
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authors > have written' concerning the faired Fires of* the 
, ancients : for many, who fail fa proving their main pro- 
position, become ufeful or agreeable in their fubfidiary 
literature. What I have advanced concerning the AN-^ 
Ifrod. i). GEL mentioned in the 23d chapter olExo4vs } I do not 
cxpc& fhouM meet with due reception, till the work aft- 

fears to which the explication of it properly belongs. But 
am not fo diffident about my notion of the Angel of 
GWin the 19th and 20th verfes of the 14th chapter of the 
fame book ; rior of my difquifition concerning Raguel, 
Je thro, and Hobab, who arc ftrangely confounded 
by moft writers: and I hope my account of the origin of 
the Ktnites^ from Hobab's being rewarded according 
to the promife of Moses, for guiding the Ifraelites in 
fl the wiJdernefs, where he was the fire-bearer or Guide- 

??«#?• general of jthe Camp, will give fatisfadtion to all impartial 
lovers of truth. As for others, 1 matter riot what tfyey 
think or fay. If any ftiou'd conteft the circuitiftance of 
♦age< to the Ark's being carry'd on men's lhoulders,becaufe in fome 
land 16. hiftorical cuts of the Bible tis reprefented carry'd like our 
Chairs, he may for all meinjoy his opinion: but as the 
Ark was to be vifible, and its prefence no fmall fign of 
incouragement to the Army, 1 rather think it was carryM 
the other,, way. Its rings and ftaves wou'd ferve both 
ways: but the nature of the thing, the folemn form of 
Num. 10. &*fi **py LORD, let thine enemies be fatter* d, and let 
%f* l6. them that bate thee y flee before thee, whenever the Ark 
was to fet forward, with many other paffages to the fame 
purpofe, may I fancy determine the matter my way. This 
Dijfertatien, to conclude what I have to fay of it here, is^ 
mentioned in a note upon tbef / ayage.cfjAq\jz& Masse'; 
written by a Gentleman of great wit and judgement, to 
fbme of whofe friends I (how'd my Manufcript at the 
Hague in the year 1708. His words are thefein the 168th 
page. lf?e 9 have heard Jpeak rf a learned man from 

England^ 

* 9 On a ow purler d'un favant Anglais qui a fait une difTcrtaticu 
depuis peu, ou il entreprend de prouver, qu'ii n'y a eu rien de mi- 
raculeux, ni meme d'extraordinaire dans cette coionne de fed qui 
conduifoic Jc* Ifraelites dans le defertj et de faire voir par lea 
ittciilcurs aureurs anciens ct modcrnes, que c/a ere tou jours la 
coutume dans ces fones de deferts, de ie fervir de feu pour dinger 
)fl marc he des armces ou des multitudes, en le faifant porter de- 
van: dies par des Guides, de manicrc que toute la troupe en put 

vpir 
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England; who Hot ling fince has composed a DUer tatfon, * 
wherin he undertakes to prove, that theft was' nothing mi* . 
rdculous, nor even extraordinary, in that 'pillar of fire : 
which ltdtbelfraeKtis thro the Wildern*fr\ and to /how, by 
the heft authors antierifand modern, that it has bein at all 
times th& cuftom in tbofe* forts of de farts, to mate ufe of 
Fire inixre&ing the niafeb of Armies or Caravans, by caw 
fing it to be carted before them by Guides, infuchfort that 
the whole multitude might fee the Smoke of it by day, and 
the Flame of it during the night'. He pretends that the 
perjbu, who bad 1 the direction of this Fire, and who fettfd 
for a Guide to the Ifraetites, war no other than Hob AB 
the father in law [I faid the brother in law] of M o S E s; 
which be endeavors td prove by the iptb and $otb verfes * 
of the tenth chapter of Numbers, and by fever al other p of 
fages of the holy Scripture. Now the reafon, why I have 
not accordingly intitulM it HOB A B, may be Teen In the 
XXVIIth Sedfon, to which I referr the Reader. 

' II. HAVING been lb particular in relating- the occa- 
fibn of writing HODE GU S, I (hall be the more brief 
in accounting for the decafions of publifhing CLIDO- 
FHORUS sind HYPAT1A. The firft of thefe wouVi 
be either needlefs or more complete, had we but thebook, 
which is faid by Eunapius to have been written by 
Porphyry: who commending (fays lo he) the Medicine 
of perfpicuity , and tafling it by experience, wrote AT RE a* 

TISE CONCERNING THE SECRET DOCTRINES 

o r F THfe Philosophers, v>hich they involved in ob- 

fcurity, as in the Fables oftbe?K>ZT^,butwbicbbe brought 
tb light. What made the PhilOfbphers fo cautious, and 
be at fo great pains (Tor tis a much ealier task to write of 4 
things plainly and diredly, than in a perplext circuit of 

* - . 

voir la fumee pendant le jour, et la flame pendant la nutr. 11 
pretend que celui, qui a eu la dire&ion de ce feu, et qui * fervj - 
de Guide tux J (radices, n'etoit autre choie que Hobab, le bcau- 
perede Moife; ce qu'i] tache de prouver par let vcrfcts 29 et jjo 
du chapttre x des nombres, et par pluficurs autres paflages de \%- 
criture (ainte. A BourJtaux 17 10. 

lo T«K /g <t>iho<?c$av t<l cLTToppifltt julM'tJovIq; .4,0- &$&$,/ 
xOsbctTrip rav iroiHT&v roif {jlv$oi$, o IlopGUftft© - , to yav $*p- . 

vTrowniuLa. ygcp\<M y &£ $v{ nyctya. Ift Porphjr. fag. 18, 
oUt* itfitf. * * 

A 4 Words 
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words under the veil *f alfegqry f* fablf) I have ia thr r 
Digertatitm it felf amply declar'd. In rffaft tfc*Ppetf ww. 
oot extmt from the ftm? danger, th*t canwa&iy attfnd-» 
e<$ the Philofopbers : for tit * gwrf ntfftakft to ftppaft, 
that the fbtmrt did always writ* in 9 figufarivs fc *i& 
opt of pure choice, jjnd becwift it was us imaging or *b- 
faring as their numbers. Mo, nn J thofe PQet* aid PW* 
tafophers who wou'd rathe? ehtajn the people'^ foyer, 
than rati any rifque in undeceiving or iqfhuSing thfig 
(for I except the moft generous fptnted) lOTft fto fefs t^an . 
thofe yenat Orators and Hirtortaw, who CQort th* fp* 
plaufe of the many, approve their favorite <tatt{pfQts« a$ 
\y* U as lick | c their ears and fancies. Liften to a Man . 
perfc&ly acquainted with this mafttf. <ffcw*r w«tf* 
any \king fo* the people (%* M Stf^ESItfa, Wbp W*S , 
both Poet and Phiio(opber) #* adfafies hjqfpHcb to *£<«*, 
tm*ftm€tjf*rik appear popular m #T <*)#>¥>*» mi *w**t. . 

or difcourji what gratifies^ them : fir tbey friitg pnlqarfedy 
are therefore pertinacious and in tradable defenders of their 
fenfeleft prejudices 4 , fo that if any declines from Us country 
Or, be oxer rites, he mufiftrait drink thejuife of bemhxk* What th'veJt 
cuted. you mufi H q M g bl have fuffer r 4 from the Gre$ian.s y if he 

had reiatedthe mahed truth coucetfn/ne; J V P J T E £ ? and nap 
vfjfdcd thofe wtnflroHs jx&ens, wkxh terrify children. A>\\\ 
fitly folks are children, no Ms at othe* tidies th^t> ia that 
of Hgwee; a feerct well kaoyvn *o £)ipsj>acu:%» 
with fame other poetical Phi lofop^ew- AwM *wQ needs 
. own that wbe* I obfense learned w?ife or fuch as ere 
prefumM to he fo from tbei* profc Aioq$, laboring by ail, < 
oblique arts to render others no Iff* teamed* tM.it m$y 
be much more deferving on all aecoqnts, obnoxious tQ 
the folly or naadnefs of the vulgar t I ca#$ot help being 
equally 6H'd with ooatemi attf j&hcysence: but above *\\ 
when they are Clergymen (the profeft preachers of cha* 
rity, fair-dealing, arid moderation) that are gijftty of fbch- 

1 1. *Q^< /W J^MP y&Q& M*f* J^H* ^«>'^ T0f?«y «tVflt^» 

»wt $n& ov #W 7?t «To^*i, jv emorm <lp$o:kovI*>v adja ir^Aj* **4> 

7&*>v vr*&vi)Wi TO.yy ncteflcu to kqjl&op* T/ ttv wv Jokihc 
'QfJM&v vT9 ray 'EAAWfey Ta^e/p, etujet r'ahflSti met rov 
A/® - toTrofleti K*/ ^n/«p tqiqv]q Tifctrivo'afjLivor* fi» ta «TflM^ 
jToeut K*}4*ht(lWiti ? fy fytom* Qdvft. Edit, far, fag. 7*. 

flWlK*nljr, 
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imaw4y, n$y profligate tf**ift*. No* to took abroaAfor • 
thepaethod* of undergoing and denigration, eietcia'dby 
the fcveral religious Qrdw of the Roman Church againft 
each other ; noi ipinately 10 rebeatfe the atrocious cabin** > 
nics of the Cwfiit+timft* againft the 4*timfiki*m$* 
in franco, the poverty M»d plegw* uow raigpupff the*c» 
being imputed by the fower W th* latter ; what (baroefui , 
examples I &y, of fwh fool pi a$ice* so**d I ptoduo* 
here at home? what taW^aftiK, what ingcraattona, what 
pumping, what wfefling* what itiai»ii)g of wont* or a&r . 
ops, bpih qmp w Chuf ch-«ieq ai>4 Piffiimf r*, oft the ear 
count or preteafe pf Reiigjoo? Tlu> ezawplet a** too fia« , 
grant, the futye#s tootWQriotjfe fo? n* 19 dtfcwd to 
particulars, wbqthet I wotfd avoid wvy or decline pe*r; 
tiality. Bat what ty the tntftc prefentatiwi arvd invefUvt* 
of eQexniea, or the aAgry frowns and defection of friend*; 
what by the fajpengoni, deprivation end e&pulfion* si 
thofe who ara Aipffipr either in force or anthof ity (not . 
to itteatioaawapaatitf and fnffenngs of diverfr other r 

ku;cts) qien are become fi|J§HQio*$ofeaeh other,refecv'd ki : 
opening their minds about moft tbtsjgs, ambfototft ip their ; 
espjreffions^fiipple in ih*ir e«ed«£; wherry xm o&ely ■ 
all mutual confidence, tat likewife *U landehle ittyfove* . 
meat, are in danger of feeing totally extirpated. To what . 
fneaking equivocations* to what wretched ftnTc^ and frb» 
terfuges, a*e wen of excellent endowment* foitfd to have 
recourfe tbw hofWR frailty, merely to efcape 4iferace o? . 
ftarviog ? and this very frequently on the fcore of Meta* 

phyfical ebftia&foaa, <* chimeras thai mht had atiy.ei- 
ifteocc ont of Mia tooltow noddies of waking dree****** \ 
The copftfemtioft of theft thing*, fufieiemtfy ejpre&'di 
iu the woik it felfc Mncfd we to pnMifl* CLJDO* . 
PftORtfS; i|»t they of emi aaodetn tuaes may, in:the 
hiftorj of former ages* betoxkd the** own pidure* draw* 
to the life; wd twn tte caafea as we>tt a? the erne of 
thei* diftempci, yet without e*p«$iag thank* or reward 
for the Fhjfioaa. l^etceife* ofawti^k^fyo^thofe 
I have feUhet to glared, as endeavor a to ngabt if not evfii 
to wqrq m& of Learntaf «^ vktg*, oa aocowt of their 
dfflfer^ froei t otl><^s in (KCul^ixo o^mvo^s, p^de ma 
write /i&r /r/e of HYP AT I A. I was movM to ondet> . 
take this, work in a particular jMoaer, by the unlawful 
and unchriftian ufage, that Mr. Wfr 1 s t o n receiv'd from 

Pr . S a e» e n 1: r b ix, wha WWdf iiaada fbreibly throft 
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htm tint of the Church in the mtdft of » divine Service; 
tho the one fail'd of his attemt, and the other came off" 
with no more barm, than being calPd Rogue by the proas 
old women, faid to look like one by the fage Alois-men, 
and hoottd (as I heard) by fome boys inftead of learning their 
Catechifm. Bat Mr. Whist on may (next to God's provi- 
dence) thank the good nature of the Engliih people for his 
preservation : for in fome other parts of the world he had, 
upon roach fewer threats and remonftrances from two 
Pricfts, nor to ipeak of the polling and baling of their 
officer, been torn td pieces for all his gown and his inno- 
cence. For the reft, there never was a ftory better at- 
tefted than that of Hy?atia, whether you confider the 
anthority of her contemporaries Syne si us, Socra- 
tes, Phjlostorgius, and Damascius; which 
laft, if not her fchoolfellow, was certainly her father's 
fchollar : or whether you confider the ftibfequent ac- 
counts' of Phot ius, Suidas, Hesychius, Ni- 
C&?RO%V S Caltiftui, NiCE?HORUsGregoras, and o- 
thers; between Whom there's fcarce any variation, and not 
the leaft appearance of contradiction, either as to her ini- 
ntitable character or her anparallel'd murder. Itroble not 
the Reader with what modern authors occafionalfy write 
to her advantage or difcredtt, iince they can form no 
judgment but by the authorities! have us'd; and that every 
one therfore may do as much for himfelf, without being 
tyafs'd by the prepofleffions or interefled views of others. 

HI. MANGONEUTES, or the fourth Differta- 
tien, I wrote in defenfe of another Treattfe of mifte, in- 
tknl'd NAZARENUS. For what defign I com- 
pird this laft, and what right I had to do it, is fo fully fet 
forth in the beginning of the firft, that I need fay but lit- 
tle of it here. The fame apology holds good, as to my 
addreffing MANGONEUTES to the Lord Rfhop of 
London : who, I havercafon to hope, will be as ready to 
procure mejofticeofthofefubjeded to his government ;as 
a Gentleman wou'd be fur e to (how his dttpleafure againft 
a fervanr, that fhouM affront any man, for which he muft 
be otherwife accountable himfelf. One of my Adverfa- 



* 



11, See Mr. Whi $ ton's account of tbi$affa«jn tl»e feliticd, 
£ute for the Month of February 1718-19. 
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ries Wis dedicated his book to his Lordfhip, another (not 
to infill hereon die* reft) is his domefttc Chaplain; and 
consequently his fervant, for nil Mr. ColliS* wouM 
make him themafter, at leaftof a Layman* Both of 'em 
have not onely wilfully mffreprefented, burdite&ly be- 
ly'd me; particularly Dr. M A^re E y; who nor only in 
diverfe inftances makes me fay things of which I never 
thought, but many things exprefly contrary to wharl have 
written, which muftcaufe nofmall amazement to equi- 
table readers : for as to others, who neither fhow thetra- 
felves men if they will not hear both fides, nor Chriftians 
if they receive an accufation againft any man without 
weighing hisdefenfe; for fuch, I fty, I negk& their ceti* 
fure, as much as all others ought to defpife them. That 
pragmatical pertnefs, which is the individual concomitant 
of Superficial reading; that nibling at incidents, where fo- 
lid argument woii'd break the" teeth of fmatterers ; that 
railing which fupplies the want of reafon, and that malice 
which betrays the narrownefs of Party, I leave to be col- 
le&ed from the examples I have mark'd : • tho I have pnr- 
pofely overlook'd many more, being too mean for others v ' ■ 
or my own confideration ; and a generous adversary wou'd * - ' ' 
think 'em unworthy his notice, were they all reaH mi- 
(takes. Nor wou'd I troble the world with any kind of 
aufwer (having a nobler occupation for my thoughts and 
time) but as thereby a handle was given me, to add fur- 
ther proof and iiltmration to the lubjeds wherof I had 
been treating: for, as I hinted juft now, I neither dread- 
ed the judgement of fuch as wou'd read both fides; nor 
valu'd the opinion of fuch as might applaud my anfwerers, / 
without ever feeing my book. But Dr.M a n ge y, over 
land above his eternal chicanery and fcolding, has mani- 
fefted fuch fhameftil ignorance in profane and facred hi* 
ftory; as was fit his Patron, for his own reputation; 
(hou'd know, who might bcimpos'd upon by his aiTdming 

End confident air. This will appear, in* the firft place, 
y what I have reply'd to his pofitive aflertion, that I 
falfely fmd it was the conftant and general -belief of the 
^Mahometans, that the Pentateuch, the Pfalms, the Gofpel, 
find the Alcoran, tmftituted tie foundation *f tbeer religi* 
jot, and that fome of 'em tberfore calPd it tkcl&EllGlOH 
op THEHPOOR: books. The paflages wnich I have 
here added to thole in NAZARENUS, for proof of 
thefe flfls, may probably be acceptable to the curious ; 
as I know my apology for Re land and others, abuut: 

favoring 
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finrerist Mahometanifin, will be fo td the candid. Bar, 
in the fccond place, I know feveral Churches, where Or- 
ders wou f d be refused to any candidate for the Miniftry, 
upon appearing no tetter acanainted with the origin of the 
vrotdNazaren, than the Doctor, without laying any ftrcfs 
on his virions touching the hiftory of the Nazartmt. It 
U in effed to be fo farr ignorant of the hiftory of Jesus 
of Ntzuretb, which, one wou'd think, is n^recommen- 
dable quality m a preacher of his Goftci. Afw not know- 
ing, or not taking notice, that it was prophefyM of JejsUs 
he Jbo**4 he ealPd a Nazarem, he quibbles With me abomt 
• Oiling my book NAZARENUS: wheras he pro- 
nounces ex catbedrajhzt Nazaraeus is the proper word ; 
nod , that Nazaren y in the writings where it occur**, is ra- 
ther o*vhw to the negligence cftranfcr iters, than the judge* 
mtm qf the axtbor. I hare on the contrary pror'd that 
Nazaren and Nazareau are originally and indifferently 
yrt'd for the felf-fime thing; whether the words' relate to 
Jesus himfclf, or to thofe denominated from him. Ns- 
Mst.i. a?, zmean is but once in Mat the w, and Nazaren is three 
Mar. 1.14. times in Mark, as well as once in Luke; N*%arean 
& 14. 6j. appears often elfwherc in the New Ttftamtnt, accord* 
& 16. 6. ,- tt g tQ |h e analogy of the Hebrew word »* Nezerij as 
Lac. 4. 34. jvi^wv* is according to the Greec and Latin forma- 
tions. In our EngliOi tranflatton we rightly exprcfi 
both the words by the phrafe Jesus ef Nazareth, ao 
Mat. 2. i^ cording to the rcafon given by Matthew, that he 
Jhem'd be ealVd a Nazaren or Nazarean (rr matters 
not which) from his dwelling in tie City of Nazareth ; 
and therfore where one writer fays, Jesus the Nazaren 
or the Nazarean, the fame or another fays in other pa* 
Matt 1. 1 1. raUel places jrsus from Nazareth* than which there 
John 1.46. needs not a clearer dcmonftration. The DoSor will per-* 
Afts 10. impj foy^ |h at his diftrn&ion regards the writings of the 
}* • fathers, to which I anfwer that the thing st the fcme, the 

J~ 2?° promifcuous wfe of the words the fame, in them as in 
w*£*pgT, ^ e jy^y, T*jjkament\ even after Nazaren or, Nazare an 
N*£%tcV ^ ^"ft'd it* original Wea, and become odious, alfo to, 
* ** " theGentues. Jerom mhts TranAatien of the N. T. 
ufes Nazarean but once, and Nazaren eighteen times. 
The indiffeient ufe of the words was warranted by 
the ApoftoHca* writings, of which I am forty, any 

1$ Mm fropafy Notieri, m may fo fan in th$ i$th Note on 

Dofior 
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Do&or -of Divinity ihou'd be ignorant. He has fts 
thcr recourie (as will befcen in MANGONEUTES) 
to a falfe or uofcriptoral derivation of the word, adopted 
by fome moderns from the quaint conceits of 'certain ve- 
nerable /frArr;; and to fupport this criticism, he quotes 
4tu«e or four writers, who vifibly mean the Old Ttfla- 
wumt , Nszarites or more properly Natirittt. Whom in 
the fame placet they diftinguifh from the Ghriftiani Nmz*- 
revivor N&zureaw. Thus, in the forg'd Letter of the np 
left fbrg'd Lentulus^ a prcfidentcif Judea(forfoeth) 
Jjssus.ii peprefeoted '+ Wk** Naziritt, whichlihow 
he never was : and that cotifequently the Dolor's deriva- 
tion of Nazartsm from the »* root of that word, 
and the a II a ii on s of others to it, are aot merely precari- 
ous, but absolutely falfr. Hafte will not permit me to 
make the remarks, that So naturally offer themfelves, on 
fome of his authors; among whom RicolduS for 
Richard, if this name plea&s better) is by the juftly 
admtr'd Dean of * Norwich, as well as by him, calj'4 
judvxms : by which 1 fuppofe the Deaameant lefs injudi- 
cious than fuch others, whofe books are ftuft with more 
fabks and faUkies, wherof nevertheless R i c o t D V s 
ha* a compete*** fhare. One of his jodicions arguments 
to prove the Akwau not to be divine, is its being writ* 
ten in '* verfe; and the© he denies that ever GOD 

fpokt 

» n I I I ii ****** * hkim W ■■ > n H I I m* k\ II ' M 

i+ PHr capitis ejus viaci coloris vfiyoe ad fartdamennim au* 
rium, fee ladiatjoae et erc4ti> ct a fuadameafto annum ufipe ad 
hufucsos contort! ac luckK, tt ab hussaris deer ft n> pendente, 
bifido vertice difpofiti in motcw Hazasaeoruoh 

1 $ He tmtfl mom *}? J Nazar to fef&att, tho ho hat not exprtfi if, Stftrtvit* 

vbome nnjf « Nawcke* fefatmd swjfe $, «^u tffc toot of Nam* 

wtb, trfemfufmfy of Nazareii, b *\tl to ward or frefirvf> from Cafiodivit. 

vhenct tf azareth, by rtajbn of He fitting fitmtion on 4 hill. 

16 to the tatalqgui of Authors fiijoktd to his Life of Mahomet 
*nd Letter to the Deilts. 

17 Nfejueftikm ncoae modum babet [Aktrmnrri] Leg! divi- 
naefimilem, aut con venimt rm.fr cfteflim ftilo rythraicum, ctaf- 
fentaf kme plenum — Videmus eoim in divina fcriptura Deum lo- 
fsenacm earn Mors a etetfnv attia prepheti*, etnunauamrytb" 
mis vd. rafibna Jooueaitm. Mot sis aateni Legem et Evan* 
gdiam dsat Mahomet** * Deo eifc, et Deum illos liaros 
Mo* si et Chris to dedtffc: fed hi no* ftrnt metrki vclrytti*. 
pici, ct nuilw slierus* prspfcctatniB qui dvtiaaa vocam audi* 

veruat, 
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fpoke in this manner to any of the Prophets/ or that any 
of the books of thefe are in verfe, which ft lie even Phi- T 
lofophers, according to him, fcorn to nfe : hot confider- I 
-tag the numerous examples to the contrary in the Odd- 
leftament^ wherof feveral considerable books, betides 
intire fongs and fragments in feme of the reft, are unde- 
niably in verfe; without dwelling upon Emfedocles, 
-and a great many other poetical Philofophers. Ricol- 
dus likewife denies that Mahomet cou'd bea*Pro- 
phet for all the world, of which he gives this judicious 
reafon (co produce no more of his choice obfervarions) 
| -that he wrote oncly in l8 /fr^/V; forgetting or not know- 
ing, that the New Teflament was written onely in Greec. 
I repeat on this occafion what I faid in the Preface to 
NAZARENUS, that l.take cart in general, not to \ 
over burthen my reader, with citations of any fort; content- 
ing my J elf to prove or illnftrate my allegations, by no more 
authorities than are neceffary: tbo I often abound with o~ 
therSy which I judge needlefi^orreferve agaimft anfwercrs. 
This the event has fufficiently prov'd, ami notwithstand- 
ing my fecond difcharge, I have dill no fcanty provision, 
with refpeflto all the fubje&s I have handl'd. Doftor 
Mange y may go on to call thtmgleanings y and otters 
by their thread-bare phrafe of borrowed learning, 1 readily 
confefs the charge : for I have gfean'd and borrow'd them 
' in three Univeriuies wherof 1 have been aQually a mem- 
ber v and in two others, where I have fojourn'd a confi- 
derable time for this very purpofe, after the manner of the 
ancient Philofophers ; not to infill on thofe I have curfo- 
rily vifited, nor all the pains I have taken out of them. 
I publifli not thefe things out of vain glory, as every one 
may fee; but in my own neceflary vindication againft the 
unfair or malicious fuggeftions of half-witted or half- 
learn'd Prieftlings^ who judge of others by themfelves, 
the very word rule that any can follow. Tis to the mo- 
derate, ferious* and learned Divines, that I make my ap- 
peal; and not to fuch, who, tho they wou'd feem to 
know every thing, do in reality know very little. And 



verunt, dicit Dcuai rythmic^ Iocutum $ quod et fapientes, et^hilo- 
ibphi homines, dedigoantur. Canfutat&LggisSAracmiciH^cip. 4. 

18 Dicit [Mahometes] fe prophetam eflc oftiveruiletn s 
fed fa men Alt.Qrar.um Arabtris litem a Deo datum cfTc, neque ill- 
kn alum linguatn fe fcire praetcr Arabicam. Ibid. cap. 6. 

how 



<P R E. FACE.' adtt 

how fliOttM they ? when they ft Worn or never 0ody any 
thing, but fpead the fmall time that is left '-em from hunt- 
ing after benefices, and paying a fervil court to fuch as , 
can difpofeof them, in reading or talking politics, in 
vifiting or caballing, in learning the arts otdrefs or the 
language of the theatre, and in fupplyirtg the want of all 
theological accomplishments with atheological zeal. 
Nevertheless, their pretence of defending the CHURCH, 
when go body attacks it, is commonly but an artificial 
paffion (if I may fpeak fo) politically counterfeited to 
impofe on the vulgar, to gratify turbulent Statefmen and 
Clergymen, or to ferve for a cover to their own envious 
and detra&ing humor* . • ' . 

IV. Mr.WOTTON, tis true, no more than fome 
others I may chance to mention, is not dire&ly concere'd 
in the anfwers that were made to'NAZ A-R E N U S ; 
but the l 9 piece he formerly wrote again ft me not re-, 
quiring any reply in my own opinion, or in that of bet- 
ter judges, the few paffages I have inftane'd out of it, 
now, are oaely intended as pertinent examples of what I 
was fhowingjwhere I quoted them : namely, that foma 
perfont, will net allow any man to be commended on any 
fcore r who dif agrees with them in certain particulars \ that 
whom they off ofe in, any, one thing s they think themfehee 
obliged to opfofe in all other things and that there it 
nothing, however improbable or falfe, they will not fay 
without frame or teimrfe, in order to lejfen or blacken, 
their adverfary. Thus they are at pains to make them* 
felves , ridiculous, and to open a large field of triumph 
to their Antagonifts. In taking notice of what Dr. 
B r e t t (a perfon of diftinguifli'd pfcrts and great fedate* 
nefs) has ofler'd againft NAZARENUS, in the pre- 
face to his treatife pf Tradition neeejfary to explain and t / 
interpret the holy Scriptures^ my intention was, befides l 
my own apology, to defend the firft and beft Proteftants, 
againft certain half-profcft or whole-difguis'dPapifts, who 
are for reftoring Prtefthood, Sacrifice, and Altars, juftly 
thrown out of the Church at the Reformation ; together 
with the fuperlative notions of Spiritual Minifters, Oil, . 
Chrifm, a mixture of Water in the Sacramental cup, 
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19 A Letter to Ev$kb\ a in aufner ' to the Letters to. 
Serena, finned for Mr, Goodwin at the gum's head, over 
agam/i &» D vksta^; Church in Fleetflmt. 
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PtafeMertd Oblations for the Deid>prt¥ate Goufcffioa eftd 
acfthofitatite Abfoluticiv, gorgeous Buffets and other f tin 
decorations, Mq&ent Bowing* and Croffiags, Cats and 
pt&ures in pray'r book*, efpeckiHy in the public Offices 
often teptfeftnttag legendary Able** Nor cotfd 1 forget 
their totalidadftg Chtiftfati ordinance, adtrtiAi8e**d by 
pctfotis not Epifeopally ofdaift'd; their unchflrchfrtgthfis, 
and consequently nncbtiftiariing, the gutter part Of Pro- 
teftants to gratify Papift*. To thefe might be added, their 
. rtbellkttfly increasing oil the power of the Magistrate, 
by «heit pretended Independency of the Chitfch on the 
Sitter and finally, their hapJoafly fttting fhemftim «p 
inftead of G O D, by claiming whatever *W dedicated 
to his fervice tho ever fo unwarrantably or idolatroufly ; 
at the reftor ation of the Churth lands (tor example) in the 
tfcnet of Popery, which right was modeftly pleaded by 
ft>cnc of their predeceflbf *, who ticker muted a prtfttx* 
for aceamolating^o feteeoti theitidbwffletttt for foppbft*: 
ing the Heathen Tempos and fapptying the -fittffitet-of 
Demons. Too tittle has been raid about theft matters 
bly fiMHe teamed perfotis irt high flatted, of Whom bet- 
ter thittgs were eape&ed ; and they ought fid* to take' it 
antfft it they are fofeeded of the fatt* deflgns, «f 1* they 
aft wkh more hfyftcfty aiKt opeanefs itrthfa *fftif 5 ©t at 
h»A tttl they ftow a better dotrntemmee to rftofe of their 
oader that do fo : for *ht* Free and Prowftfttt flate wfoi *k* 
ftrffcf irfetf to bein^Javy, efchef toy drifektetf* fcdoe^rs 
or ffrperftttio** fcptHfliers, xmdet atry prtfcefcce Whfttfbe- 
ver. Oat Governor* art so* efcfcr flghted, to be cheated 
out of thetr fefffcs, oat of their jtowsr aftd tetereft, by* 
Englift atvy more th*n *y fotlia* Popery. My awotmf 
of theLITURQY, purtM^M by fortte of the ftcw fc- 
paraifis, is modly uk the *e*y Wdrds of tb* foflfte, arid 
no whwe differing fraiA ft* ftrrie: Dr. Bitfett, by a 
wy fiagtftar paradox, makes my rete'rirtg people ft #£? 
Law «*<f h thi Teftktiony , #* tf* JTexir Teftafntott *»rf 
*r f ***' almefir ib&rtm attd djftifVfh, w be a plot fbf 
nttdettTHftfng aft* blowing *p ChntfAirrity . So I femtftw 
be* father Paul (in me of his Letter *JtfeNi us, tftat the 

Letter ay. Po*b ? cofflplaiatag Of jft* FUfcofitftidV faM, that 
ft**€hi*g <rf th* Scriptures k sfafpMout ii'mg < a*d fbat 
bt, wh* kttftstkfe f* the Scripture*, wM rmn tht Gatb*- 
Urfmth, In the very next Letter, the Pop ff's more ex- 

Lttter ad. pttcft* word* of him were, tlm rndted itmrnhfow good 

Sermons, 
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Sermons^ but bad ones withal; and that he infified Uo 
much upon Scripture; which is a booh, laid the pre- 
tended head of Chfiftians, to which ,if any keeps chfe 9 
he will quite ruin the Catholic Faith* And For certain he ' 
will, I m«ta the faith fo deemMby the Church of Rome, 
and likewife all thofe fine things I have obferv'd in the 
late-coin'd Eftglifh Liturgy ; for which there is not any 
color of warrant in the New Teftament y whatever may > 
be in the old Fathers. For this reafon of advancing any ' 
thing as a part of Chriftianity, or befides or againft the 
authority of the books of the New Teftdment, I have 
always declar'd (I go not about to deny it) a foverahi 
contemt for moft of the Fathers \ as : well as for other ve- 
ry material caufes, regarding their Integrity, their know- 
lege, and certain other difqualifying qualifications. Not 
above three of the Greec Fathers of the four fir ft centu- 
•ries (ff I may ftri&ly allow fo many) knew any thing 
of the original Hebrew; and the Latin Fathers, no 
greater number excepted, underftood as little either of 
that or the original Greec. Yet, in fpite of common 
ienfe, thefe muft be the beft interpreters of Scripture ; as 
the Councils made up of fuch, muft be the fitted men to 
make unalterable decifions and Canons, with dire ana- 
themas againft all Diflenters, tho matters in Jerufalem 
♦and Athens. Thofe Fathers fucceded accordingly. For, 
by founds, allufions, fimiles, accommodations, and fuch 
other precarious methods (as fuppofing the point in que- 
ftion, or arguing from erroneous conceffions) without 
ever attending to the fcope of the place, or the true im- 
port of the words of Scripture, they made any thing out 
*of every thing,- and every thing out of any thing. So 
fanciful people fee what forms they pleafe in the UlpudsT) 
•and learn wife Ieffons out of the melodious found of , 
bells. This may do tolefably well ftill, in a preachment 
to daylaborers and old women; but will run fome risk of 
examination, and be apt to occafion a little mirth, ifus'd 
in books "of Controverfy, or in a Sermon before a learned 
auditory, except they be all in black cloaths. Tis mere 
illufion^ errant fophiftry to fay (as we'll (how in its due 
place) that the Fathers having liv'd . nearer than we to 
the times, of the Apoftles, they are therfore better inter- 
preters of Scripture. To what degree their authority 
reaches, is not agreed by their advocates* They are at 
leaft the beft explainers of difcipline and worfbip, according 

a to 
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to the reverend and learned Dr. Hare ; who ** affirm* 

that tbo the Scripture be a perfecl rule of faith, he rnufi 
never have looked into it, who's capable of thinking it a per'* 
feS rule of worlhip, I mean (fays he) as to external wor- 
Jhip and difcipline : hut he that will take the writings of 
the primitive Church (adds the fame) as " A Sup- 
plement to the Scriptures in thefe points* 
cannot be at a lofs to know what are the powers of Church* 
Governors^ or what the obedience due U them* IGNATIUS 
alone may do well enough for this laft darling particular. 

Page u8. Dr. Mange y, after thofe he admires, thinks thedoSrins 
of the Church the heft comment upon Scripture, even a$ 
to points of faith: and Dr. Brett does every 
where make the primitive Fathers not onely the bed in- 
terpreters both of Faith and Difcipline ; butalfo necefla- 
ry guides, without whofe writings and traditions the 
New Tejlament it felf wou'dbe quite unintelligible. Not- 
withftanding thefe authorities, or thofe of much antienter 
and more fonorous names, I dill retain the fame diflike 
and difregard for the Fathers ; for which I fhall foon give 
reafon fufficient, fa6t abundant, in the Treatife of Tradi- 
tion which I mention in the 209th page of M ANGO- 
NEUTES. I dare be pritty confident, I am not the 
man Dr. Hare had principally in his eye, when, occa- 
lionally mentioning the antient writers of the Church, 

Ubi fupra, he fays that thofe contemn who never read them, andther- 

Page 41. fore exprefs fo much contemt to excufe their ignorance* 
Yet I can with great truth affirm, that, having been de- 
ftin'dto the ftudy of Theology (which I diligently pro- 

Gal. r. x. ftcuted, till I arriv'd at the ftatc of ftanding faft in that 
Liberty, wherwith Christ has modi us free) I have, 
for my own or other men's fins, read all the bathers af- 
crib'd to the three firft centuries with much application* 
fome of 'em more than once or twice ; and that, befides 
the profeft Hiftorians, I have look'd not perfunctorily for 
as many other centuries into the reft, who deviated more 
and more from the fimplicity of the Gojpel, tho fome 
of 'em exceded the Learning of their predeceflbrs. This 



-t-f 



10 CHURCH- A UTHORITY VINDICATED, in a vifita- 
twn Strmon freach'd at Putney, Maf f f 1719: pagt 29. frim. edit* 

x\ This puts mt in mind of th$ Codicil m the Tale of a 
Tub. 
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if fa ftrr from being ftid out of any oftentation, that 
many on the eontraty, who are bo ill judges of men or 
things, will apply the words of the Apoftle Paul to 
me; that // / mufi needs glory, I will glory of the things, % Cor. ir, 
which concern mine infirmities. Now let the ftudy of the 3Q , 
fathers be difreputabfc or otherwise, fince DoQors differ 
as they fay: tis undoubtedly for under (landing them too 
well (at lead in my own opinion, which is the moft that 
any one has for Ms reading) and not for having ftegle&ed 
to perufe their writings, affifted' by- all neceffary belps^ 
that I entertain fo mean an opinion of them, either as 
good interpreters of the Scripture, or as fure guides in 
Religion. Dr. Brett ftems to acknowledge fo much, 
when he fays that I made a difficulty of matters, thro Pr «t 
want ef will rather than want of light. Confonant to Pa « c I( *: 
this verdiS pronounces Mr. Wot ton, tho not with rjhi fupra 
mere refpeSto the Fathers \Itfeems by thofe Letters (fpeakr Pag C . *.* 
|ng of thofe to Serena) that be knows -where the 
truth fyes in every particular ; and if that will not convince 
Aim, how can I ? How indeed ? For I allure him, that I 
fhall ftrait veil my bonnet to TRUTH, wherever (he 
• appears to me as fuch : and that in. thofe Letters J avert- 
ed nothing, but what I maturely concluded to be true, 
I wou'd defire Dr. Hare and Dr. Brett to believe 
the fame thing of me, in what concerns my judgment of 
the Fathers ; for I ftiall never be damn'd for wilful igno*- 
rance, however I may be miftaken after my beft endea- 
vors, which may as well be their own cafe. Burp will 
never allow that I am a&ually miftaken, becaufe I pof* 
fibly may be fo : which is the (illy fophifm of the Seep* 
ticsjbn the one hand ; and, on the other, of fuch as 
wou'd dogmatically futye# Reason to Authqi 

RITY. 

V. I MADE an appeal before, aad I make one here 
again, to #H moderate, ferious, and learned Divines nor 
byafs'd, whether I have ever fhown by any of my write- 
ings.thaf I am an enemy to Religion, tho avowedly fo to 
Superftition. Religion pure and perfe&, as it was origi- 
nally taught, without the cowupt additions and alterations 
of ignorant or interested perfons, I both profefs and re* 
commend, as will appear (to referr to no other books) 
from the conclufioa of this very volum. I never wrote 
a fy liable againft any one Article of the Church of Eng- 
land in particular, tho feverat of ray accufershavebroach'd 
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many odd or pctillous whimiies againft moft of them; as 
if ihey claim'd a privilege to fay any thing tho ever To ex- 
travagant, and that others may not fay what m duty they 
ought. O bat you are an enemy to Priefis, lay their im- 
plicit tools : and I anfwcr, thuChriftian pricfts in the lite* 
ral fenfe I acknowledge none, nor any other Sacrifices 
but thofe of prayer and thankfgiving, offer'd on the Altar 
of che heart ; whether by every one in private, or by all 
in public*, devoutly joining with the perfon who makes a 
common prayer in their name, be it conceivM or a fet 
form. Such Paftors, fuch Minifters of tbe Congregati- 
on, lawfully ordain'd to this fun&ion and dtieiy quali- 
fy'd, cxclufively of all confafion in the public worfhip, 
. tho every Chriftian be figuratively both a king and a prieft, 
I refpe& and highly approve. So I do alfo approve o£ Na- 
tional Churches, with which I hold tolerated Churches to 
be very confident ; tho under no incapacities in civil af- 
fairs, Perfecution (which is fuffering of any degree or 
kind on the account of mere opinion) not being from 
GOD, but the certain mark of a falfe Church, at lead 
in this point. The fworn enemies to thefe free fenti- 
ments, who fet up for Priefthood properly fo calPd, are 
they who decry every man, that gives fair warning of the 
Dominion they are laboring to ered, or that manfully op- 
pofes it. To the defigns of thefe adverfkries of civil and 
religious Liberty, I frankly declare my felf an enemy. 
Nor do I wonder they fhou'd pretend Religion, or the 
Church to be in .danger,, to the end that all area, as has 
been by fome body juftly obferv'd, may be thus liiefi ma- 
ny foJdiers lifted in their canfe : wberas, if they jboufd 
their private intereft^ few or none wou % d venture in their 
quarrel. He's a. Heretic that, prefumes to differ from them 
( about any thing, and he that along with them will .not 
halloo the Heretic they have made, run doiw his dofirine 
without knowing it, mifreprefent his reafon? or fupprefs 
them, attribute to him the word of confequences tho ab- 
solutely difown'd, and make him pafs for a man of loofe 
aftions or impious notions: he, I fay, that will not join 
in this cry, is prefently himfelf fufpe&cd, his reputation 
is blaftcd ; as one that does not favor their proje&s, and 
whofe equity or moderation expoiea their conduft. They 
are confeious of their own artifices,. and fo much haunt- 
ed by their guilt, that they find themfelves where they 
were never put. If a Man does but compile a political 
Romance,built altogether upon Heatbenideas,and moftly in 

fhe 
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the very terms of the antients; they preftntty imagine that 
their Palladium is (lorn and profan'd by fome new U- 
lysses, whodefignt to fubvert their Troy. They de- 
claim againft human reafon, not, as they hypocritically 
pretend, to make men fubmit to GOD's word, which 
reafon will always perfuade; but to fubje& them to their 
awn authority, and arbitrarily to difpofe of their belief. 
When once their difciples are brought to this pitch of obe- , 
dience, they are then taught, not to mind fo much in mat- 
ters, of Religion what is faid % as who it is that fays it ; 
which maxim was impudently defended by father 
12 S T A p le t o n, and ispra&ically countenanced by fome ~ 
nominal Proteflaats. Hence that magisterial air they a£ 
fume, as if they were another fpecies of men. Briefly, 
I oppofe no Ecclefiaftics among us, but fuch as in all re- 
gards referable t hofe of the Weft Indians . Their Powawa 
or Priefts (fays the reverend ** Mr. Neal)^<i fuMe 
generation of men, ambitious, cruel, greedy of riches, grafp- 
tug aPan abfolute power and dominion over the people, from 
whom they require a profound refpcS and reverence ; as per- 
fons who. have a familiar acquaintance with the Deity, and 
who, by their blejfings and curjings t can make men happy 
or miserable in a future ftate. Cet Mr. Lewis, who, 
in his Hijlorical Effay upon the Confecration of Churches, 
calls me the great Advocate of Mahomet and Presbytery 
(as another of the fandify'd Buffoons and Merry Andrews 
gives me the title of Mahomet's Sollicitor General) let him 
and his fellows. fay, that this is difcharging my poyfon on j^ 9 
the Clergy; the contrary will be evident to all that can di- 
ftinguifh between the good and the bad, the fober and the 
debauch'd, the pious and the wicked, the learned and the 
' ignorant, the Paftor and the Prieft, the Proteftant and the 
Papift, the friends of they Government and its enemies. 
They are in reality the mod venemous antagonifts of the 
Church of England that I oppofe, however fome of 'em 
may conceal themfelves under her mantle, that they may 
have the better opportunity of flinging her to death. 

/* loca Serpent um nos venimus. 

The aim of thefe in difpute, is not to reclaim but to de- j 

*i In do&rina Rdigionis non quid dicarar, fed quit loquatur, 
fttteodendutn eft. Dtfeufi Zcclefiaftic. MuthmtMt. tih.y cm}. 7. <£• 
Vemonfirtt. prixcipior. do&rm*l. lib. 1 o. %*p. f . 

*2 Biforj of Hm-Entlmd* ?cL i. page j*/. 

ftroy: 
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tfrsy : inftead of a lance to care, they bring a dagger to 
kill. As for any clamor they may raife, I (ball not be in 
the lead difquieted about it, feldom letting any of their 
flowers be loft : tis wh?t I expe& of courfe, and a diverfi- 
on to which I am tolerably well accuftom'd. Neither do 
I value any company or aflembly of fuch perfons, when 
I perceive no reafon to fear any one of them (ingly, or 
to be toy of coping with him. The contrary difpofi- 
tion wou'd be^to think, thai a club of artificers 
jointly 'cou'd finifli fome extraordinary piece of work, 
-when every one of 'cm feverally was a m b&nglerV 
Tis long fince I have made it a maxim to my felf, that 
as Error and Falshoob may be confuted as well by 
ens man, as by one tbonfand ; fo Reason and Truth 
have no mere to fear from one thoufand, than from one man* 
So long as I obey the laws of my country, which fliall 
ever be facred to me, 1 have nothing to fear (how little 
foever I may get) for making what inquiries, difcoveries, 
or improvements I may-be able, whether in letters or o^her- 
wife: nor am 1 apprehenfive that the ill offices of Bigots, 
, who wou'd gladly make their oppofers ftaj-ve, according 
to their laudable cuftom in all ages, can be any obftrufti- 
on to my fortune; as not being ambitious of either rank 
gr tifle, nor defjrous of any place or preferment. 
The vanity of fuch uncertain pofleffions I defpife r as 
much as I abhor the dependence they unavoidably create. 
Let thofe who form other ideas of things and who have 
nor thoroly refleQed on the caprices of fortune, fuppofe 
Cl, what they pleafe ; 1 wou'd not exchange that LIBERTY, 
for which 1 have been ever ftrenetufly pleading on my 
own behalf, an^ that of my fellow creatures, for the 
higheft dignities and diftin&ions in the world. Na- 
ture is content with a lit tle, and he wants 
lead who has feweft dcfires, or keep* the ftrongeft con- 
I trol over his paffions. Books and bread enough, with fele& 
\ company in an agreeable Retirement, give that folid fa- 
] tisfa&ion, which is fruittefly expe&ed from the feraping 
or hording of treafure, from (bllicitbuflycoqntingor pro- 
fufely fpendihgit. Wherforel preferr the innocent amufe- 
ments of the country (where alone real pleafures. are 

24 An quidquam ftultius, quam, quos finguJos, (icnt opera- 
nds barbarofque, contomnas, cos aliquidf utarccfic uniycrfos ? C 1 c. 
Tufc. DifPttt. lib. j. cap. 36* , . 
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beft injoy'd) its frugal but falsbrious diet, the purity of 
the air, the charms of the earth and water, and the tran- 
quillity of my walks unconfin'd as my thoughts, to all 
the pomp and delicate entertainments of the Court, to alt 
the wealth and fplendid hurry of the City. 

$oi7tf <Fi9$d, K*i er$« //« pocrtf/4 TV wet, 
Akko\% /jay pu$eft<rtv e$€A*o/fcsp©- fiaA&jLo&tp > 

Ak^/IaJhv KOpvQiv jjuiKofKoiroy *i<r<tv*$<uvav* 

m 

There I (hall contribute my beft endearors for the good of 
mankind, and never do any thing to difturb the public peace, 
which is the nurfe of the common Welfare : for the Pe ace 
which the Deceivers mean, is a ftupid and liftlcfs refigna- 
tipn of mens underftatiding to others, who underta&£jo 
think for them.j For this reafon thefe Undertakers are 
againft all examination, left their own thoughts ftiou'd be. 
found bad or little worth ; and fo men fhoa'd not pay 
them wages to think for them, when they might think 
perhaps much better for themfelves. The true Divine, 
Who's ever as true a Patriot, afis quite the revcrfe of all 
this ; appealing to mens imderftanding for the truth of 
whatever he propofes to their belief or praflice; and con- 
ftantly exhorting them to ufe their Reafon, to (land in de- 
fence of their Religion and Liberty, againft all fpirkual or 
temporal ufurpations* Tp draw towards aconclufion, 
I own as much as any one, that the abufe of a thing ought 
not to take away the ufe of it : tho an excefs on the one 
hand, has often thrown people into an excefs on the other 
hand. Nor is Divinity the only profeffion that has fuf- 
fer'd in thismanner,asmaybeIearntfrom.thefolJowingold 
Poem; v^hich tho very plain both krthe ftile and meafure,is 
yetnicely epigrammatica^and contains a beautiful Climax. 

TheTRlPLEPLEA.' 



LAW, PHYSICK, *nd DIVINITY, 
Being in difpnte, equ*d not agree 
1*0 fettle^ which among them three 
Shou'd have the Superiority. 

* • 

Law pleads be dees frefefve men*s Unds y 
And all their goods frem^av' nous hapds: 



Therfore 



todi PREFACE. 

Therfore of right challenges be, : 1 

To have the Superiority. 

PHTSICK prefcribes recepts fof health. 

Which men preferr before their wealth : 

Therfore of right challenges he, 

vTo have the Superiority.* 

Thenftrait fttps up the P R I E S f demure^ 

Who of men's Souls takes care and cure: 

Therfore of right challenges be, 

To have the Superiority. ^; 

' //Judges end this TRIPLE PLEA; 
The Lawyers frail bear all the f way. 
If Em p ir ics their verditf give, 
Physicians bejl of all wtll thrive. 
If BlSHOPS arbitrate the cafe, 
The Priests muft have the higheft place. 
/Fhonest, sober, wise men judge, 

Then ah, THE THREE away may trudge. 

For let men live in peace and lovje, 
The Lawyers tricks they need. not prove. 
Let them forbear excefs andriot, 
They need not feed wDocto r's diet. 
Let them attend what GOD does teach, 
They need not care what PARSONS preach. 
But if men FOOLS and KNAVES will be, 
They'll be ajje-ridden by ALL THREE. 

I fhatl add no more, but that having intended to print 
the fubftance of the fourth Dijfertation above ayearfince, 
together with the Treatife of Tradition, which lail upon 
fecond thoughts is delay'd for fome months } I judgM 
the other wou'd come time enough, it the end of the 
three Dijfertations which I now fend into the world. 
With relation to the whole work, I have in the inner 
margin inferted the originals of all the citations of the 
. firftand lad pieces; which, as to the fecond and third, 
cou'd not be done, without making the Notes near as 
large as the Text. But the places where they occtirr in 
the books, out of which I have ex traded them, are fo 
diftin&ly mark'd ; that they will be readily found by any, 
who has a mind to verify them. 

JFrom under an tlm in Bembury (or Cn e b e nV camp) on the War* 
ten at the fiuth end of Wimbledon Common. MDCC.XX. 
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OR, THE 



Pillar of Cloud and Fire, 



THAT 

Guided the Israelites ia the 
Wildernels, not Miraculous : 

4 

B U T A 

Thing equally pra&is'd by other nations, 

and in thofe places not only 

rueful but neceffary. 



Pertic am, q uae undique confpicipojfet^fupra Pr ae- 
torivm Jtatuit > ex qua Signum eminebat pariter 
omnibus confpicuum. Objervabatur Ignis no£Iu 9 
Fjij mvs inter diu. Quint, Curt. lib. f. cap.- z. 
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H O DE G US 

OR, 

The Pillar of Cloud and Fire 
not Miraculous. 



H AV E often wonder'd 
; why many perfons, de- 
; feryedly famous for their 
! literature and politenefs, 
have in a manner ex- 
prefly neglected theHi- 
ftory of the moft anti- 
ent and famous nation 
of the Jews i while they 
beftow'd abundance of 
pains, and fliow'd no lefs difcerntnent, in their in- 
quiries concerning the Greec, the Roman, and 
other Antiquities. The reafon at firfl: I thought 
to have been the (mall extent of the Jewifh 
territories, the fterility of their warlike ex- , 
ploics (in comparifon of .thofe nations I have 
mention'd) with "' their ignorance of arts and 
ufeful inventions : ungrateful fubjecb for pleafure 
or in!tru£tion. But how juft foever this cenfure 
B z may 
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may be of the Jews in certain particukrt, yet 
their affairs were at all times intimately Knk'd, 
cither with thofe of the Egyptians, or.the Affy- 
rians, or the- Perfians, or tae Phenicians, .or the ^ 
Arabians \ which were Nations, wherof (bme 
yielded not to the Greecs for L^rhiag, but ra- 
ther exceded them in. that as* well, as in Com- . 
merce, others of 'em equalled the Romans in feats 
of Arms no lefs than in the arts of Government^ 
and all of 'em went farr beyoijd both the Greecs 
and the Romans in point of Antiquity : hot to fay 
that the Jews in procefs of time had, as every one 
knows, matters of the greaUft concern to tranfaft 
with thefe fame Greecs and Romans, to whon^ 
they wet e likewife fubje&s or tributaries in their 
turns. Strange therfore they fliou'd be fo much 
negle&ed! 

II. BUT Experience taught me at laft, that 
the true reafan why Judea has lain thus uncuhi-. 
vated by the Laity, is the Clergy's wholly ixir 
groffing that province for a long timg to them- 
lelves, on the improvement of which they laid 
out neither fufficient labor nor expenfe. This 
has made a foil appear very barren,, that is other- 
wife fruitful enough, and capable to reward, the 
induftry of a judicious Critic. Now -as fome na- 
tions, the better to preferve their Mines to them- 
feives,' reported they were haunted by frightful 
dragons, or infefted with noxious vapors : fo thofe 
Clergymen proccded with no lefs art, and they 
often us'd violence, to deterr others from the ftu- 
dy of the , antient Jewifh books. They made it 
&crilege fo much as to peep into them, without 
their licence. They gave out chat the reading of 
them wou'd turn men's heads, and fill them with 
ftrange fancies. Nay we all know, that at length 
they quite and clean extorted" them out of the 

hands 
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Irands of the Laity for many ages. And tho, 
fince Lir the r's time, thofe of the northern re- 
;ions of Europe, have forcibly recovered them 
>aek' again into promifcuous ufe : jet they, m aft 
ftill for the moft part read them with the, fpgfta* 
cles of their own Priefts: and guefs at their mean- 
ing by certain niles^ of thefe Prieft's framing (not 
to their own difadvantage to be fure) calrd Sy~ 
fiems and Formularies^ to which all things are to 
be neceflarily reduq'd, wiredrawn, and accommo- 
dated, both as to matter and expreffion. Thefe 
are excellent expedients to meditate without ideas, 
To (peak without thinking, and to know all that's 
in the BIBLE without reading a word of it. 
But nothing has fo much contributed to create 
an averfion in generous fpirits againft the ftudy of 
the Old Teftament, as a perfuahon taken up im- 

}>licitly from their childhood, that it is throout ft 
bene of Incomprehenfibles, and a complete fyftcm 
of Miracles* which they conceive to be no 
proper &bje& of Criticifm, nor an ample fieicl 
for Philofophical difquifitions. And tis indeed 
amazing, to confider the force of Education in 
this cafe. Miracles no doubt are there related, 
yet comparatively very few. I fpeak with too 
much caution, .when I affirm not one third part 
to be Miracles in the Pentateuch (for example) 
of what are commonly thought to be fach, and 
fo in proportion of the other books. To avoid 
all ambiguity or logomachy, . 1 mean ^ that the 
writers of thofe books have ndther recorded fuch 
things for Miracles themfelves, nor intended they 
ihtou d be fo underftoodl>y others. 

III. N O W I expeft that people will prefent- 

ly call for examples, as the onely adequate proofs 

. of this affertion. The demand is -extremely rea- 

P j fonable, 
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fonabk, and I readily acknowledge my felf oblig'd 
to anfwer it, Tis iufficiently kno^n that I have 
already promised « the Commonwealth 
of Moses, which of all forms I. think the 
mod excellent and perfeft. But I {hall give fo 
new a turn and face (yet the genuin and the true) 
tiot onely to the whole political Syftem, as well 
as to feveral of the particular Laws of this incom- 
parable Legiflator : but likewife to fo many of 
the circumftances and hiftoncal incidents of the 
abridged, and therfore in diverfe refpe&s obfeure, 
relation of the Pentateuch $ that I find it highly 
neceflary to publifh before-hand fome fliort Spe- 
cimen of my undertaking, were it but to prevent 
furprize, and to accuftom my readers to fuch fort 
of explications. The fubject of the Specimen I 
cbufe at prefent is but circumftantial, and parti- 
cularly concerns the Pillar of Cloud and Fire 
fo frequently mention'd in the Old 'Teftamcnt - 9 
and fcarce ever mention'd by others but as a ftu- 
pendous Prodigy, if not the grcateft and moffc 
durable of all Miracles/ Wherfore I prove in this 
prefent Dijfertation^ by reafons and matters of fa& 
equally undeniable, that it was a Pillar of Smoke, 
and not a real Cloud, that guided the Israelites in 
the wildernefi •, and that they were not two (as 
by mod bcliev'd). but one and " the fame Pillar, 
dire&ing their march with the Cloud of its Smoke 
by day, and with the Light of its Fire by night. 
For a greater illuftration of my fubje&j I further 
ihow there was nomanner of Prodigy in this af- 
fair, and that FIRE wasus'd to the lame purpofes 
by other oriental nations : not moving among tfyc 
Jews, no more than among thofe, of it* own ac- 



i. See tfuuritttf, in the Jtffendix to. Letter I. 
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cord or muacufoufly, as tis no Ws ncedle&ly than 
•abfurdly imagin'd j bat carry'd in proper machines 
of mere human contrivance, which might wpU 

be cz\Yd ambulatory Beacons. 

• \ 

IV. TH£ reafon of fuch a portable Fir* is 
this. In countries well inhabited the route of 
Armies, the extending ever fo large in front foj 
the convenience of forage or ways, is /nark'd by 
milliary Hones or pofts, by rivers, hills, .ckies, vil- 
hgesycafttes, and other remarkable places : To that 
they know by their orders how iarr they may 
ftretch, and where again to come clokr toge- 
ther to form one camp or body. But in vaftand 
unpra&is'd de&tts, without any edifices at all, 
without noted hills, frequent rivec% pr even the 
ruins of antient buildings, there is a neceflity of 
a vifible £uide preceding the main body, wher- 
by the wings may order their march, and keep 
within a Commodious distance > fo fs yot £o 
ftraggle, or any of 'em fee loft, , and to know in 
an «iftant when the Army halts or incamps. 
Now, there's no mute fign in the world can per- 
form this at all times, but FIRE alone; fince the 
Cloud of its Smoke is (as every body knows) feen 
very farr by day, as the Light of its Flame is np lefs 
confpicnous by night. I lay at all times 9 becaufe 
in defarts of moving (ands, wherof there be many 
iijt Africa, with not a few in Ada, Armies or 
Caravans marching thro them, werefore'd to do 
fo onely in the night time > not purely to avoitf 
the fcotching heat of the Sun, becoming in* 
tolerable by rfcfle&ing from the fand : but like* 
wife becaufe all precedent tracks being ufually 
(wept av^ay or fill'd up by the blowing of ftrong 
winds, they had no marks to guide them > and 
itherfore they fteer'd (as we may fay) by the Stam ? 

h 4 V . mh 
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eniy Vf fible at night. Thud * Stfattf* iTAiiicos 
deftribtt the Ainbatfadort of Ha*wmi A L* fait 
to confute tht Oracle of JvPtiw*. Ammo 9, 
travelling only in th* night thiro th« frttntede 
defarts of Africa} becaufe they cou'd not other- 
VHe be guided bytfce North P*le^ tjbiJby; cer- 
tain btfter noted Stiitt. I L«« *w* * Pi. J*rfc, 
Otid many tnore cohffrnV thb faiM 'thing <*f thdfc 
' Watts. Thel^an^ttalfetoftter^totefrodticM 
lrltife : and therfott We (hall cMtews dur feivet, 
trttritltlng an boft of; adthor^ *itfr Vttok i Qtrttf- 

(kpaaltntes cifepi.. 'Jfcffiqlam aafcuca negavit 

Immenfis fpatijs, nifi quera caVa nubila forqtfcAfc 

Coriftruxit turbo, imfa&i glotneittus ateift :> 
v Vel • fi £e*fi*&0 pdpdkta ,carcfar# ttttte ;■ "n :. . 

Afrfc&fe aut pttitum fpargeos per jtifyigfft £f$u*» , 
• ~,,}*vajirfe truccsf.capicotera praeKa campum, 
. Jnque vicem ingcfto curnuferunt pulvere ffitffttcls. 

Has oBfetVatiS folks 4 WiSvinlus Affiris : ' 
' ftatoujtteditfs c*riftrt Wt itfcr, p^ttm^m^mfutfio { 

Eitwltffli dMBfo, It ftnq^ gwtfa af ra rftjtaticm, . 

S^f)U s tyoafeajregit fidiflima nautis. .' \ 

$. qfat riollaS tf d£ft dorfidi, >id5re rftfofe; 
b JaJfojue Ire* 6txit* Iftfct ^ it* foot difctiiifa**cira4. 
^U(W nifi Aethcrjafc me&o.velut acquote flam mac. 
. Sideribus nov£re vtai : nee $idera tot a 
Oft^ndit Libycae 'finftdf giriulu? trt&, * 
l^uhaqhc deVacr t^rfaftirii feiargfefe Itiafc ■'■ 

- • 4. K terra aut^pfi Sftjeruiti obfefVatione, ad earn per .deferta are* 
fih perfcouenrfts, iter eft., Lii, 4. <*j. f. Vtiettitur StRAbo, D\6~ 
Porus, Arrianus, Souft.AEtiAto. Mart. GAtiit. Plut Aftcrt, 

- J*. MagiiBM ddndc partem ejufifefii ttrradftera«| A*eoa< teneut* 
fiqUaHda udcitate rego iftp homincm, non frugem alit. Qimm 
^rerd venti a.fontico mari ipirant, qtiicquid fabifli lii ' campisjaeet 
^ohveffunt $ qudd, tlbi ftfhuktmi) t&, rrUgA^um ^ffittM pr'd^fl 
fyecfc* «rt> orrinSa^de f rtffirii ftibel* ft&gia • inrerettnt. Itaqut 
4jtHtraofeont campos, n2yfgantiUm mo4<^Si^Gr»'oUertant, adquo^ 
rum curfum itcr*dirigufat ; & propemodum claripr 1 eft ndiftis Urd* 
tra, quarri lux, 'Efgb iotef^iti.lfaffl'ei! r€ghf, 'qttia- b*c ^eiligi- 
iitn v quod fequantur, ioyebiu^t j 9c aitor Siderum caligine ab- 

. icondkur. lib. 7. e«f. 4. 
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Ttf* Curtis writes 6f the Ba&Han / defirts in 
A&u A great fart of, that Country (fays he) is 
cever'd by barren funds r and bring parch' d by btat, 
neither iffotds keuxljhmestt fyr men Her fvr tog*. 
tubleu Out <tohe* the winds blew from the Pontic 
fla, tktyfwitp befer* them all the funds that Ij'eu 
-the pains * whisky toben htafd toptber, jbvtv *» 
farr* efi like grout mantains, ixshtit all foot fops of 
former travellers me Quite aboHfrd* Wherfen 
fuA »0 fufi 'itoer thofo plains, do, like Soumtn, *fc- 
jhwi m Starrs M the mkbt) by <obbefe motion they 
fieer their courfe'% tfoejhudt of .the. night being 
tier? Mmbft tfewor than tht day* . , And tborfore 
this *egt<m by day is unf affable, bitutsfe men find m 
m*te te follow^ and tbtt the Starrs sere then invp- 
fble\ But now che Conptft renders fuch places 
|H$SJicable by day 5 ad we are juflr going to fee. 

. ■ •• V • k 

* V. EN other def«ts not fo Tandy, where 
t?fiCterre?ftam for feme time, being likewife here 
and tfc»fc inhabited > - arid where men, that . have 
long liv'd or been bred in them, know the ways, 
thferfc thf paflfcgo Is eafiei : but yet Br a greit multi- 
tude there mufti be, ks we Aid,* fome vifibfc 
Gaick preceding the n*ria body > Wheiby the reft 
may knaw what di&aocc to keep, where toftop*, 
MS when to procedc Nor is it unworthy our 
auefcej' that the invention of the. Compak hat 
provldlbeneficial j.o . pafleogers on the. land,^a$ 
weU as, to tfaofeon the fea : tor by this means 
people may now travel .oyer thofe defarts by day, 
which they cau'd not do before but by night. 
In ineft parts of Arahte (fays •■' Ramitmu) we 
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* 6. In plerifljue Atabfce Iods ihtinefi focimus ope Compjfii, £c 
4c dtebus *c no&ftnis decujiati fttimtts, iter facicfido inter Damaf- 
curia lc Mecham, •* * < 

- . • travolPd 
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traveled by the help of the Compafs * and fpent 
forty days and forty nights, in going firoto Damaf 
ass to Mecca, Rawolf alio, in his Itinerary 
of Syria, affirms, that the t Guides of the Cara- 
vans, thro the fandy defarts, OreEt their wety by 
the Compafs, as Pilots do their eonrfe at fea. Sq 
that travellers by: land (fays * Dr: Hyde, after quotr 
ing thefe Paflages) cetid not always find the right 
way over the vaft plains of the wildernefs, without 
the guidance of the magnetic Needle; For in. the Eafi 
there are no pofts or landmarks fit up in tbofe de- 
farts j but all the paths, if any /neb there were, 
are every moment covered by moving fands, in which 
. yon look in vain for firm ground : while quite around 
you there appears nothing, but a certain appearance 
of water, calFd Serab; deceiving the eys, and de- 
luding thirfty paffengers 'with the hopes of finding 
drink, for which they fomtimes go out of their way. 
It wotr'd be fuperfluous to allege more tcftimo- 
nies for a thing fo well known* and in prefcat 
uk, all voyages being full of fuch accounts. 

VI. NEVERTHELESS, where the de- 
part happened to be ever fo well known to feme 
men, who cou'd ferve forGuides to thb reft* arid 
when there was alfo a ncceffity of travelling by 
night as well as by day * there a FIRE elevated 
by art, as it could not fail of appearing a great 
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7. Viarum duces per srenofa deferta via* fuas diriguntperCom- 
pafliitn, eodam tuodo quo pilotae faeiunt per mare. 

8. Adeo ut ne quidem, perterram itinerantibus, fcmper Hceret 
raftiflima defertorum liti&ndia redo tramite peragrare, abfigup 
Acua magneticae dirc&ionc. Nam in Oriente, per invia folitudi- 
nuna aequora* nullt fiint riarum cippti fed omnes, fi qui fuerant, 
quoris mo memo operiunc mobiles arenae, in quibus firma terra 
fruflra oculis perqniritur : 8c t»tum circuirum ambit nil, nift vw 
fum perftrtagens vV*f tycuwee, Str*b&&*i quae fiticulofos ? iato- 
res faepe aquarum fpc dekdit, & * via fedacit. Xk Rtlig. vt$. 

way 
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way off in the night-time by its Flame, and in the 
day-time by its Smoke : fo, according to the fig- 
nals and orders given to the Army* they cou'd 
know when to march or to halt, as it mov'd or as 
it refted $ and how long to continue in one place, > 

is this fire was to be fixt over the General's 
tent, or to prepare for a march, when it was 
taken down from thence* That . the Pillar of 
Cloud and , Fire was of this fort, I am now 
going to fhow according to . my promife. 
Yet in doing this I fincerely proteft, what the 
event will demonftratc to the moft Scepti- 
cal, that my defign is as much to do Jufticc to 
Moses, whom I cannot too often repeat how 
much I venerate : as to clear up a matter of fa£k 
in a moft antient book, on the credibility of 
which our holy Religion is founded s and which 
an inquirer into obiolete cuftoms and manners, 
even among the greateft Infidels, will own to 
deferve explication no left than Herodotus 
or Liyy. I likewife promife, that I fliajl by 
no means impofe upon my readers, by the art of 
certain men (whofe profeffion obliges them to 
ufe none) in making every thing of any thing, 
and any thing of nothing : that is, by having re- 
courfe from the literal to the allegorical, from 
the allegorical to the tropological, and from the, 
tropological to the anagogical fenfe of Scripture. 
Thefe nnefles, not to be indur'd in explaining 
the profaneft author, I deteft and de(pife $ efpe- 
cially us'd in a book we hold to be fecrcd, and 
which leaft needs them of all others : nor is it in 
truth to palliate any thing in the book, that thefe 
fqueezing engines are fram'd j but to find that in 
it which is not there, or^ tho it be there, to al- 
ter : the true meaning of it, if not quite to deny 
the faft. Nay, if the Scripture did not bear me 
cut* Ifhou'd not be over-forward in rafting 
.< any • 
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any where upon Metaphors, tho, common to all 
languages : tor the original Names of things be- 
ing few, the reft are neceflarily coin'dfrom fimi- 
litude, or by companion. 

• VII. THUS, not to leave the fubjeft before 
ns for examples, Flame' and Smoke^ naturally as- 
cending, *rc thence call'd Pillars * as not onely 
Smoke, but even Dufi r is very fignificantly call'd 
z Cloud. Qjjin*tus CtTRTXiTs ufes the Phrafe 
of * a Cloud of dufti that mounted up to the sky : 
kn&p by a bolder figure, we read c£ a Cloud of 
Hcb. ii.x. Hvitnejfes in the Epiftle to the Hebrews. Even 
Water is caft'd a Pillar. Pliny defcribing a 
2>pout,. which is often feen ax Sea, fays, 'tis calVd 
*? a Pillar, when the Water condenfinju and found- 
ing upright , is fuftaitfd by it/elf. For the like 
rea&h Lucretius compares a certain firy 
n Wind or Tempeft by the Greecs call'd Prefier 9 

- to 1 } a Pillar defcending from the sky. The thick 
Ewk. 8. piowi of. incenfe in Ezekiel none, I (iippofe, will 
xi. & ie. deny to be a Cloud of [moke j fince incenfe can no o- 
4* tlierwife form fuch a cloud, but by its fmoke when 

burning. After Joshua had got Ai iet on -fire 
by a ftratagem, apd that it is faia the Smoke of the 
Tof. S. io, v - tf a fc ended up to heaven* I hope nobody will (ay* 
*'' but it might thten be juftly compared both to a 

Pillar and to a Cloud. Yet left any ifhou'd, out 
of pervefnefs or ignorance, deny a thing fb evi- 
dent, we find exprefs mention made in the Old 
Teft anient of Pillars of fmoke ■, When Gibeah 

' 9. Nubes pulveris, quae ad coelam fcrcbatuf." Itf. 4. c*p. if. 
Item lib. j. tap. 13. 

i» Vocatus & CalutmM, cum Spiflatus humor, rigeafqae, ipfc 
& fuftinct. Ht ft. Nat. lib. i. €*p. 50. 
. } 1 . Nam fit, ut incerdum, tanquaro ikmiHk Qaftumm 
. ' In mire de coelo dqfcendat, &c. Uk. 6. vtr. 41 £, 432. 

was 
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was long after fet on fire, the Flam tfyerof did ; J«4 .,*«• 
arife with a Pillar of fmoke. Here you have at ** 
once both a Pillar of fmoke and fire. Who is 
this, fays the love-fick Bride in pbe Canticles 
(which by the way is the oldcft Pafioral now ex- 
tant in the world, where, befides the Bride and 
Bridegroom, the Chorus of the Daughters of Je- 
rufalem bears a cbnfiderable part) who is this that 
comes out of the wildernefs* like Pillars of fmoke ? Cantj.tf. 
alluding to the myrrh, incenfe, and powdery 
with which the longing Bridegroom was per- 
fuin'd. Joel, has alio Pillars of fmofo in as jod %. g*? 
plain words as I write them here. And left any 
mortal might, after fo -many glaring inftances, 
deny the Cloud to have been Smoke 9 we have 
Isaiah prophefying of the reftoration of lira-, 
el, and positively explaining the word Cloud by > 
the word Smoke 9 when he alludes to the guiding 
Cloud in the Wilderness. And the LORD y fays he, i& 4* ^ . : 
will create upon every dwelling place of mount Sion^ , . 
and upon her Ajfemblies a Cloud, and Smoke by 
day 9 and the Shining of a flaming Fire by night. Hq 
muft wilfully fliut his $ys, who can refift this 
light y whether of flaming Fire by night, or of a 
Cloud of fmoke by day. Thefe parses I have 
produe'ef to (bow, that as the literal fenfe of 
Fire and Smoke, any more than that of other words^ 
ought never to have been abandon'd without %. 
manifeft ncceffity > fo to prove further, that the 
words Pillar and Cloud did inferr no fuch neocft 
fity, being very comqpn and proper expreffions 
for things ever afcending, if not violently diver-, 
ted from their natural tendency : and that ther* 
fore if the Pillar of Cloud and Fire, which makes 
our fubjeft, be otherwifc ^nderftood than of or- * 
dinary Fire and Smoke y fuch an interpretation 
muft needs be grounded on certain circumftances 
not pofllble to be fo underftood, and foch as never 

happened 
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happened in the courfe of Nature, neither before 
nor fince. 

VIII. T O know whether this be fo or no, 
after calling to mind what we laid before about 
the manner of Annies or Caravans paffing thro 
vaft defarts, antiently by the guidance of the 
Starrs, and taore lately by that of the Compafs j 
let us obferve, that wnen the Ifraelites went out 
of Egypt, they amounted not onely to the num- 
ber of fix hundred thoufand men, befides wo- 
Exod. ii. men and children, and a mixt multitude that fol- 
37> 3*- low'd them : but that under the conduft of'Mo- 
ses their General then/ and foon after their Le- 
giflator, they march'd in military order, and were 
to all intents and purpofes an Army. This I ne- 
ceflarily gather from fereral places of the Penta- 
teuch^ where they are laid to have gone out of 
T\n$.6.i6. Egypt by their Armies^ and with a high band. But, 
& ii. 41, f rom a certain place in Exodus^ we may even 
Num.'ti 8 ue ^ s at ^ c or &cr of their m^rch, namely, in five 
i,&c. columns : for the word that is there render'd in 
Ibid. 1 a. our Englifii translation harnejfed^ the learned in 
18. the Hebrew tongue will find to fignify lz by fives. 

O\t0Qn But let this be as it will, that tome fuch order 
they obferv'd is manHeft, from their being (aid 



r+ 



1 1. There's nothing more certain, than that the plural 
CVvtfpn fignifies Fitwr, tnd fignifies this onely, if any regard 
be had' to its radical tfjftft jfrt : but feme Rabbins, who cou'd 
perceive as little order out of their own brains as in them, ex- 
plain this word by that of QLtHH prepar'd, ,or girt either for 

action or a journey 1 nor are we the onely People, who have raihly 
fbllow'd their authority. I cannot silent to what Monfieur Lc 
Clekc writes on this place, and wonder he fticu'd deny the 
Ifraelites went arm'd out of Egypt, considering the texts I bring 
here to prove it, and the feveralPrinces and States they conquer'd, 
before their entring into the land of Canaan. 

to 
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to mavdtiby their Armies j about whofe extent in 
front, or number and depth of their lines, I fliall 
not enter into a difpute with any man. 

/* 
IX. THJEIR firft ftation was in Ramefes, ibid. i*. 
the fecond in Succoth, and the third in Etham; ^^J** 
Hitherto the country being pra&icable and well x%% 
inhabited, they cou'd order their mardi by krtoWri 
to whs, and other remarkable boundaries $ fo that 
thus ferr there was no need of fleering by the 
Starrs, or by the Compafs had it been then in ufe, 
or by other the like methods : nor iii efieftdo 
we read* of any fiich in thefe marches, ordinary . 
or extraordinary. But at Etham begun the <wil~ Ibid, xj* 
dernefs of the red fea, as on the other fide conti- ,8 « 
nu'd a wildernefs vaft and horrible, where a vifi* 
ble Guide became abfolutely necelFary : ' ftor cou'd 
Mo s e s fuffice, tho he bad liv'd in it very many ibid.*, if; 
years y for fomthing muft be feen by the whole & % 3- »• 
Army, and fo order'd as to make certain fignals, & ** 
wherby they might aH halt or procede at once {as 
explain'd before) and know w:hen they were to' 
incamp, where to tarry a confiderable time in fcne 
place, and when again to leave it* Thefe fignals 
(which are now performed by Canon berth on fea 
and land) were to the Ifraelkes no lefs necdlary 
by night than by dayV T>ecaufe hafte, or other 
exigences, did fomctimes oblige them to march in 
the night. Being therfore in Etham on the edgeVM. 15. 
of the wilder nefs) the- thing appointed for making *°* 
fignals was F J RE* whofe Flame, bat n6t its 
Smoke*, is very far feen by night : as its Smoke, tho 
not its FlanU, is perceiv'd at' a great tfiftancc by 
day. Before I come to particular proofs from 
Scripture, I fhali here in a few words dfcclare the v 

manner of ordering this FIRE. Jft was under Jn . 
the direction of a proper Officer, and highly ele- ^a, nJuZ 
vated in a certain machine on a Pole, which was ^"/s.&c* 

\ carry'd 
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carry *d before the firft lipc of the Army, whence 
if cou'd be feca by ajl the reft. Bitf a$ foon as 
the tabernacle was made and erefted Ohich w«* 
the Tent where G OD, as King, was prcfent by 
his fynxbpl? and kh mixrifterc) then this Jfiure was 
inune^tely plac'd *>n the top of i$, and fo be- 
came conlpicuous to the whole Annv*. Tru»h 
nets made of filver indeed they had, defign'd by 
aiftinft figuals, is yon read w Nmiters* for * & 
Ibid. to. *##«£ of the Jtfmbiji . *n4 the jwrwyin* <>£ the 
Camps : but as thefe cou'd not pofliWy Be beard 
(hrooat all the Camp, ooniJftUjg of above 6opooo 
men > fp the figaals alteraatly appointed by the 
Flame and the Smfa 7 were us follows, A* long 
as the Fire continu'4 pn the top of the Tabenu* 
cle, were it for dajr% or mouths, or years, fo 
long they coAtiou'd in the Camp : hut whenever 
it was taken off, whether by night or by day, 
then they ftrait remold a#d begw f heir march 
after it, fill fet again pp the top *£ tfic Taberna- 
cle 5 wwcfr w;as tbekpow*i i6gfl k of pitching their 
tents, of 'which they, were 4pnbtteft adverted 
by Officer defied to watch for il»t/p»q>ofe; 

, X. NOW e'er I -come to the proofel pro- 
mised from Script w> I thu^k : it proper here to 
give fotne inftances, that this guidance fry Fire 9 fo 
natural in fiich places and fo commodious, was 
pra&is'd by other nations 3 particularly by the 
Persians, who not onely had great wildernefles in 
their ow% and in the neighbouring territories : 
but alfo made frequent irruptions into Egypt thro 
this very wildernefe , whore the IfaeUtes wan* 
der'd up and down during, forty years * not as if 
thefe did not know the fhorter cut into the land 
of Canaan, but that for very expedient reafons 
(which will be read in the Introdu&ion to our 
REPUJBtlC OF MOSES) they declin'd 

from 



From the known road. To begin with the lateft 
txamplc, 'when Alexander wag'd wairr in- 
Afia againft thePerfians, tis recorded of him that 
*' he otter* d many things to goodpurpofe in the difii* 
[pfine of iris Arniy^ frdn wfhkt was us y d by his an- 
cejtors: for no wife man will cUfdain to learn of 
hiis greatcft enemy, befides that circumftancefc 
^rifl often oblige a General to change his ordina- 
ry conduct. Among the other alterations made 
by Alexander,, one is delivered in,thefe 
** words. When be wou'd have the Gamp to re- 
move, the filial was gjmn iy a 'trumpet \ wherpf 
the found nevertfielefs was not fufficiently heard, by 
reafon bf the confused ntrife of the multitude. Whef- 
foreheWrdefi * Pole, which mi$t heffon from all 
parts, to be fit on ihjs top of tht GeneraPs tenfj 
on which a fignal hung vijibfe to all alike * namely, 
Fire was obferv'd by night, and Smoke by day.} I 
tiere appeal to the moft prejudhe'd reader, vrne- 
ther two. drops of vtater can be liker, than thefe 
fignals of Alexander and M o s e sj partly 
by Trumpets, partly by, Fire and Smoke \ ? and had 
we no other proof, we ought of courfe to <:oti- 
clude. that there was no more bf miracle in the 
bnfe tnian in the other. But we {hall have no need 
to reft on this advantage; In the mean time we 
Ire to obfcrve, that Alexander learnt this 
from the Perfians^ among whom Fire was exdlt- 
ed on the Royal tent -, for no other end in my opi* 
nion+ %s the no Ifefs judicious than learned 






i|. Jh fliiTcipllna qubgue Militaris rei picraquc, a xhajoribu* 
tradita, : utfilitfcr matairit. QUiut. Curt. lib. f. ettf. i. 

14. Tufea, qbum caftra ^moVcre vfefiet, tfgittim <jabat; cujus {£ 
ims pleraifique, tumultitantium frecnicu exoriente, baud fat is cx- 
aiidiebatur. Ergo Ferticam, quae iindique confpici poijer, fupra 
Vrtetmum ftatuit ; ex qua fienum eminebat, piritcr omnibut 
fc&nlfciauum. Obfervabafcur tp£ no&a, tumns inccrdm. U. lb\i, , 

C *i Fre- 



h f rbi^shemivs, but to he a fig*& &her 
for 4 march or a battle.: for altb* Or figwl was 
given by a trumpet^ yet it cotfd net be beard by tie 
whole Army* efpecic^ly conjifting of fuck a multitude 
of people ; fa that ALRXANDER/^tttf, in the 
alteration mention' '4 by QyiNxua Cvrtus, 
to have borr&w'd his mfHtution from heme. That 
this was no random conje&wc we are now goteg 
to prove. 

XI. THE military pifcipfcne of the FerCans, 
which they us'd in all ages, is thus defcrib'd by 
QiLiNjry^CijR'i^iusj in the march of Da* 
mus agaioii Alexander, agreeing in moil 
particulars with the account of 1<s ft e rodotus 
'many ages before htm. f/af has been acujkm^i 
w he) deliver 1 d down to the Perfians from their an? 
eejlorsj to begin their march after Sun-rijiqg. When 
it grtw clear dayj the Signal was given by a trum- 
pet from* the K i n gV tent. On the top of this tent 
the image of the Sun, indoCd in Cryfia\\ mack fi 
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If. Pojto banc ftoagineff) nqa alio fim ^pcrtabcrnaculum^ 
gis fuifle arfeitror, quaW irt figmim c,flet vel.profc&ioqisfcel pugr 
nar. Qoanquam enhn figtjum buccina dabatur, exaudirl ab unf- 
verfo escrcttu non poterat, prae&rtim in taut* nominura timl- 
titudine. Ut vd hinc mntoatvs videri poflit Axixan d** ioftU 
turn faum. quod narrat C v it 1 v&. In *9WAf. tU<caf* i.lA, j% 
Quint. Cv*t. 

r i6» Lib. 7* cap* 40. 
, j.7. tiatria more Pfcr&rum traditum eft» ort» demum fole pro- 
cedere. Die jam illuftri lignum e cabernaculo Regis buccina daba- 
tws Saper Tabernacobm, unde ab omnibus tonfpfd yaf&t 9 
imago Solis cryftallo inclufa fujjjebat, Ordo autem agmini* erat 
talis. Ignis, quern ipfi facrum et aeternum ▼ocabant* arggatejs 
altaribus praeferebatur. Magi proximi pafcrium. cabmen cancbant. 
M gos trecenti et fexaginta quinque juvenes fequeba*tur» puni- 
ceis amiculis velati, diebus totius anni pares numcro : quippcPerfu 
quoquc in toridem dies defcriptu* c# annus, Currmn dcinde* 
jovi facratum, albentes vehebanr equi. Hos eximiae magnitudes 
cquus, quern Solis iocabant, fcquebatur. Lib, 3. c*t> 3. 

bright 
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fright ajhm, & to h fan hy *li the Camp, tbi 
order of the Army Ha at after this manner. Tbs 
Fire, which they cziPdf acred and eternal) was 
oarr/d before on filvor Attars. Next came th* 
Mag b b Jfrtging a Hymn? after the sufiom of their 
country. After the IVJaqes ffiUowd three but* 
dred and fixty five .Yo.tr H9/M-&N, clad in fcarkt 
robes , being e$ual in number t* the days of the tybofy 
jear : for tbt ye fa is tihewife divided into as many 
days by the Pfrfia**. Sfotsftoetded the conformed 
Chariot #f Jvfiter^ dfaw* by white horfes, 
tfbtje mero foflmti by mother hot fa of oxtraordim* 
wy fim&j 'which' they calFd, the borfa of the $ M .n f 
So ferr jaar author* inr whom- TOP may r^ad tfa$ 
whofe proteflxm. . I needed tQ have quoted; jcmly 
a fimU part of this paflkge^ to prove the Fire oa 
the top ofthe pfineipai teiit,(i5or \kn& cswry'd be? 
fore the Army* was the C*Jr$4l {ymbol of vhg r©i* % 

*ini*yr) but I produe'd tbje tfc& to fliew that thd 
march of tbc IfraeMt«s and t^e Perfians wa^ fa ' 
k&e t as ta be atlmtsrft the fame:* which hcwcveit 
tMigfot not t«y be matter of winder m people, 
that not oncly dwrilt oa the fame eoatkieati, but 
that had frequent iatrrcoujfe aad warrs, as the 
Jews were more than once in fi}bje&ion to the 
Pcrfians. The Signal to the armies of both, was 
givea by a trumpet froiii the- rpysd tent: for 
what in &rtriptare r from the Latin word, we calf 
the tfober&Kky pught to have been translated- the 
tent (at foiqtintes it is ccndfcr'd the tout of the Nam. 9; 
tf^omy, and; A&r Tart */* /&* Congregation) and !/' . 
**» ia cffc& the Tent *heri» }EHO VAH> ™ "• 
the King, of the IfraeUtes, was prefent by his 
Symbols and Miniften. Sacred Fire was carrySi 
before the(e Nations,, whicfi, tfio acknowkdg'd 
by both to be a* Symbol o£ the Divinity (as FW 
Was kept by both inextinguifii'd in their holy 
places, and affirmed* to have been originally 

C 2, Jdndrd 
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kincird from »• heaven) yet cfc'd'er'd after anbthef 
manner* it fefv'd *eto no left for a guide in their 
marches^ than at other times to drels their foad, 
or to warrii their bodies. The Priefts and Levite* 
followed immediately after the facrcd Fire among 
the Ifn elites* as the:' Mages, with,the $6f young 
jtten, obferv'd the like rank among the Perlians, 
Thefe in bbth nations fang certain Hymns, pro- 
ber to the oCCafion.- . Thbfc of the Ifraelites I 
ihall recite if* theif COM MONW E A LT H. 
The Ark of JEHOVAH is indeed command- 
ed to bje carry'd on men's flioulders y but the 
chariot of J u p it a a* was drawn by Horfcs. As 
the image of the Sun ftlirfd aloft on the top of 
the Royal tent among thefftrfiantf;' Jfo the Fire 
^ras lighted among the Ifraelites on the top of 
the TaDernacta . To be ihort v ni fhdw in the 
MOSAIC REPUBLIC many more coAformrtie* 
between the Jews and the Perfians, as others have 
done between them- and the Egyptians: for, even 
before the captivity » the Jews did not onely la* 
crifice.like the Pcrfians in the high, piaces $ but 
% Kings, they had alfo the confecrated horfcs and chariots 
a j. i *. of the Sun, for which the Commentators give no 
tolerable reafon. 






XII. NOT to make this BigrefKon longer, 
I have already fhown the neceflijty of the guidance 
of the Starrs, or of the Compafe^ pr of Fire thro 
vaft defarts, as well as that fuch methods have 
been a&ually usM, I have alio ftatcd, the cafe 

how this was done by the Ifraelites at thtir coming 

• • .• -- - • ■ • . 

1 8. And then came afire out from before tic LORD, and 
confum'd upon the altir the burnt-ofifringand the fit! Ltvh. 9. 
24. See alp 1 Km$s 18. 38. % Chron. 7. 1, x. i Mat. i. *©, 1 t. 

Ferumque Magi (fi juftum eft credi) eciam Igi$<ft> coe iruslap- 
fum* apud it ferapittrnU foculis cuftodiru Amm^n/Marcelli*. 

ou 
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f>Ut of Egypt, explain'd the terms of the qttefti* 
on by parallel paflages, and prov'd that other na* 
tions did follow the felf-fame pra&ife in all it* 
foc&s. Now I fhall allege my authorities put of 
Scripture, and then anfwer all the Objections .that 
have been fhrtedto me, or that I have read on 
this fabje&i if they aire not fuch very trifles, as 
deferve to be thrown into the fabulous rabbifh, 
of which I ihall give a fmall fpecimen in the 
haftieft manner lean. The firft mention we find 
of the Pillar of Cloud and Fire is, vrhen the Ifrae- 
Ikes, as we have faid, came to Etbam in the edge Ex<*J. V3. 
of -the wildernefs: and the words in Exodus on this 20 > 2i > " 
occafion are, The LORp went before them by 
day in a pillar of a Cloud, and by night in a pillar 
of Fire, to give them light to go by day and night \ 
he took not away the Pillar of the Cloud by day, 
nor the pillar of Fire by night , from before the peo* 
pie. As for the LORDV going before them, we'll 
fllow in its due pfacc, that it figtiifies by his Mi* 
nifters and Symbols 5 all the commands of Moses* 
Aaron, Joshua, and other prime officers be* 
ing attributed to him, as fupreme Monarch of 
the Israelites : but we'll prove in particular, that 
the phrafe of the Angel of the LORD do?s Jiot 
denote any miracle, with relation to the Pillar of 
Cloud ana Fire, after we have briefly fettled the 
motions of the Cloud it felf. This is clearly done 
in the book of Numbers. On the day that ihe-Ta- Num - 9- 
bernacle was reafd up, the Cloud covered the Taber* 'J*""* 
nacle, namely the Tent of the' Tefiimony $ and as 
even there wds upon the tabernacle as it were the. 
appearance of Fire, until the morning. So it was 
alway j the Cloud covered it by day, and the appea- 
rance of Fire by night. And when the Cloud was 
taken up from the Tabernacle; then after that the 
ehildren of Ifrael journeyed •> and in thi place where 
the Chud abode, there the children of Ifraet pitched 

C j their 
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their tents. At the commandment of the LORD 
the children of Ifraet journeyed, and at the comA 
tnandment of the LORD they pitched: as long, as 
the Cloud abode upon the Tabernacle, they refted in 
the tents. And when the Chad tarry* d long upon 
the Tabernacle many days, then the children of Ifraet 
kept the charge ^feLORD, and journey 'd not. 
And fo it was j whett the Cloud was a few days upon 
the Tabernacle : according to the commandment of the 
LO RD they abode in their tents, and according to 
the commandment tf the LO R D they journeyed. And 
fo it was when the Cloud ahode from even unto tht 
morning, and that the Cloud was taken up in the 
mornings then they journeyed : whether it was by day 
or by night that the Cloud was taken up, they jour- 
neyed. Or whether it were twe days, or a months or 
a year, that the Cloud tarrfd upon the Tabernacle % 
remaining thereon, the Children qf Ifrael abode in 
their tents y and journeyed not > but when it was 
taken up, they journeyed. The fame things almoft 
jn the fame words are ecmtajn'd in the fortieth 

Kx *!' 8°' ^P*^ °^ E*td* s : onejy that wher*s here in 
** * ' Numbers it is written that there wa\ an appearance 

Yet %s. *f fi r * *H **&** ^htek* m & c Hebrew idiot!*! is 
* * that fire appear* d\ in Exodus it is dire&ly faid, tha| 

Fire was on the fafomack by night* in the Jigbt e£ 

all the houfe of Ifrao^ thro all their journeys. 

XIII. TO be thus fcen and undcrftood by ftB» .was 
the very end and purpofe of exalting it there, as well 
among the Jews as thgFerfians> arid by Ale*an- 
b e r warring in Alia. To place it there likewife 
ot to take it off, there needed no greater art than 
is ro'd in beacons* as by a lamp, pl&c'd in a Cry- 
ftal Lantern, the fame end was ferv'd among the* 
Perfians : for the ckcumftanees neeeflariiy required 
in managing this matter, are fo obvious to common 
underftanding $ that neither the fuel of the fire on 

the 
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the fob over A te t a n to e r's tent, nor the ma- 
chine that cohtam'd it, are any more fpecify'dj 
than the feme thin|p over the Tabernacle of the 
Jfradites; Bat as it does hot follow, that the 
lamp ovet- thfe tent of i>Afc*tf s, nor the firo 
and finoke over A le Xi to d e k's tent did kindle 
or move of themfclves, but arc fuppos'd to have 
been managed by proper Officers : the feme fup- 
pofition bught as naturally to be made cpnceijnini 
the fire ovfcr the tent of JEHOVAH, an] 
Wou'd as tfeadily bfe fo conftru'd in the Old Tefta- 
merit as in other hiftbrians $ were not men's minds 
prepofifefe'd With thfe notion of a miracle in this 
c*lb from their infancy, or riiat they are ignorant 
of the Scrbtttre-Mt and allufions. 1 grant it to 
be faid, when the fignals of the Cloud are c|> 
plain'd, that at the commandment of the L O R t> Nam 9 %%. 
the IftraeHtes reiki in the rents, and at the co)n~ 
fnatidrtent of the L P R t> thy journey' d. fiut 
what does immediately follow? why this; they jy^ 
kept the charge of the L O R t> at the cominaHdmeM 
of the LORD by the hand of Moses 3 which 
irrefiftibly fevinctt, that what Mos£s ordered, as' 
JEHO V AH'i Deputv, prim£ Minifter, or General, 
is faid to be commanded by the LO RD hitafelf. 

XW. THE very firft March they made aft6r 
the ere&ingof the Tabernacle, and the appoint- 
ing of the ugtials Upon it 5 js thus related lh the 
fame book of lumbers. And it came to ( pafs oH Nom - ,a 
theji»entatt> day of iht fecond month, in theihetni. 11 ' lXm 
year, that tbt Cloud was taken up from off tfo Ta- 
bernacle of the Tejiimony: arid the children of Ifrdel 
took theW journeys out of the 'wildefnefs of Sinai^ 
and the Cloud rejfed in thi TPiti&nefl 6f foirah, 
or they in c am p'd there. It is pr efen tly fsad ; rtnS 
*b*y firft took their journey, according to thi com- Vcr, 1 j. 
mandment of the LORD by the hand #/Moses: 

C 4 a 
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a ccrtan Sign that be commanded the Chud *s 
General (fimcij whocyey had the immediate di- 
reftion of it. Nor is it lcf$ manifeft, as we have 
been juft faying, that the a&yms of Moses, 
Jqsbu a% ^nd other representatives, are in tbciu- 
lands of places attributed to GO D, the Kiog of 
JfraeJ *. as in 41 ages has been the ftile, and yet 
continues to. be> with regard to Monarchs and 
Soverains. But the Jews and Christians perpetu- 
ally reading of the Fire or Cloud's going before 
and coming behind (wncrof anon) of its refting 
on the top or before the door of the^ Tabernacle^ 
they presently think it mov'd fa of it felf, 1 
merely becaufe the circumftances of managing j 
it thus are are omitted, in that abridgement ot 
the Mosaic Hiftory we call the Pentateuch. 
Men of immenfe Learning, and moft of 'cm Di- 
vines by profeffio% have undeniably prov'd it 
tp be a real Abridgement (but infinitely valuable) 
of fomc largcrHiftory of the Ifraelitcs. Among thefe 
I know not whether I ought to reckon my once 
hqnoijred Matter Triglanpius, the worthy 
Father of the prefent no lefs worthy Profeflbrat 
Ley den • fie wrote a Dijftrtation^ I have unfor-r 
jof. *o. tunately loft, concerning the Book of Jajber y 
i j. ' which laft word he proves to be wrong punftu- 
i Sam. x. ^ted with Vowels> and that the three qonfonants 
of it are an abbreviation of Jfrael : lb that in- 
ftea^d of reading the Book of Jajber ox the Juft y 
^s now univerially dope, he reads the Book of 
** ffraelj wherin he has my fuffrage. Yet whe- 
ther he hplds the Pentateuch* the book of J o- 
Shu a, and that of Jtidges y to be an abridge-: 
meat of this principal Hiftqry of Jfraelj I nei- 
ther perfectly remember* nor confequently wilt 

to. S5"^ is t noted abbrcritrion of Ifrmi in the writings of the 
Rabbins. 

averr: 
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averr : it being with me a facrcd maxim, %p a4* 
vance no fa£fc, without vouchers not to be con- 
tradi&ed. In the Introduction to the fo often 
mentioned MOSAIC REPUBLIC, IfhaU 
add more reafons, proving the Pentateuch an 
AbridgejDoeqt, to thole already produced by Mon- 
ficur Le Clerp, whofe Critical Commentaries 
on the Old %eftamnt % fair furpaffing all that eve* 
appear'd of that kind, I long to fee happily, 
finifh'd. In the mean time I cannot but obferve v 

with Ammianus Marcelunus, that 
*° whoever affeSs too great a brevity in relating, 
things unknown^ does not fo much confider, what 
are the moft remarkable things he Jhou y d exprefs) as 
what be Jhou *d pafs over infiknce % which obfer^r 
vation, tho not originally true, of the hiftorical 
booksof the Old Teftament^ yet is too true a$ they 
happen to be read at prefent : but when thofe 
things were written, or even abridged, they were 
very familiar to the readers of thcfe volums, and 
all the ideas relating to them perfectly under-? 
#ood. 

XV. TO return to the Subje&, from whence,- 
I have made this (majl excurfion, I wonder they,, 
who are fo fond of a Miracle in the Pillar of 
Cloud and Fire, do not affirm as muqh of the Ark * 
fincc, after the Ifraelites had, in their fecond march, 
advanced three days Journey from Mount Sinai, 
, the Ark of the Covenant of the LQRD wfcnt before Num. t0 - 
them in the three days journey y to fearch out a hefting M* H* 
place for them: and the Cloud of JEHOVAH 
mas upon them by day, when they went out of the 
Camp. No mention is here made of the Ark's 

*9 Qpi#}0« enim adfe&at nimiam brevkatera, ubi narrantar 
incognita ; non quid fignaatius explicet, Ad quid dcbcat practerirc, 
foutttur. £& i2. <ap. f » 

being 
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' being fcarry'd on men's Ihoulders befoi* the Army, 

as reprefatting GOD or the King's prefence : 
Fxod. if. *nd fcad not this tircwnlfemce beeh recorded elfi> 
14, 1 5. & where, with the rings and fttttes to make it pbrt- 
37- 3> * able, it «nuft undoubtedly l&ve bfeen transformed 
* iitto * Miride, as wdl as *A* Gfoudof JEHO V Att 

flevfery tiling being dcnommatfcd from the King) 
ibid. 10. which, in the fame place* is Aid &as upon ibem by 
34- day, when they went oat of the Klainp. To this 

a ptuticukr aUttfion is made in the firft chapter of 
Deuterorioikfo Where the thing teprefertting is 
Cftll'd by the name of the thing reptefenteo, or 
Dent. •. the Ark talTd the LORD j our GOD who went 
S*» ih i* the way bofore you, fays Mc s fc s, to ftarck you 
out a place to pittb your tents in\ in Fire by night, 
to jhvw you by whto way you JkotCd go, and in a 
Cloud by 4*y. This he likewife does, in the lift 
dted place of Numbers, by a very folemn form 
Num. 10. of words : for when the Ark fit forward Moses 
S*4<- Jkii, rift up, LORD, and ht thine Emmies beftau 
tend \ and let them that hate tbee$ fiee before tbet. 
And when it refted, he faid* y return, LORD, unfo 
the many tboufands of Ifrael. From his royal pre- 
eminence the Cloudy as you have now leen* is 
caird the Cloudof JEHOVAH* as Mosas 
Ibid. 14. f ajrs alfwhett, It Wilt be told tht Inhabit 
'*• ' tarn of this land,— that thy Cloud fkandetb 
over mm, and that thou gtefi before them : by day* 
time it d Pillar of * Cloud, and in a Pillar of 
Fire by night* Nothing caft be plainer than- all 
this, 

XVI. T H E R E ate allb natfages th*t fhow the 
Cloud was taken down, ana yet not exalted on si 
Pole to move forward , as a fign not only that 
there was no march as ufual : but that, upon high 
caufes of difpleafure, the difciplinc of tne Camp 
iheu'd no longer be obferv'd } w& that the Peo- 
ple 
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&le were to be abandon'd, witbout iic^d of gtiide 
in the Wiidcrnefe. When Mosbs* upon their 
making the Gal&e* Cai£ had c eitoovM the Tar ^ • 
bernacle out of the Camp* it came to fafs as be 3 * 
entered into the Tabernacle^ that the Qoudy PiUar 
defcended* and flood, at the deer, of the tabernaekz 
that is* as clearly appears from the coa* 
texfy it was taken down from the Taberaade* 
yet not carry 'd before the Army as a fign of march* 
jng, but fixt before the aoor> becaufe-the LORD 
retus'd to go up with them, tilt afterwords* upea 
their repentance, they were led qn as before. So 
upon a like occasion* viz: the (edition of Aaron 
and Miriam, the Pillar of the Cloud was taken N«m- **. 
*fcw*(NoTA bene here it is in termini* faid*' lo * 
to ,be taken down) and flood at the deer of 
the Tabernacle. I hope by this time I have fet in 
the cleared light the nature and ttfe of she Pillar 
of Cloud and Fire, directing the marches and ft** 
tions of the Israelites in the Wildernefs % in fuch 
a light, I fay, that no man of good understand* 
ing, or void of fuperftition, will any longer think 
it a miracle: for by a common rule* agreed upon 
no left by Divines tha.n others, that thing ought 
not to be reputed a Miracle, which em be explain 1 d 
hy the laws ef Nature or ordinary means^ ana 'where 
a perfe& account is given ef all appearances. Ou 
this fcore it is,, that I have brought parallel «n 
amples, as I ftaall do more prefently* out of aU* 
thors pofterior to Moses, not for proof (fincc 
that rcfulfs from the thing it felf ) but for illuftr** 
tion; as all Commentators explain the afttient by 
the modern ufages of the Eaftern nations, wher* 
of numberlefs ioftances occurr in their books. 
Where things, in {hprt> feem in all refpe£h alike* 
they ought to be deem'd of the like nature, tho 
one author be more pfcrtkuto in relating circum- 
ftances than another, or m*y ufc a different ftiie 
and wanner of writing. XVII. 
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XVII. I READILY agree however, that 
I am oblig'd to folve all the difficulties, which 
can be reasonably made againft my account of the 
Cloud. Some, that have been ofler'd in fortuitous 
converfation, are extremely frivolous and imper- 
tinent. But the obje&ion, with . which I mall 
begin, appears at firft fight to be the difficulteft 
of all j or, if people will have it fo, the moft mi* 
raculous. When the Ifaelites, in their flight or 
Expd. 14. cxpulfion, were got as farr as Pihahiroth by the 
f"^ 1 ** fed fea* and the Egyptians purfiiing had come up 
clofe with them, being farr fupertor in number 
and all other advantages : the firft were in the 
utmoft confternation, having the fea before and 
the Enemy behind \ which made them give them- 
(elves over for loft, not oncly as fooh as the Morn- 
ing fhou'd appear, but even took it for granted 
they were id be attacked, and quite deftroy'd 
that very night. The particulars you have in the 
fourteenth chapter of Exodus, where it is further 
Ibid 14. related, that the Angel of GOD, which went be- 
*9> 2 °* fo re the Camp of Ifrael^ removed and wentibehind 
them * and the KUar of the Cloud went from be- 
fore their face, or front, and ft pod behind them^ or 
in the rear: and it came between the Camp of the 
Egyptians and the Camp of Ifrael^ and it was a 
cloud and darkhefs to thofa but it gave light by 
night to thefe 5 fo that ike- one came net near the 
other all that Might. It is obfervablej that the E- 
gyptians, accuftom'd to the manner oPpaffini 
J tkofedefarts, were not an&zM at the Cloud ( whicl 
they nuift certainly have been, were it a thing 
unufual) but, oil the contrary, thfey follow^ it y 
tho, as it will: be immediately fcen, it deceived* 
and milguided them. The Angel of GOD men- 
tion'd here, and about which the Ghriftian Di- 
vines of all nations ate divided (fome maintaining 
it to -be the fi*fl>of the heavenly K(ier^rchy, but 

' # • *• ••■ npioft* 
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moft that it was no meaner a TPerfbn than Cit!Ustf ! 
himfelf ) I /hall' prove in its place to have be£h> 
rid other* than a mere mortal man ? thp Guide' 
of the Ifra&ites in'thd Wildernefsj; and the over*- 
feer or dire&or of the portable Fire, as part of 
Jhis peculiar office and province. But as tor the- 
thing it fclf* the moving of the FIR £, which ir 
the point in queftiori,. it was a ftratagem of warr 
there, iio left th^n elfwhere* which ftratagem F 
lay here* open tci the mcaneft capacity, by a paf-' 
fege out of HicCyropedid, as being exa&Jy jparaK 
lei. When Cyhus and C yaxare s, at th4 
head 'of ah Army of Medes and Pcrfians, lay in* 
eampM: in the ehemie*s country j the Artriy of the 
Babylonians^ Lydians, and Egyptians, farr (iipes 
rior to number, came up with them at laft. Here^ 
upon (feys "Xe no phon) they did not by night 
kindle the Fires tn the center of'fhe Canyr, but iff 
the front of fry that y Jf any ofiW Enemy mov* i 
in the nighty they tnigWt fee* and not befeeh ofthehij 
by means of tht t Fire\ They ilketvift frequently placed 
the tire in the rear sf tht Camp to deceive the ene*> 
my •, which ocedfion'd their fcouts to fall in with the 
out-guards % by redfmthe Fires were behind the 
Campy wheras r they f fuppos % 4 Shemfepves to be at a 
conjtderable difiahce^ a$ believing the Fire waS ifi 
its bfdinary place. I have rioted much fuchario-! 
thcr v paflage m the lame Xenophon, and there' Lib. S. & 
art "toany more ia other Hiftorians. ' Here thetf : " i3[ ^ r « cc ' 
you have FIRE" removing frbfn one place tA-' l; »' ' 
another/ fomtimps before and fomtimes behind ' l ' 



&it (xivtoi rov r&rmrifw %x,kioy\ oir»< lf**Vi (i& erriHv 
T*< iy*KA r»¥ TQte(Jim'> ar t?tv ir% kai KATAettoKU <»c- 
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the Camp : bqfc fo «>rdcr'd, as to be a light and 
guide to the Perfiaas y at the lame time, that it 
was darkoefs aod deception to the Aflyriai*. that 
if my of tht enemy matfi in fk night (fay* the 
(preec writer). jfrw »i|j&* yi^ *pd not ho fee* of 
ib*m y by mtom of the FIR fL It "was 4 eloud attJ 
dfirlmeJA to tfat Egyptians (lays the Hebrew wri- 
ter) bat it gpvfi kght by night to fhc Braclitesy y&> 1 
that the am came pot near the other aU' the nt$t% 
for the Egyptiaqs* judging, by the Fire, thougkc 
the Hraelites to be much nearer than they were* 
The Ontfly difference between the anchors* of thef 
Pentateuch and« the Cyropedia is, that the latter 
relates tno^ particularly how this was done 1 .^hije 
the other omits forae circumitances ; or rathea 
words them differently, the thing being then fo- 
miliar to every body. The author or the Cyro~ 
jfidkL wrote or matters he learnt from ftrangers* 
utterly unkqowq, or feldotri us'd in his own coun- 
try : wheras the author of ihe Pentateuch relates 
what was well known, or-ciiilotpary co his rea-\ 
decs* and thetfore not needing to be defcrib*d by 
thole minute tir?umftancesi< which he omits o« 
a tho«fand otl^tt Ijich; ocqt (ions* 

XVIII. I SHAJ^L give hut this one exam- 
ple of fiich Omilfions. Wh^n men r of clear, un^ 
dcgiHndifig, and. found judgpaent p&& in JDtuUrt- 
wmfc tha%- during the forty #eai$ wandring of 
Drat.fr 4. the Ifcaelites in, the wilderncft, their doaths wcr* 

6 x 9 f' not grown, old r nor their Jboos worn out* Her their 

feet fwolkn for want of being {hod > they know; 
Exod..to. the reafon is*, becaufe they, were fupply\T.w;ijh 
9, 24, z6. the wool and skins of thole numerous herds, and 
* x \l J*» flocks ttoeyrhad along with* them, which are ve- 

7 &M xydtfthia^enriott*d: and moreover, that Wan 
t*jfim. v,ers*' Taylors, and Shoomakers (any more than 

other Jt^fceis* fcch as* Architect, Carpenters, 

Goldfmiths, 



Gotifoiths* and Jcwdfcta) cou'dl wt b* *w*i$g 
in a multitude of more thai* fix bu*dr$cjf tj^wj(w4 
men, befides vzQxa&x a$d cbiWreu. A«4> **k <tf? 
faSt, we flad tfafiv tad ali thtifc in the f Wildf** 
&cft> at tie twfloing of the Tab&n*ele» wdey 
tfec diro£tk>a of Brxal&ex aftd Aj»o>*,i,a*> E **|- **• 
Yet this not hciogparticwlady «p*tft&*te&»* /** ^1 
glace* whenc the ganraats and from of j&t Ifta*? fr-if— 
fite* aire meatioa'a (as tthat gocxi HiftOTJaAdaft 30. * *Uti. 
always write ^atihflu'^ be nzxmdkf SvppQ£4?i 
yaa are not ignorant how nu«nca*i* bft *h# wrie 
tens whamarmain^ that tJbcir Ckjaths w4 *b**f 
Shoo* ware ib fenj £<*n becomacg'.okl; ttai v th«Jf 
evca grew wider andi lj»ig<t% io prc^of^Q^ sa 
the growth of tieir limlpa, taoiti cfciildhoodt^^wirfH 
iood; that tb* fe*W nswrr vaci^, tfait: «^ p^N; 
«n&-ewc worn-01; torn* Thisihqw^ ,Xl&&. mttor 
bera iimd Tfruih ate not mfepijabte,- Jbfere. ar* 
abundance of Myfkticv occtton'd; by *vim*%*$ 
not figrihg in dke&mrms, that /#/&*£ <«r#s 9Mftf«- 
iwgio tb* JJrae&titJmtito'wiidtxHefs) virij^dfifeft 
NfittE juah* magntfrmg God^ prw^»ce ^n f 

&hi& vpry fubje&v IkeoJUr toppUeg, fiwmg:. J&r# Ncfc 9- **» 
jiA^rj iidfi tbsk fujk&n* tkenk vk l&f mtlicnmfx^ fii 
ika^TMMY t*ACKEi> nothing 5 tbeipthaifo 
wax&tnat ald y mi i&zit fe& foudlcA mt.. But; this 
cannot fetisfy, thofe, by vrbom 6gu*E$ are eafi&ir 
cltattg'd iiitio mitacks^andnvanftq^ aaade of om& 
fiong, I am forty to < findl .a raau. otherwife very 
faftaed^ Ma^asjirh Bbe Isr^ae^l among 
tthena* ^llo attributes* this m^lexoxhtz^iCImiC 

^oiAcxGbbuh^ 
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*i. Afli m*, tl Mihgvo^t kit VdWoi, 'qae.aafrtwegeci- 
aa, mas ft confervavad en tin mifmo ftr, crecittnd^juntamooct 
000 tSos, ea virtwd de k» nuvts de k honra, como'tambitB dl 
m> fel« aver hfachtdo «i taaco csmino kw pw* I» to Argu- 
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an Father^ or his more credulous modern diftriplq 
tftftfti&ed by a fabulous Jewifh Cabalift> cou'dbe 
capable of conceiving or propagating fuch abfur- 
dities, as are vended on this tubje£h But the 
country of Chimeras is of vaft extent. Eyery 
man of sin implicite Constitution, is as fond ancl 
conceited of the wonderful, the extraordinary, and 
- the I know not what* in his Religion, as he's in 

his Miftreft* As each of 'cm muft needs be a 

None-fuch in their, kind, fo he profeflcs himfelf 
always ready to fight or fuffer for both, be bis 
rivals ever lb formidable: Neither the one nor 
the other is ever in the wrong j or being fo, muft 
never be contradi&ed : and he pafles for an envi- 
ous or an ill-bred fellow, who does not join in 
drinking- the health or fingingthe praifes of both. 
Thefe are nice points of honor, where the con- 
fulting of fedate reafon, wotfd be apt to cool a 
heroic paffion * and hinder an impertinent obfti- 
raCy, to pais for the virtues of fidelity and 
perieveranccf. , The companion does hold 
thro-out of thefe Vifionaries : and Knights*er- 
■ * rant ate equally ridiculous, whethefr they/ turn 
bulliesfor Religion or Ladies. But ndt to lofe 
fight of our; ftratagenjs, wherof abundance have 
been antiently, and are ftiil performed by the 
help of FIRE* VtGETius fays, when** jir* 
mies are divided, they fignify to their Confederates 
in the nighttime by flame, and in the day-time 
by fmoke, what can by no other means be done. 
And Froktimus, the** Arabs$ whofe cuftom 






.. »; Si divUac fint copiac, per no&em Fkmmis, per diem .Fux&o, 
fignificant focijf , quod aliter mm poteft nunciari. Lib. ; . cap* $\ 
14 Anbcsj cum «{fet riot* conftetudo edrUBi, qua de adyentu 
iioftium iriterdiu Furno, no&u Igne Jfignificare inftituerafit, ut fine 
Sntcrmiflione ea fiercdt, praccepcf urn, adventantibus autem adver- 
ftnjsintertnitterent: <jui ciim,ccflaotib«sluminibus f exifttmarent 
ignorari adventutn fuum, tfidios iogreffi oppreffqae foot. JH 
Stratagem, tik. a. caf. f. 
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*mas welt known to give notice of. the enemies approach . 
by Smoke in, the day-time, and by Fire in the night* 
time, ordered this method to be obferv'd without in- 
termifjion, except when the-Enemy drew near : wher* 
upon thefe feeing no flafne y and iherfore believing 
their coming was not difcovefd, made an inroad 
with the greater impetuofity, . and were in tonfe- , 
quence overthrown. But to produce more inftan- 
ces wou'd be mifpcnding of time, fince that ci- 
ted out of the Cyropedia is, as I noted before, aa 
exa&pafaHeL 

2£lX. T rf £ next difficulty arifes from fom6 
people's confounding one Cloud with another, or 
rather with others. In the firft place, they con- 
Found the guiding Cloud with that of mount Si* 
mi, which was a cloud properly fo calPd, dut of 
which iffu'd thunder and lightning. And '>it cam* Ex(K ^ 
fo pafs on the third day in the mornings as you have 1 6. 
it in the iptlh of Exodus,, that there were thunders^ 
and lightnings, and a thkk Cloud upon the Mount \ 
Which, juft after, is call'd «£*»<?&, by an eafy me- v & ,g 
taphor ufual to other ** Writers, who term the 
fog on mountains a ruffet Cloud and like'wifc thick 
darknefs. A little before in this fame chapter it 
is alfo called a thick Cloud, as in the following ver. 9. 
chapter it is called thick darknefs : very natural vtTll% 
preparations for thunder and lightning. It is faid 
to have cov.er'd the Mount, as clouds arc Wonts Ibid. 24. 
to do, and is the fame that is again mentioned in f f — x 8# 
the thirty fburth chapter. After indicating thefe ver. s • 
places, twill be an eafy thing to diitinguiitt from 
the metaphorical Cloud on the Tabernacle, this , 
rial Claud on the mountain wherever it occurrs, 



1 . 



%$ Fit quoque mi montis vicina cacutnina coclo 
Quanv fint quaeqUe fnagis, taato raagis editajument 
Afijduc fulvK pubis caligjwe ctafla, lucrtu lib. 6> vtr 4;8. 

D* as 
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as well as the many allufions to it in the books ot 
the Old Teftament. It wou'd be too long a di- 

rHon here^ and indeed it merits a Differtation 
it fclf, to fliow that by the Glory of GOD fo 
oftc^ mentioned on this occafion, is fignifyM 
JFlames of Fire, as Thunder is calPd his Voice. But 
this, I fay, requires an entire dilcourfe. In the 
mean time they, who are for diminifhing of 
Clouds and multiplying of Miracles, will have it, 
that tho no further mention is made of the Cloud's 
leading the Ifraclites when once they left the wil- 
dcrneis, and came to the cultivated countries about 
' the river Jordan, where its guidance became wholly 
needlefs : I fay, notwithftanding all this, they 
"- pertinacioufly maintain that it continued after- 
Exo'.i*. wards, as a ftanding miracle among the Jews * 
4 i. & 30. firft in the Tabernacle, and next in the Temple. 
» * . It was in th is Cloud (permanent according to them) 

iKfc» 8.' r ^ Lt G ® D promis'd to meet Aaron, with the 
, 1# fucceding High Priefts, and to /peak with them : 

Exod. if. for GOD, as Solomon remarks, faid, that 
i2. & 19. fy wQffd dwell in the thick darknefs 5 alluding, 
26. Num. without all queftion, to the places juft cited out 
7.B9. & of Exodus. The place of the Cloud, both in the 
17-4- Tabernacle and the Temple, was on theMercy- 
1 KingsB. f eat between the two Cherubims, in the Holy 
"chron. °f Holies j where the High-Prieft alone entcr'd 
$\ 14, & once a year, to make an extraordinary expiation 
<*• «« for the whole people. The time and manner of 

Lcvit 16 l ^ s cx pi at0I 7 Sacrifice are particularly defcrib'd 
2 . * # in Leviticus, where it is faid, that the LORD 

IrcmExod. [aid unto Moses, fpeak unto Aaron thy brother^ 
jo. io,&c jfat fa come n0 f a j a n ti mes into th fofy place 

within the vail before the Mercy-feat, which is 
upon tb* Ark, that ho die not \ for I will appear 
in the Cloud upon the Mercy- feat. Here you have 
the miraculous Cloud, fay they : yet that this was 
not the conducing Cloud in thq wildernefs,- but 

one 
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one of the Pricft's own railing, I am now not oridy 

going to fhow, bnt alfo to produce the receipt 

for making of it. For a general rule being thus * 

laid down for the Prieft, next follows the matter rcr -J— f, » 

of the facrifice he Was to offer In the San&uary $ 

with the garments he was to w*ar on this fo- 

lemn occafion, and tht ritual of his adrftiniftring. 

Then it is added, he Jhatt take a cenfer-full of burn- w. 1 1,13} 

ing coals of fire from the Altar before the LORD, 

and his hands full of fweet incenfe beaten fmall^ and 

brim it within the tail : and he Jhatt put the in* 

cenji upon the fire before the LORD, that the Cloud 

of the interne may cover the Mercy-feat that is , 

upon the Teftimony^ that he die not. Here you 

plainly fee, that it was a, Cloud of fmoke, a Cloud 

of the Prieft's own making, &s I promised to 

fhoyfy and how he did it too. It might likewife , 

be very properly faicF, ' that Gf O dwelt iti 

the thick darkne/Sy fince there were no win* 

dows at all in the San£hiary > nor was there 

any other fort of light in it, unlels perhaps 

fome glimmering rays piercing thro the Vail, 

from the lamps that were burning without it, 

in the antichamber of JEHOVAH the King 

oflfrael. x 

XX. THIS obfeurity was yet made more 
obfeure, by the addition of the Cloud of fmoke : 
but in what manner the LORD commune there 
with the High-I?ricft, and how he manifeftcd his 
prefencc to him, is lione of my bufinefs now to 
examine. Yet if any be ctefircous to know what 
that odoriferous iticenfc ^as, wherof we read in the 
receipt for making the Smoke or Cloudy there is a 
particular defcription of it, . according to the art of 
the Apothecary* for the feryicc of the Tabernacle^* 
in the thirtieth Chapter of Exodus > but with a ExocL *o. 
fcvere prohibition not to make any of it for a H— 3*r 
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common perfume, or for ordinary ufe. Tis evi- 
dent therfore, that the Cloud in the Oracle^ or 
holyeft place, whether of the Tabernacle or the 
Temple, was neither the Cloud which guided the 
IfraeBtcs in the wildernefs, nor any way miracu- 
lous in it felf 5 and fo nothing at all againft my 
opinion, but a plain confirmation of the fame. I 
fiud juft now, that it was none of ply prefent 
bufinefs to inquire, in wfiat manner the LORD 
fpoke in the Oracle to the Hjgh-Prieft, or how 
he manifefted his prefence to him in that facred 
and awful obfeurity . But Epiphanius tells 
, v& (with laudable deteflation) a ridiculous ftory 

about this matter, out of an apocryphal Chrifti- 
an * 6 Book, intitul'd, the Progeny 0/ Mar y. In 
this worthy piece it was among other things con- 
tained, that the rpafon why Zachary's mouth 
Luc 1.20. was ftopt, and that he was afterwards kill'd be- 
tween the Temple and the Altar, was 5 that the 
Ibid. ver. Angel of whom we read in L u k e, and whom 
1 1, &c. |j C g iw j n t h c Temple^ was a man dilguis'd under 
the figure of an Afs : who, being furpriz'd, throt- 
tl'd him, left he fhou'd tell the Jews what a rare 
(jOD they worfhip'd \ but that, when he after- 
wards recovered the ule of his voice, and told 
what he had difcovcr'd, they did aftually kill him. 
Exod. 18. It was added,, that the reafon why Moses com- 
ih 34*3i r - manded the High-prieft to wearbells'on his robe, 
was j that as oft as he entcr'd the Temple to per- 
form his office, he that was worfhip'd (being 
warn'd by the found of the bells) might with- 
draw, and not be catch'd in that mafquerade. 
But to repeat this incoherent fable, is to confute 
it : and it muft be own'd that fuch Chriftians, as 
the compiler of the Progeny of M a r y, carry'd 
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their averfion to Judaifm an unaccountable length s 
juft as the ' mob, at this very time in Portugal, 
wou'd tear a man to pieces, that durfl: affirm the 
Virgin Mary had been a Jewefs. To return, af- 
ter this flight excurfion, to the Pillar of Cloud 
and Fire (which, to fay it in a word, is oftner 
mention'd under the name of a Cloud than of Fire 9 
becaufe the Ifraelites march'd oftner by day than 
by night) it is not onely confounded, with the 
thick Cloud of tncenfe in the Temple, and wirfi 
that in . the Tabernacle before it 5 but alfo with 
the Fire on the Altar^ for which I am going to 
cite the text that is brought to prove it. Then a Exod. 40. 
Cloud covered the Vent of the Congregation^ and the 34* $$- 
Glory of the LORD filVd the Tabernacle : and 
Moses was not able to enter into the 'tent of the 
Congregation^ becaufe the Cloud abode thereon^ and 
the Glory of the LORD filVd the Tabernacle. 
But how? N Not becaufe of the Cloud pitch'd on 
the top of the Tabernacle, but by reafon of the 
Cloud on, the Altar of Burnt-offering at the Door Ver. i$. 
of the Tabernacle, then plentifully burning for 
thp firft time, and covering the place with its 
fipqkej while the flaipe, or the Glory of the Ver.i6,ty. 
LORD, from the Altar pf Incenfe, fill'd the 
Tabernacle. The like happened long after to the 
Priefts in Solomon's time 5 tho we have fuffi- • KJn g 8 8 - 
ciently evine'd, that thefe Clouds were of the compart ' 
Prieft's own making, and farr from being the with % 
guiding Cloud in the wildernefs. Chron. r. 

XXL ANOTHER thing fcarce worth the & 1* '» i; 
mentioning, % if many did not vehemently infift on 
it, is the fancy or thbfe who multiply Pillars y 
tho they diminifh Clouds*, and will needs have it, 
that the Pillar of Fire was one thing, and the 
Pillar of Cloud another. I grant they were fo, 
jjl the fenfe that Fire and Smoke arc call'd two 

D 3 things: 
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things : but if I have prov'd, and that the nature 
of the thing ftiows, it was the Flame and the 
• Smoke of the felf : fame FIRE, that ferv'd, the 
one of 'em, for a guide by day, and the other by 
night * then I think it a very improper way of 
(peaking, to call them TW^O PILLARS, as . 
even Menasseh Ben Israel 27 does, for 
whom I conceive neverthelefs an uncommon 
efteem, where his Judgment keeps pace with his 
Learning. Moses no where fays they were 
TWO PILLARS, no more than he any 
where fays they wete M I RA C U LO U S. Nay, 
he does in more than one place {peak as of one 
Pillar, tho the twofold ufe of it has led many 
Jews and Christians into the notion of two di- 
Exod. 14. ftin& Pillars. Thus in Exodus 1 t came between 
*«• the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Ifraely 

and it was a CLOUD and darknefs to them^ 
but it gave LIGHT by night to tbefe. So in 
Num. 9. Numbers ", whether It was by day lor by night that 
**• the Cloud was taken up 9 they journeyed % where 

any man may demonftntfively fee, if he did not 
perceive it before, that tlie Pillar of Fire by 
night, and the Pillar of Cloud by day, was one 
and the fame thing. Neither is there m6rc weight 
in the next faqcy, that the Pillar of Fire was fa 
extraordinary large and luminous, as not onely to 
guide the whole Army * but alfo to give fo clear 
a light to every individual man in it, that, farr 
from tripping or ftumbiing, he cou'd fee a pin 
or a needle at his feet. When once the wonder- 
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a 7- Dios protige cl pueblo, guiandolos con colunas dc Nuve 
y del Fuego. In the Argument to the \%th of Exodus. Refitri 
[Mojei] come h mifma Colusa de Nuve, que cubrio cl Ta- 
bcrn acu ] el dia que fe k van to, durd de dia todos los 40 annos del 
dciierto* y otraJe Fuego, pa? a altrmbrar de Nocbc. In the Argu- 
ment to the o*A of Nuraoers, *nd to the fame ptrfofi tlfwhtr*. 
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ful has got into a man's head, it wholly poflcfTes 
him p and leaves no room for any thing elfe, nor 
knows how to fet any bounds to it fclf. Yet 
Scripture (forfooth) muft be quoted for this pre- 
carious, or rather tnonftrous fuppofition. The 
principal text they bring, is this following out 
ofNsHEMUH. Ttt thou, in thy manifold mer- Nch.9.1^ 
***h forfookefi them not in the wildernefs : the Pil- 
lar of the Cloud departed not from them by day, to 
had them in the way j neither the Pillar of Fire by 
night j to Jhoiv them light y and the way wherin they 
Jbou'd go. Here the utmoft import of the words 
amounts to no more, than that the Pillar ftiow'd 
the way to the whole Army, which no body de- 
nies j nor wou'd any deny it, fliauM the firft co- 
lumn only fee it, Cnce the next wou'd follow 
that, and fo of the reft. It was therfore a gene- 
ral guide or point of view, for the place to which 
they tended 5 but not as to every man's feet, much 
Jefs for theirprivate concerns : a thing Jewifli and 
Christian dodrors have not been afhairrd to affirm, 
To as little purpofe do they cite this of the feven* 
ty eighth Pfaim : in the day-time alfo he led them P£!m» 78. 
with a Cloud, and all the night with a Light of ! 4- 
Fire . Who denies it ? But it wou'd be abufing 
my reader's patience, to infift longer on this head! 
I'm (ure tit wou'd be ihowing a very mean opini- 
on of his underftanding. 

XXII. THE lafttext, however, puts me in 
mind of the hundreth and fifth Pjafm^ out of < 
which a Paffagc is allede'd to prove, that the ba«- 
fis of the Pillar was xo large, as to cover the 
whole camp of Ifrael, over which it hung perr 
pendicularly. Thie words are, be fpread a Cloud Pfal 
for a coverings and Fire to give light in the night* 39 
This is a plain aUufion, as appears from the verfes 
of that Pfalm going before and coming after* to 
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the ipth and 2.0th verfes of the 13 th chapter qf 

Exodus-, where the placeing of the Claud behind 

the Camp, became a covering, that is, a prote£ti-» 

: T$6 on to it. The original word has no fefs general 

a fenfe, than covering has in Englifli, as we lay to 

cover an army or a town. This is felf-evigent 

: from thofe many places in the Old Teftament, 

where it docs not always fignify tfo cover or foreaa 

Exod. 16. over the whole furface ot any thing j but ftands 

* 6 'pf? T ' for hangings, protection, and the like, Nor do 

4?& 140. l ^ e words over or under alwdys imply, what 

7. Ifa. 11. they are made to do on this occafion : fincc 

8, fcc. in the fame fenfe that the Cloud was faid to be 

ever the Camp, by being elevated oh the Taber- 
nacle in their ftations, or on a Pole in their 
marches \ we fay, and all men fay, that fuch a 
body of men are undet their colors, tho not one 
fingle perfonis thereby covered. No more is any 
fo^ by the officers being faid to be over them. 
Some lay great ftrels with refpeft to this total co- 
vering, on a place in the firft Epiftlt to the Corin- 
thians, where Paul allegorizing on the principal 
paflages of the Jewifh deliverance from the Egy p- 
. io, tian flavery, fays, moreover, Brethren, Iwou'd not 
that ,ye Jbou'd be ignorant \ how that all our Fathers 
were under the Cloud, and all pajjed thro the fea j 
and were all baptized unto Moses in the Cloud, 
and in the fea. I leave the Divines to battle it^ 
about the meaning of Baptizing in this place 5 for 
as none of the Ifraelites cou'd be faicJ,* in favor 
of dipping^ to have been under water in their paA 
fage over the fea : fo I am afraid as little can be 
inrerr'd, on the behalf of fprinkling, from the 
Cloud y that gentle dew, which fome have fancy *d* 
being a pure diftillation of their own brains. It 
wou'd be a rane proof for InfanUbaptifm, cou'd it 
be handfomly made out. But, as fair as concerns 
my prcfent fubjedt, this paflage is a palpable allu- 

fion 
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Hon to the places, where the Cloud js mentioned 
in the Pentateuch $ particularly to the 1 3 th chap* 
ter of Exodus 9 jutt before the pafling of the Ifras- 
lius over the red fea. 

XXIII. THE falfe interpretation fore'd upon 
the $pth verfe of the 105th Pfalm^ by men who 
are not fatisfy'd with die obvious fenfe of Scrip* 
tun^ or by others who do not find the Scripture 
countenancing theis vain Traditions, has produced 
more extravagant imagiriations, than any of the 
ftrange Glofles occafion'd by the Cloud. Some 
afflert it did fo cover the Ifraefites, as not onely to 
keep t>fF unwholfom dews or blafts, and the 
fcorching heat of the fun $ but that they never 
faw, nor indeed needed to fee, the fun, moon> 
or ftarrs, during the forty years they wandcr'd 
in the wiidemefs. The Rabbins add, that the 
Cloudy like woolfacks or bags of earth in our mor 
dern trenches, deadrfd the arrows and artillery of 
the Egyptians, who; ply'd the- Ifraelites ham all 
the night. But not content with one Cloudy they 
talk of no fewer than feven Clouds of glory y in- 
compafling the- camp : four towards the four 
winds, left any fhou'd injure them with an evil 
eye $ otie above them, left the fun (as we faid) 
ihou'd hurt them $ pne under them, that ihou'd 
bear them up as a mother does her child j and 
the feventh marching three days journey before 
them, deprefling the hills and exalting the val- 
leys into a level, deftroying all manner of ferpents, 
fcorpions, or other noxious creatures, and markr 
ing the fevcral places of pitching their camp. To 
be thus a Marechal de Camp, was nothing to o- 
ther fervices. The Cloud fupply'd each fingle 
fentinel iqftead of a laundrefs, a fcourcr, a nurfe 
(and what not ?) purifying and whitning their 
cloaths, keeping their bodies clean from fweat 

or 



v. 



4 t HOD ECUS. 

or vermin, and fanning them in their march with 
refreshing breezes. Mighty difputes have beea 
raised about the matter of the Cloudy that I may 
here once for all rid my hands of fuch villous : 
as, whether it was not one of the things made 
before the creation of the world, but laid up till 
chc proper time of ufing it ? whether it was not 
created out of nothing, and redue'd to nothing 
again ? or if created out of (bmthing, whether i% 
was out ' of elementary fire, and the ordinary 
mattpr of other clouds F Several maintain, that 
one fide of it was obfeure, and t'other bright* 
chat it was a fymbol of the Trinity, and that the 
fccond perfon therof dwelt in it. This Pillar has 
prov'd a fruitful field of Allegories to the Fathers 
* and other Divines, who, without any difficulty 
in the world, ' find in it the divine and humane 
nature of Christ, with other things no Ids 
admirable and fublime. When I mentioned the 
Rabbinical dreams about the creation of this Pih 
lor or Cloud, I forgot to relate that.icveral of 
*cm held it to have oecn created on the evening 
of the firft Sabbath, tho pOD is faid to have 
rcfted that day from all his works. But this Even* 
ihg was no part of the Sabbath, according to the 
. way of dividing thpe by the modern Jews. To 
be fure the facred Pillars of the Heathens had 
their original from the guiding Pillar of the Israe- 
lites, as not a few good Christians have affirm'd. 
lt Huetius, in what he calls his Drmonftrati* 

t>8* Atque haec penfami mihi probabile fir, columns* ilbs cele- ' 
fares H^pcv lis ex columna ignea, Ebraeorum exercitui prac- 
cunte, origincm habuifle— Et nos jam obfervavimus cxCle- 
menu Alexandrine Bacchum et Apollinem, qui Mosis 
i jeemes &nj, Columnaefymbolo, propter eafidem Columnam, lirae- 
Ktarum ducem, fuifle expreflbs ■ T ot commentitia&CoIum- 
pas peperituna haccColumoa, in qua deliteicens dominus, duccm 
fc itmeris Ebracis pracbuit-r&e, &c. fropcf IV. $eft, i% Itbro J o- 
kvaie, num. 13; 
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Evangeiiciy finds it in the Temple of Apollo* 
nay in the Myfteries of JJ a c c h u s j and gravely 
fays, that it gave rife to the Pillars of Hercju- 
jle s, and to the other memorial Pillars of the an- 
tients. T\$ pity he has not found their Archi- 
tecture and Orders in it, which he might have 
done as eafilyas the reft. , In effect, there hav$ 
been fuch as dilputed, whether it was an upright 
or an inverted column, becaufe fmoke foreads 
larger as it mounts : and if fuch fancies be in- 
dulged, it may be prov'd to have been a wreath'd 
column, ^fince the afcending of fmoke appears 
ftnral j and yet neither wreath'd nor inverted, but 
iftraight and pyraWdal, which is the proper mo- 
tion of flame. Finally the Jews expeft, that, up- ' 
on the future return of the twelve Tribes, at the 
corping of the Messiah, from all the countries 
where they are difpers'd j this Cloud will again 
precede them to the holy land, whither I wiih 
them a good journey: tho, during Jthe time of 
their waiting, I am farr from being weary of 
their company here 5 where they are mod ufefui 
fubje£h, arid many of 'em my very good friends* 

XXIV. IN the works of a fam'd Commentator, . * 
no lels a fine Gentleman than a finiih'd Sqhollar, I 
find there was fomc bodv (where or when wc are 
not told) who maintain'd that the Fire and Smoke, 
preceding the Ifr^elites in the wildernefs, was the 
[acred inextinguijbabU Tire carry'd on the Altar for 
burnt-offrings and other facrifice^. The falfity 
of this opinion appears at firft fight. There is no 
mention of fuch a facred inextinguiihable fire a* 
mong the firft Egyptians, or the Hebrews their in*. - \ 

mates and flaves, nor yet among the antediluvian 
or poftdiluvian Patriarch* : every thing, that caa 
be offer'd to this pttfpofc, being palpably ground- 
lefi and precarious. As for the ordinary fire, whe* ' 

ther 
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ther for dr effing of meat or other neceflary uCcSy 
it cou'4 not be wanting in an Army of more than 
fix hundred thoufand men > and inftances without 
number we cou'd producethey had it, fhou'd any 
require, what all men (without fuch proofs) will 
fuppofe. A.portable Altar the Ifraelites had none, 
on their coming <jut of Egypt. The firft menti- 
on of any Altar among them, is a diredion to 
FxoeL i». raife one of earth or of unhewn ftoncs, neither 
04,15,26. jf ort portable moft certainly, and onety to be us'd 
on tranfient occafions. The firft Altar we read 
J**** H- ere&ed by M o s e s himfclf, was of unhewn ftones j 
** which had been a needlefs labor, were there a 

Portable one then, as afterwards, in the camp. 
Jeither did Aaron, who was not yet a Prieft, 
nor any other Priefts, bring facred Fire from E- 
gypt : for they were fome of the Firft-bom that 
offer'd facrificc on this firft Altar ofMosES, he 
himfelf officiating with them, and not the leaft 
mention of facred or extraordinary fire. Hear 
Vcr, f> 6. the very words. And he fent young men of the 
children of Ifrael, which offefd burntroffringsj and 
facrifie'd peace-offrings of oxen unto the LO R D : 
and Moses took half the bloody and put it in ba- 
fonSj and half of' the blood be fprinkfd on the Al- 
tar ', &c. When the Tabernacle with its furniture 
was order'd to be built, two portable Altars were 
likewife dirc&ed to be made 5 befides which they 
never us'd any other^ till they came into the land 
of Canaan. To begin with the laft, the one was 
Ibid. jo. the Altar ofincenfe^ cover'dwith gold, and plac'd 
i» &c. before the Ark in the San£buary. But th \s is not 
that in queftion. The other was the Altar of 
Ibid. %j. burnt-offring, five cubits fquare, and cover'd with 
1— *. br^fs, with its rings and ftaves on each fide to 
Lcrit. 6. carry it. On this there was to be a perpetual Fire^ 
S--i 3. which ^as firft kindPd a little after Aaron had 
ibid. 9. 14. t, een con ftituted High-prieft. I^aw, that the 

* / fire 
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fire of this Altar was not the fire that fhouM guide 
the Ifraelites* is tfiariifeft from various confidera- 
tions, of which Ifliall onely allege a few. In the 
firft place~thefe fires were for different ufes,. the 
one for offring facrifice, the other for fliowfng 
the way/ Or if it fliou'd be faid, that one and , 
the fanje fire might ferve for both thefe purpofes % 
I anfwer, that m Egypt,; in the wildcrnefc on 
the other fide of the red fea, they had the fire 
for fhowing the way : wheras the perpetual fire 
for facrifice was inftituted oh this fide, at the foot 
©f mount Sinai in Arabia 5 and no mention made 
of atly other ufe, ; but the contrary ftrongly im- 
ply'd. In the next place, the facred fire was in 
the couyt of the Tabernacle, the guiding fire on 
thetopofit; as,onamarch, theone was oftencar- 
ry'd in the middle of the Gamp, the other always 
aloft before it. TheAltar,<n the third.place, war 
not, from the defcription of it, made to be hoift- 
cd up on the top of thd Tabernacle, or on a long 
Pole before the Army 3 'nor cou'd it convenient- 
ly, if at all, be fet.up or let down at pleafiirc : 
wheras an iron pot, • or any fuch machine ititt 
us'd for the fame end, • tnay be . eafily hoifted 
to the top of a Pole, Where it is to hang on a 
crook * as fuch a Pole might be no lefs readily fixt 
on the Tabernacle, than £ Flagftaff ona came or 
the fiern of a fhip. Notwkhftanding the prefent 
ufc of the compais, fiich a guidance by fire is ftili 
pra&is'd a mong t he Caravans of the Eaft, about 
which all travellors agree- The fires, which go 
before the numerous noft of Pilgrims, yearly tra- 
velling from Grand Cairo in Egypt to Mecca in 
Arabia, are called Shamalarsy being carried itr 
iroh Pots on long Poles, the moft obvious me- 
thod of ordering fife and fmoke to fuch a pur- 
pofes So natural is this way, that it looks fuperr 
fluous in the moderns to have exprell it* and tis 

for 
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for this reafon that neither the author of the Pen- 
tateucb) nor the hiftorians of Darius and A- 
tEXANDER, have fpecify'd the fuel of their 
fires for fignals or guidance. 

XXV. A FTER having demonftrated, that the 
Pillar of Cloud and Fire was not miraculous, this 
fancy of the [acred fire % cou'd not take up much 
of my time : and therfore I think it now fit to dis- 
charge the promifc I made above, of fho wing that 
the Angel of the LO RD, which carry'd the Pil- 
lar behind the Ifraelites, or between them and the 
Egyptians, was a mere mortal man, the ovcrfeer 
or direftor of the portable Are, and the guide of 
the Ifraelites in the wiktcrnefs. Perhaps I may 
further accjuaint you with his family beforfe I have 
done, which I liippofe is a fecret abotit Angels 
hitherto unknown 5 and therfore, if made out, 
will not onely fpoit a world of quaint allegoriet 
and typical obfervations : but, to ibt great mor- 
tification of a thoufand bookfellers, turn many 
intire treatifes to wafte Paper. This will proba- 
bly occafion certain people to make a noife : but 
fb long as I am pcrfuaded Truths oil my fide, I 
fhall be as much pleas'd, as they are fure to be 
angry. To know then, whether it was a real 
and proper Angel that guided the Ifraelites, and 
manag'd the Cloud, this muft be either gather'd 
from the vrot& Angel, or from the phrafe xhc Angel 
of the LO R D, or from the perfon's aftions, who's 
cali'd in Angel. As for his actions in the govern- 
ment pf the Pillar or' Qotid, I have already ex- 
plain'd them all, and fhown that not onely they 
might be done by natural and ordinary means j but 
that other nations did the like in every refpeft, 
without needing or pretending the affiftance of 
apy fupernatural or extraordinary power. This 
I have {q copioufly pdrform'd, that I may' *rell 

fuperfede 
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fuperfecle repetitions not having over-look'd (to 
the bcft of my remembrance) any one text, where • 
the Cloud or Fire is mentioned. It cannot fimply 
and peremtorily be concluded from the word 
Angela that the direftor of the guiding Pillar was IfNfyo 
other than a man : for the Hebrew word is not from the 
Ids general than the Grcec word, from which we root ysh- 
have form'd AngeL It fignifies any Mejfenger rofctVo 
whatsoever, mortal or immortal * fo that circum- #/ fonaioa. 
fiances alone can determine, what kind of mef- *»•*••• 
fenger is meant. This is the reafon that our 
Tranflaton, to avoid ambiguity, render it Mefr 
finger or Ambajfador, when betokening a man* 
and Angel, when it is put for a fpirit* The rule 
is good, were it accurately obferv'd. In the thirty 
fecond chapter of Gcntfis it is written, And J a- Geo. ja. 
cob weht on bis way, and the Angels of GO t) l *l« 
met hi m and Jacob font Mejfengers before him - 
to Es au bis brother. Here tis the lelf-fame word 
that' in the firft verfc is render'd Angels y land in. 
the third vcrfe Mejfengers : but circumftances 
rightly ctetennin'd the Tranflatora. Thus in Ge- Geo.1tf.7i 
nefis the fifteenth chapter, and in the- thirteenth 
chapter o£ Judge s y as ia a world of other places, judg. i$. 
it fignifies an Angel or Angels properly fa call'd $ j, &c 
and in certain places of the books o£Kings y Cbro- iKum .& 
nicies, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 3*, 
andNAMiTM, to name no more, it fignifies Mef- * P"**^ 
fengers and Ambafadon. The original word ther- *j?j '* *£ 
fore denotes men as wdl as Angels* and always jer.' ^ J# 
the former where bumatk actions are dnely de* Etek. 17. 
fcrib'd : fince we muft never have recourse to mi- J*\ 
racles, except where nature falls fhort, and is vi- NA *- f ** 
fibly dcfe&ive. But the Tranflators have not al- 
ways fcrupulouffy folldw'd the rule, they fo 
happily proposed to themfelves ? for fomtimes ' 

they translate the word Mejfenger^ when they 
do nop uadcrftand it of a mere man, what- 
ever 
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tol. 3- »• ever others may do : as in Mai*Ackv, behold, I<wiU 
find my Me£enger y and hejhall prepare the <way be- 
fore me j andtbeiuORD^ whom ye feek, Jballfad- 
denlycome to bis temple-, eyen the Mejfenger of the co- 
venant y whom ye delighting behold he Jh all come, faith 
/fcLORD' cf bofts. In; the preceding chapter, 

*& *. 7« the Prieft is properly call'd xmejfenger^ where I 
wonder they have not (after the vulgar) tranflated 
AngeL This they might as confidently have done, 

Rev. i. io. ^ t he feven Angeh of the Churches ofAfia, whom 

fcq 1 * '* & they do not onely contend to have been men* but 
Bijhops fay they of the Church of England, Pref 
hyters fay they of the Church of Scotland, and 
Mejfcngers fay the Independents* more agreably 
to the text and their peculiar fyftehu Tis ac- 
ktiowledg'd however that thefe Angels wdrc men^ 
and fonie of 'em none of the beft y To that* com- 
paring this with the other places L have citedj 
the word Angel of it felf imports nothing extra-* 
ordinary, much lels fupernaturaL 

XXVI. BUT perhaps it will be urg'd that the 
Angel of the LORD fignifies more than a man * to 
which I anfwer that it does no more fo than thd 
prophet oftfce LORD* the fervant of the LORD, 
or any other fuch expreffion, except where cir- 
cumftances inforde the contrary : and this is the 
reafon why I conclude* that the Angel of the 
LO R D, who dire£ted the Pillar * was a mere 
man * becaufe all that he did might be done by 
man, and has been actually done by many men. He 
was JEHOVAH the King of Ifrael's Ambaflador 
or Meflenger, to guide his fubjc&s thro the wil- 
dernels, to the land where it was intended they 
fhou'd fet up the Theocracy. I fhali have abun- 
dant occafion, in a work I have more than once 
mentioned, to ftiow that the Angel of the LORD 
(a phrafe not feldom fignifying an Angel in the 
proper fenfe) is frequently io tranflated, when it 

fliouM 
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ihou-d have been the Mejfenger of the LORD, 
as his Pricfts and Prophets are in many places 
call'd. There I flxall without much difficulty 
evince, notwithftanding the pompous explicati- 
ons of the Jewifh Rabbins and the Chriftian Di- 
vines, that the Angel defcrib'd in Exodus, which £xod. i$: 
had or bore the name of the LORD, and that 10> x, » 2 *» 
was to go before th6 Ifraelites into the land of * 3 ' 
Canaan, was alfo a man. In the mean time I pro- 
pofe to people's confideration the following paf- 
fege, out of the book of Judges. An Angel of Mt a- *» 
the LO RD .came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and x% '» 4, *> 
faid, I made you to go out of Egypt, and have 
brought you into the lands which J /ware unto your 
fathers $ and Ifaid y I will never break my covenant 
with you: and ye Jbkll make no league with the in- 
habitants of this land, you Jbatt throw down their 
Altars. But ye have not obefd my voice : why 
have ye done all this? Wherf&re I alfo faid 9 I will 
not drive them out from before you $ but they Jball ( 

be as thorns in your Jides, and their Gods Jball be a 
/hare unto you. And it came topafs, when the An* 
gel of the LO R D fpoke tbefe words unto all the 
children of Jftael^ that the people lift up their voice 
and wept : and they called the name of that place 
Bochim, and they facrific y d there unto the LQ R D. 
Here, notwithstanding the phrafe of the Angel of 
the LORD, the beft interpreters have been afliam'd 
to understand it of any other than a Prophet, tra- 
velling a good way probably on foot, who fpoke 
in the name of the LO R D, and only repeated 
the words of the Pentateuch, to a people that had 
already begun to forget them, . but upon his re- 
monftrance fhow'd fbme figns of repentance. Yet 
for all this there art thofc, who, wherever they 
meet with the words LORD oxAngpl y conceive 
no longer any thing human, nothing lefs than 
miraculous. Tts not to them, I own it, that I 

£ addrefs 
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,HMt<& inv fetfinthfe pifcourfe* but, .to fych as 
underftand, of are wijling to Jparn t the ftile of 
the Old Tifamtnt.^ Xheiq will jfindj. that as die 
LORD was the Kiftg of the Israelites, he was 
Aid to go befori them $ pecaufe of the Ark and o- 
ther fymbols of hitfprefence, as wel} as thsfchis 
Generals M o s t $ artd Joshu^ did lead them; 
■' and indeed all the actions of tfyefe and fuch others, 
.as of the Hiffh-priefts, afid of th? Prophets (if agro 
able to his Laws) are called h\% ^ipnsj.thpfe of 
all Ministers being jsve* attributed to the Prince 
whom they ferve and obey. ^ 

XXVII. THE ime is as tnie o£ the. cfckf 
Guide of the Ifrielitc^ flo tfce^ Office and Tub- 
jeift onely to the General hjififelf : (ych an infti- 
tution as this being as ^antieat as it, is B&turaL 
VBc^ETiffs wirii great judgment * observes, 
thtitfrjbm all arttiquity every n&ion has;difiover]i 
this truth) that the wMk drikyjhquld j&mtyfig* 
nals, and obey ^ tubalpvtr the^f^af y s^ij^^i 
judge, convenient. But eves th$ v General, .what 
ignorant of the way d ,muft rgly.on the Guide* 
who then properly dire&'s the figf#i$ :; jWy as the 
feme Vege.tjus. 10 haiit*. wbtwfrfoevef the Lea- 
deY brtiirs the Enfigps/to tH^Oe^ J bat Way-ibe Jbifa 
'irs muft necejffariiy m&rcbnfong v&ifb jbpireolors^ %o 
iife our Englifh expreffion._T.hfifc things thus 
explam'd^ it remains . johely f o :kn<>^3 vfio yras 
this Guide and Director ? not tfatt the. ^eftwaua 
bf very much Impofthtict, < or that , any. tjiing w£ 
have hitherto faid ai>QUt the main :p6iftt*^ou'd4?fe 
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v *$, Anticjuus omnium gentium ufus irvepiu jquorr^odo, qpod 
ioliw Dux uti'c judicafict, ficr'iigna fociis agnolcerefc ct fcqtferctur 
CXtrcirUs v i^. $ 4 «*p. f , ... 

-■30. Quoeuqque cnim haed fWfijufftrit Dti<$OT> ei neccflfc eft 
%num fuum comitates, miTites pergont. Uti. 

".' ifee 



tfe? le£ true, fk<W'4 W* *<£ be able to reft>jv$ ft • 
but ?hat % lover of Trath i& pdeas'4 with (be w 
litftipg of the «€»eft €ir^umfta^% tho puroly 
incidental, as #*ll refle&kig ragfe light aryj $$*+ 
decide 99 the fobjeft* J anfwer th<% that 4$r 
tfee ffFea^fv? pf the ti?a$, if not daring $4 
whofe time, t;his Quid* was no other th<tf> Wo* 
b a b, the b^h^-uHaw of M $&•»** who wsp. 
bpp» apd bretf i» the wil4erge£, *«i coafcr 

que»tjy we]* acquainted with tijc fere**! p*tf* 

of it. Th# appears out of the book of Num* 

bers 9 where j£<> p 4 b espreflfflg a defon of *e- 

turning back to Ms own cwpiyf y of Mi4i^n f 

as bi$ fetber Jsits^o didbefiwe (for weflk&U l 

nrove J«Tftfro was his father, a#d Ra^v^i^ 

Iy6 grandfather) Mo$es faid p#tp JHo* a&, *## 'Nu<*- io: 

tber-it-law^ tm ^re journeying wto the place, qf. * 33*3^ 

wSiflfc /A* IjQ^LD faidy I will give it yotf ';■ cq&t : 

thou with u$ $ aftd <p$ mil do thee gw&y .for tfa 

LQ R P kail? fpo£e* good tymmng IJroil <4n4 ^ 

h 1 find wtp kim% I will ttpt go >, t>& f t^lt J^HaBAi. 

part to mine mtm land} and to my kindred, : sfc4- 

be find, leave *4 mt) I pray ttoe% for as tmch Most*, 

as tfop jewmeft tow we art to inemp '* *he V>*lfar* 

tuffs % .andthoM mpyeft be feus infiead of eyes : avd 

** jfclf *** if thw Sfi*fi with us* ye* it JMl hi 
tfat what goodmfs the LOjLD JbaS do unfa ,us 9 
the fame mill *w do unto the*. And they departed 
J wm the momt of the LO RJ> ttoee days jwrfloy i /M- 
andeho Ark of the Covenant of tie LO RP ?w& 
before them m the three day* jtmney* to jiarfih <## p 
r$fii*g place for tbm : and the Ci<^^ the hQ#J> 
was upon them hyday % *>joben they went out of tbt 
Camp. The xkkgp fto be briefly ^mark*«d bm* 
are, that H o,b ^ b %mfykig Jem «kfire of jr^tur^w 
ing to his own countrey ana kindred (particular^ 
ly TO hi* fart** J e x H R o, who had departed be- Fjfod - ,g * 

E % fore) % h 
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fore) M o $ e s is earncft with him to flay for two 
weighty rcafons. The firft of thefe is, that H o- 
b a b knew how theyv were to incamp in the wil- 
dernefs, which (hows that he was already im- 
ploy 'd in this matter : and the fecond is, that in the 
jfcft of their way, to the had they were going 
to conquer, he might fervfe them inftead ofcyes, 
or be their Guide. The more efFe&uaHy to de«* 
termine H 6 b a b to this choice, Moses protni- 
fcs him a (hare in the good fortune of the Ifrac- 
lites, whb were likely to get pofleffian of a much 
better territory than Midian, a barren part 6f the 
wildernefs > in comparifon of which Jfudea flowed 
with milk ancl honey, or abounded with all things. 
Then it is immediately added (without any men- 
tion of Hobab's perfifting in his refolution, 
but a plain implication of his accepting fuch ad- 
vantageous conditions, which will prefently ap- 
jtear he did) that they march'd forward three days 
jburriey $ the Ark born before them, reprefent- 
uig J E H O VA H their King's presence, and the 
* CUud of J E H O V A H fhoWirtg them the way as 
hitherto. The confideration of thipfe" particulars 
weighed fo fait with me fome years ago, that I 
then purposed to ihtitle this Dlffbriation HEOB AB i 
biit as I wou'd guard againft the cavils of thofe, 
who, finding nothing material to criticize, will 
be nibbling at indifferent incidents, I afterwards 
changed my mind : fince, tho it be not impoffibtc 
that Hobab might continue in this ppft forty 
years, and that it is probable he went to join 
Moses, as fpon as ever the Ifraelitilh cfc pe- 
tition was begun 5 yet tis likewife aS poffible, 
that he might not be the firft Guide in the wil- 
dernefs of Etham, nor live till the paflage of Jor- 
dan, when the Pillar became ufelds for the fh- 
. . tureJ 
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XXVIII. TO crovm our work, I fhall here* 
be at fomc fmall pain^to folve the difficulties, that: 
have been .flatted by not a few Commentators, 
about this fame Hobabj who is fomtimes con- 
founded with his father, fomtimes with his grand- 
father, and at other times with both. There have 
not been wanting therfore, who made Raguel 
or Rehuel (according to the different pronunci- 
ation of the Letter Hajin) I fay Raguel, Jethro,- y 
and Hob ab, to be all one and the fame perfon : tho 
it be manifcit from our laft citation out of Numbers^ 
that at leaft RAauELrand Hobab were not Nuin - I0 - 
the fame, fince Hobab is there exprefly call'd 2 * 
the fan pf Raguel the Midianite^ M o s e s V fa-\ 
ther-in-law. But which of them was the father- 
itt-law is another, doubt* becaufe, by reafon of 
an ambiguity very common in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, the place may be fo conftru'd, as to make 
either R a 6 u.rl or H o b a b the fathcr^in-law^ 
which nothing but circumftances can decide : and 
by thefe circumftances it will be evident, that » 
neither of them was literally and properly Mo- 
ses's. father-in law 5 tho either of tnem .might 
be figuratively and cuftomarily .fo ftiPd. While 
the grandfather lives, heYftill hc^d of the fami- 
mily, and call'd father by all bis defendants. 
This was a common ufage in the Eaft, of which 
there, are manifold examples in the Old Tcftament, 
where even a deceas'd grandfather is calPd father 
by his. grandchild. Except the God of my father ****- 3«- 
(fays Jacob to Lab an) the God of Abraham, 4a ' 
and the terror of. I $ a a c, had be$n with me, furely 
thou hadft font me away now emy* Thus Lab an, l bid . ?er. 
to produce no more authorities in a matter fo 4J- 
clear, calls Jacob's children his own, becaufe. - 
they were, born of his daughters. Now Raguel 
Wis the grandfather of Zifporah MosesV 

E 3 V>fc> 
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wife, J* that's daughter; natwithffeuiding 
that {fee and the reft acre, after tfcc oriental "miniaer^ 
naihM tbc children of R. a g *t e x., who ibr Ac 

ftme reafcft was called Moseses iithcr-in-iaw. 

Thi« <*ccount wiH be irery eafy to any one, that 

Exod.i.iB. carcforiiy domfpferes together the fecoHrd, third, 

& i8 & 18 ^ 3ult N aft d eightcciirfi tfoatotmxjf Jfawfej* wbwe 

tii7. ' RA^KfLit wtencion'd tne firft tinafc, mi Ji« 

thro 3ver after, fes fading more iieai&y rtoncenrti 

in die affairs ef Jiis daughter. He was rot a 1k- 

tte proud, we *aay «ifily imagine, to havefo^great 

amanfOT bisfcm*i^-Uw;as Moses becsane^ and 

riherfbre he not o&Ay vrzkttd on trim at mount 

Sinai (R a gv«1 i>eing probably *oo did ibr a 

joomey) but aflifted bitn with excellent advice, 

ttewards fettling the Ob vewnnent of the ifiraeriiteB. 

That |t ag u fix, was flhetfethfr xrf Jibth*© is 

the opinion. -of A»«*r Ezka and Druoxts: 

toft things thctmfUveswei^hixiore'wirfiiiic thaai all 

Jhbfegoeot authority. As Ragotsl and Jet?»ro, 

(b this laft andftis Son Ho^bab foreseen con- 

Nijm. io. fouhfled together, by reafon of the equivoque I 

**• hafce »etnant'd ixifoas in rile :tw«lh of Nutokers: 

jorft, fitting ttfide fcU confiderations about the muk 

; tiplicity'oF names {a thing very uncertain, anfl 

fubje& t^iper pet ual wrangling) we (are hctp'd out 

here by 'obvious riitumftance®, to^coTCithat Je* 

Exod. ig. t *hii and Ha*A* wereiKft the &wr jpcrfon* 

* 7 ' finde JfcTBpRO liad 4&u$ty departed to vhi*o*rn 

ccMimty y long bdfotfe Nf o &k s tniite it his reqiieft 

Num. io. ToH€mA»^'todh^'theinoa^n*e«taial^ioarcliK 

\ *9- of the Ifradkes m the tortefc/neft. ; As rM o s a b 

was callW the Ion *of bis grand&the*, -there is. no 
ini propriety in calling 1iim 'Moras y $ - fetker-m*ia w, 
brothers ftanding: itiftead of iattefcs to t their fitters > 
efpeeiaily if the father be dead or abfem. T h e o- 
powst did<not only Maintain. Hoi^AB co be in 

reality 
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f eal^ty M p s e s*s * l brptifrrfn-Iay;) tho cuftoma- 
ri}y, or bV ap Ellipfo, tall'd his fatber-in-taw j 
but fays ibafy in hii tiwn time* L -^ u — "- 7 — - yJ 

:fye fcjr 'cumft^hjces I hive iqfti 
ly. prove chkrjd^s yas the cafe pf jj o .9 a b $ over 
ada ajboyd his ^^bing up w/th the children of 
Iftzdj ajid obtaining forge poffibffioubs among thetn, 
for his pains and .fervities.: 

* %- J — * 1 « * 4 

XXIX. .EJijE I make out this laft pplnt, it 
will not be amifs to £iveafi "example, into what 
intricacies and labyrinths the Jftoft learned Cri- 
tics arc apt foiQtimes to throw thejnfelves^ by ta-; 
king any tjiiqg for granted) pr t>e£ng born away, 
as by a. violent ftreapi^ wjth popular prejudices: 
Pamng oyer the d6tages of Bigots, and the fub- 
terfuges p£ Hypocrites, I fhalt pitch upon agfcat 
man indefedj and oqe that 1^11 always reckon 
fuch, tha he differs from me in this whole ^tfair. 
But J ifhallnever make an aRceement with my' dwn 
notions, to be ^e^eafure of other men's abilities: 
being likewi(eVfully perfuadedj that whoever is 
guilty of this me^n and erivipus pra&ice, pieafes 
npne but the like narrow-loura creatures witji 
h'imfelf. Monfieur Le Clerc, whofe critical 
Commentaries I .frayc' juftly contended above, 
Believes the Cloud to have'bceii miraculous' (con- 
trary to the heretical difoofition imputed by his 
adverfaries) and takes it for granted thatjjETHHo 
and Hob ab, if not Racjuel, were one and 

die^me ipan. TW S , V^Y4P. t*TO * n great) d{{fi- 
cutties, out of which he finds no ilTue, but by 

faying thit the rcqueft pf tyJosEs to Hobab 

• -.{ .• . * > ) j * * 

*m—m+—*^~+-~**-+***—^—m i i m i t wi t— PT fW ^ IT ' i ' " p >^— ' «* 
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for guiding tfye Ifraelitcs (evidently inconliftent 
with the miraculous Pillar) is not only roifpUpM 
Num. 10. in the book of Numbers, but ought even to be 
*s>, &:. carryM back over the belly of Leviticus, and plac'd 
between the z6th and tjth verfes of the 18th 
>/.. .^cr of Exodus. I {hall not infill, on what he 
formerly obje&cd himfelf, with fo much wit, to 
, the loole fcrolls of Father Simon: but barely 
fay, that, by indulging this pra&ice, every thing 
may be made of any thing in the moft lenfelels 
book in the world y and the contents of the beft 
book, be render'd on a level with the worft. I 
^ake this tranfpofing to be well* meant zeal in o- 
there, who are fincere in thus proceeding, as 
Monfieur L e Clwc in particular > but in mo 
I own it wou'd be both criminal, and profane ; 
criminal, in uling any book fo, where I was cer- 
tain it did not netd it, but purpofcly to ferve a 
. turn ; and profane, in jumbling a {acred book^after 
a manner I ihou'd efteem ridiculous in the rioft 
1 trivial performance. The words of this learn- 
ed man (left I {hou'd be thought to charge him 
wrongfully) are as JZ follows. Thefe circutnfiances y 
had the Jeries of times And things been obferv*d r 
Jhou'd be joined with thoje that are contained in the 
iSth chapter of Exodus, and be inferted after the 
z6th verfe : for, it does not feem probable that old 
Hobab, orREHu el, came twice to the camg 

: ?t, Hac circumftantfac, fi ordo temporo et renim ferrarctuiy 
dfbuifleoi conjungi cum ijs,-quae habentur Exod. 18, et quiden* 
poft verlum z6 inrcrf : non videtur cnim fenex Chobabus, aut ' 
iCtp u ei,, bis veniffe in caftra Hebraeorum, et bis abijfle. Haec 
quoquc illi dixific V-idettir Moses, antequam fciret Nobeoiperpe- » 
tuam fore ducem Mraelitis: neque^enim quae habentur veriu ji» 
tonfiftere poftbnt cum du&u Nubis. Nifi Deus Ifraelitis per Ara-r 
bicss ifrfitudincs dux viae fuiflet, utilis ei futura erat homints tor 
corum periti opera: fed cum loca caftris capiendis v fignaret Nu- 
bes, alto viae duce non indigebant Ifraelitac, Ai cap. 10. ti[*m. 
vpf. 2$. * " ' ' 
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$f the Hebrews, and departed twice from thence* 
t Mefides that Moses feems to have fpoken thefi 
things Jo him, before be knew that the Cloud was 
to be a perpetual Guide to the. Israelites : for the con- 
tents of the j tft verfe, can no way confift with the, 
guidance of the Cloud!. Indeed i/'GDt)t had not 
fhow'dibe way to the Ifraeliteftbro the Arabian de- 
farts, the help of a man, well acquainted with thofe 
places, muft have proved very ufeful to them. \ but 
feeing the Cloud did regularly mark the places fit 
for pitching their camps, the Ifraelites flood in need 
.. of no other Guide to point out the way to them. Our 
Syftem is fubjefib to pone of thcfe difficulties. Ra- 
guel never came to the camp of the Israelites* 
Jethro came once, and Hobab always ac- 
company 'd Moses. 

XXX. BUT leaving the excufe Monfieur Le 
Clerc makes. for the forefaid parage* fuppofing 
it originally part, of the book ot Numbers, to. the Adctp.to. : 
reader's judgment * I come now to flxow,. that **• 3°* 
H o b a b and his family proceded with the.Ifrac-. 
lites towards the land of Canaan. The offer that 
Moses made him was too tern ting to be refus'd, 
and we have all imaginable xcafon to fuppofe, that 
he gladly accepted, the favor. J grant there's no 
further occafion , of mentioning him on the way % 
but, after the lettlement of the Ifraelites in Ca- 
naan, . we . find, according to the ingagement of 
Mo^s, ample provifion made for the family of 
Hobab by name : a family in high repute, in- 
joying large territories, and eminently zealous for 
the Jcwifh Law. iT^ey were cq\Y& Kenites, but 
not to be confoupded with the old Cananean Kc- Gen. if. 
nites, . to fome of. whofe pofleffions it may be they * *f • 
Aicceded. The fi;ft time we meet with the Mi- "™* *+ 
dianitifh JCenites, is in the book of Judges^ and. 
i# tljefe word$. The children of the Kenite, Moses'j rjuii. 16. 

fythfTw 
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father-in-law^ went up tiut pf 'the city of Pahn^trees, 
with the children ofjudajh* into the wildernefi of 
yttdahj which lyeth in the Jouth of Arad^ and they 
went and dtyelt among the p&ople:* The diverfe ac- 
ceptations <$ 'father-in-law havipg been explained 
before, t$d cjueftion now tjurns upon this : who 
was the inr\mediate ftpek of the flariftijng branches 
of thfe Xenites t and this is fiitty dnfwjprM in the 

Ibid. 4. 1 1 . fejne bpok 0^ Judges, tt e b b a* the lfywie 9 which 
was of the children V/ H p b a b ? the faih'er-in-taw 
of Mo s e ?£- had' fevered hlmfelf from ike jKeniteSj 
and pitched his tent unto the plain ofZaapaim^ which 
vcr. 17. is By Ketlefb. A little after you read, thkt there 
was peace ibetweeH jf^Bi n the Ring of Hazar^ and 
fhe boufe of Hi is ek the Keniti : wherby it ap- 
pears how potent the pofterity of HoBAi'be- 
caqne, in cojifccjuence ot the rewards promisM him 
By^os^sj when one braiich of' them was fo 
eonfidCTable, as to eiiter into treaty with aPrince A 

Jfia. tcr. £ . who had nine hundred diafiots 0* Iron, Ifr the 
1 " way r kwas.the\^ifeof thisf^EB^K 9 f>ynam6jA^ % 
vrlio mnrder'd, Si s k ra the Eei^cr^l in his ilecp j 
nbtwjthflfanding he came for flicker tp her tent qn 
her own invitation,7that fhe'haci rcfirdfh'd hjtri with 
food,* and that' he ought to expe£fc all fecurity 
froni the peace /eftablifli'd between his mafter 
Ji^tN anrf frcr husband HjfcB^k. "Sbpie of 
thefe fCenites Jiy'd ataong the Aiittalekites, which 
fcrft when $ a tj l had refolv'd* to ; root ' oiir,' $e 

1 Sam. Jf.faid unto thk 'jKeniiesj go % dtf>art 7 get. you down 

*• fr'oyi' aryong the jfmaUkites leftPdcftroy joy with 

them} ] ' for je jboixfd kindnifs Jo'nll fhe children 

jaf-jfrael) wtyn they cdpzeup'ouiof'Egyptl So 

[the Kenites departed from among x the ^ Jhnale&ites. 

The obligation of ' fhowing t tw r Vay thrp v thc 

wildernefi, was never to z be forgotten, is cei> 

, . thinly it ought not. They arc Jpenjtion'd again 



thrice in the firA book of >S am iw*c^ focm whidt'lbid. 27.10. 
I iavt takes d*ia?padajgc. TAey xW&fc fo hearts*' & 3°- ** 
to addfl£hd to w Laar of jMoses, MCftkh* 
ttaodiog- their proacmitors Rag^q**. aod £b* 
tuhxd w«ite ftrfclfe ,ofr 'Midwp't^Hk* .is nemr 
find of Ht> &AS) IdMt .when J«*u woitfil p«w 
fiaadcrche tauoa of M&.4vQRfian to B>a £C* atui^H 
Idolatry., he cdictfe for iris meft crc&ble wisnefi^ 
Jro^jLDA^rttho &0n «f R^CHtAiB^ an jllaflna iChran,*. 
pus man of Urn /family. - After /raquiwng */ All **• . 

and bt {aids come naith *p, Jm.my 4ac& f*t *fo 
LORD. This J p n aod a b inftitatad *tt>hk <wn 
family and ipoflmih y 'trine memottlbie ^feft of the 
R:b« ha bi t bs, denominated Frorrt his riatbe*, 
and Iiving>in the nem^ 

to £hertti&aCBs of nature yr both fay the preferva* 
tion <*f healthy and the ^avoidi^g tff Vafflty, *n* 
vyv ambition, /carhin^careR, *uh radfelfr Mil. An 
account of !om will ieft ifautjd fom tfceir ^w* 
mouths. //&/ &?/<wv the fins of the houfe of the Re- J«- 35% 
chabites (Jays Jeremiah) pots futl of wine andf~~ l0i * 
cups % and Ifaid unto them, drink ye wine. But 
they faid, we will drink no wine ; for Jonadab, 
the fin o/Rechab, our father, commanded us, 
faying; ye Jhall drink qo wine, neither ye, nor your 
fons for ever. Neither Jhall ye build houfe, nor fiw K 
feed) nor plant vineyard, nor have any : but all your 
days ye Jhall dwell intents, tiat~$e may live many 
days in the land, • t »hePe ye be flrangers. Thus have 
we obeyed the voice ^/Jonadab, the fin of Re- 
chab, our father, in all that he has charged us j 
to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our 
fonsi, nor our daughters : nor to build boufes for us 
to dwell in, neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor 
feed ; but we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, 
and done according to all that Jonadab, our fa- 
ther, commanded us . Thefe Rechabitcs might fur- 

nifh 
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nifh us with abundance of ufeful refleftions :• but 
this Dijfertation^ whcrin I have endeavored that 
precifionfhou'd reign next to perfbicuity, is long 
enough already. I cou'd eafily inlarge it, especi- 
ally in this latter part, wou'd I produce all the 
flufts of the Commutators, each to ferve his own 
hypothefis, concerning Racuel, Jethro, 
and H obab. They come neareft the point, who 

i make Hobab to have been Jj&thro's brother.. 
But I {hall never temt the Reader's patience, 

■ where I have no pro&eft of inftru&ing him : be- 
fides that the mam fuojeft of the Cloud's not being 
ptiracuhuS) can fuffcr . nothing , from wrangling 
about names by thofe* who wou'd rather have any 
portion of the .. facred writings to pais for non- 
ienfc, than that I ihou'd demonftratc it to be fenfe. 
In this however lies my comfort, that the B I- 
BLE will ever preferve its dignity $ and that 
the TRUTH will triumph at laft, over all the 
prejudices; of the ignorant or the intcrcfted. 
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CLIDOTHORUS* 

OR, 

Of the Exoteric and Esoteric 
Philosophy^ 

THAT I& 

Of the ' External and Internal Do&rite 

of the Ancients : 



The one open and public, accommodated to po- 
pular prejudices and the Religions eftabliih'd 
by Law $ the other private and fecret, wherin, 
to the few capable and difcrete, was taught 
the real Truth ftript of all diiguifes. 
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d know BftTrtotM a bltf.- 
thing,'' to 'tefl ft: to dtneryisi 
another ffingVaoa is «tti 
nren'pTcfdS to- admire the i 
frrfV, ' ft Rrftintn-Sraaai «8 
lift 'as tHey Wight, mtm ; 
fitrie time .thin w *w t» S 
owtfd to he tto* talusbte 
than weifllh' '«£ %onoiV t»d6 
areby mod witi^ Kefiratibn JrefenM'bcB^fti 
which appeara 'ndt bntfy try their eager applicati- 
on to procure Belies aMtitJeF, white they»aba«>' 
don the ihidyof Tttui-tt, crr&irtiy puflueftV 
but alio by the afcjecV: deference they ftiahielefrf^ 
paytt) men or power, and theindifference or heg-i 
le'ctt'hey coTfiiflonly ftrow to menoF Learning, f 
fhall not fcmpulptlily inquire into the canles ofWi, 
procedin'g, which aVe i-avibas £nd multiform j . but 
o'f all that 'caft oe Mgri% 1 tifa R'fcfc T cerfaHffy; 
is t'H'e molt general aljd ftevalhti^W rten Ming 
cWerv'd'tobe»aura1(y fond'orTirotH, fltaj 
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;.thro lazinefs or occupation, few arc capable to 
J acquire the pofleffioil of it > fome cunning perfons 
i. thought they cou'd not better attain to Authori- 
' ty over the reft (which draws Riches after it of 
< courie) than, by pretending to be mailers of this 
feme Truth. Next they cave out that they 
cou'd impart it to others, without putting them 
to any labor, or diverting them from any bufi- 
neis : and as for a little expenfe, who wbu'd 
grudge to give a price out of his tranfitory pelf 
for the invaluable jewel of Knowledge ? 01 not 
think it equitable to bellow a moderate reward 
on men, that cou'd equally delight and benefit 
him ? Nor did thefe crafty Empirics ftop here* 
They knew the falfityvof fads, and the fallacy of 
reafonings, might at one time t>r other be deteft- 
$4 by mep of penetration. Whcrfore, as thcJDe- 
yil is God's ape, they hoafted of a fuperior and 1 
fupernatuxal knowledge, not fubje& to the rules 
of Criticifm,. nor a proper obje& of the Under- 
ffcanding. l^ay, : tliey went a greater length, open* 
ly maintaining! .that it was lawful to ly for the 
public gopd* to that the common people (faid they) 
being incapable of sefle£fcion, ought ta be manag'd 
hy guile, and to be deluded by agreable fables into 
obedience ta their Governors. ThusMNEVis,an 
Egyptian king^.impos'd on his fiibjefts," by feign- 
ing an extraordinary communication with heaven, 
Zoroaster fuccefsfully praQiis'd the fame art 
on the Ba£brians and other neighboring nations. 
Pythago ra s< :aftcr hiding himfelf for" fome 
tifae (as if ^ie, were, dead) app'ear'd again at Cro- 
pW?a, preaching the joys and torments of another 
Ijfe* . His aifciple Za jyi o i*x 1 s vaunted having 
j^Cpiy'd divine .Revelations in a cave; wherby 
hftlgw'diripftb authority, as to prefcribc. what 
kws Ke plea^^tb'the rude Scythians, ' Miiiro* 
%nd £ p 1 m e n 1 d e s in Crete, piiblifh'd the con- 
ferences 
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ferenees they had with Jupiter in their fevc* 
rsd retirements from the fociety of other men, on 
whom they obtruded their own fictions for divine 
commands. Who has hot fead of Numa's in- 
timacy with the Ooddefc Egeria? from whom, 
if his own word ought to be taken, he learnt the 
Religion he taught the Romans. I ftiall name no • 
more out of the long lift, which the learned have 
of {uch antiquated feducers - y nor any among thofc 
whofe Inftitutions flill prevail, except for exam- 
ple Jake toHI, SoMMO NOfcODOM, M A- 

homet> andCiNOHi^-cHAN. DioDokuis 
S i c u lu s, and'other antient writers, were not 
afraid to rank Moses in this clafs, tho his laws 
\ ipe truely divine, without any mixture of wealt- 
y nefs or folly. . But as this incomparable Legifla- 
tor ought to want no apology among Chriftians, 
K fo I have folely to do at prefent with thofe Heathen 
tf IMPOSTORS j who perceiving that what wis 
built upon fraud, cou'd oncly be fupported by force, 
they made it capital to queftion their di&ates, 
and highly difrcputable fo much as to examine, 
let alone to -doubt of them. ThePriefts, for their 
own intereft^ were not wanting any whefe to 
promote fuch penal laws ; and the Magiftrates 
(partly thro Superftition proceding fyom their ig- 
jaorancej. and partly thro Policy, to grafp at mote 
power than fche laws allow'd, by, the afliftance of 
the Priefts) have been commonly very ready to iri- 
force tho/e laws, by what they call'd wbolefom 
/iverities. Hence no room was left for the pro- 
pagating of Truth, except atthe cxpenie of 
a man's life, ( or at leaft of his honor and imploy- 
ments, wherof numerous examples may be al- 
ledg'd. The - Philofophers therrore, and other 
. well-wiftiers to mankind in moft nations, were 
conftrain ? d by this holy tyranny to make ufe of 
4 a two-fol<i ao&rine j the one P ovular ^ accom- 

F 'modated 
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€ modated to the Prejudices of the vtilgar, and 
4 to the received Customs or Religions: the o- 
* ther Pbihfopbical) conformable to the nature of 
« things, and confequently to Trutbj which, 
'« with doors faft fliut and under all other pfecau- ' 
c tions, they communicated onely to friends of 
* ' known probity, prudence, and capacity. Thefe 
they generally calTd the Exoteric and Ejoteric, or 
the External and Internal Doftrines. That foch 
a diftin&ion they us'd, and that they pra&is'd ac- 
cordingly, I am now going to ihow (being xh$ 
fubjeft of this Difertation) by a-fele& Colle&ion 
I made of paflages to this purpofe, out of abun- 
dance of others, fcatter'd up and down the and* 
fcnt writers. 





ir. 

ET ere I begin this Colle£ti<MV in* 
tcrfpers'd with my own obfervationi, 
I Cannot but deplore fuch a depravity 
of human nature, as to find Chriftians 
unhappily conftrain'd any where, to 
regulate their conduct according to this Heathen 
diftin&ion j tho they profefs the Religion of him 
who is T R u T tt it telf) and whoje Jervice is per- 
/^Freedom. They arc commanded to lo v e 
each other y and to ffeak tbe T R u th one to am* 
ther ; but they fo obey* as if they were exprefly 
injoin'd the contrary. Not dnely every fe£fc fu- 
rioufly dppofes another, and all of 'em every one 
you can name $ but thofe of the fame fe£t ftand in 
ftiutual oppofition for the poorcft trifles in tho 
World* for airy diftin&ions, for a party-jargon, 

for 



Ibr favorite founds, my oftentimes for (yilables 
and kttefsv Thfey manifeft all the ligns of a per- 
*fc& hatred) feybmndirtg, defaming, and avoiding 
eich othfer^ tfreir leaders ever fhowing 'em the 
example, afc^f they Were afraid they (hou'd come 
to a better underftinding, andfooner or later per- 
ceive chat they quarrd'd about nothing. Ttiefc 
are fefts not pofiibk to bt deny'd; And as little 
can it be deny'd* that, not content with this ran* 
cdr of mind* or the nafroWneft df their peculiar 
fcheines and notions * they heartily plague each 
bther with fine? and incapacities* with exile* im- 
prifomnent, and other numberlefs ways: not W 
mention the lad. of all evik Deaths which at 
leaft is fo in their opinion * till Perfecutioii 
ends at length in the In^uifithn^ as the utmoft 
perfe&ion of this heUiih Otcommy of faith* lit 
fine, daily experience fufficiently evinces* that 
there is no discovering, at leaft no declaring of 
TutJTH in tA6& placed but at the hazard of a 
man's reputation, itrtployrtient* or life, Tiiefe 
circumftances cannot tail to beget the woful ef- 
fects of infincerity, diflimulation v grbfs ignorance* 
ami licentious barbarity. What's moft of all to 
he lamented* is, that but too much of this leven 
ferments in the pureft Cburchts. What ftrange 
turns are given to controverfies, about things in 
theimfclves indifferent, and where both fides at 
the qucftion may be innocently maintained? What 
fecret iitfinuations* what barefae'd calumnies, what 
unkind jfaggcftionS, what injurious treatment of 
thofe* who ought to be eftcem'd and cherifh'd as 
brethren? but who being thus fore'd to become 
enemies, and, fway'd by human frailty* are pro* ' 

vok'd to repay their aaveriarics in the like coin 
With ufury. Among Priefis and Minifitrs in par- 
ticular (leaving every one to affiimc the name he 
Hies beft* for they are no more agreed about 
names than any thing clfe) what unmanly pump- 

F x mg 
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ing and tale-bearira;, what wiredrawing to an 
acknowlegcmenf: brthcir thoughts, and depofing 
'cm if they are frank* * or fufoe&mg *em if referv'dr 
Scurrility is the leaft exasperation; as being the 
commonefh This miift of ncceffity produce ihift> 
ings*. ambiguities, equivocations, and hypocrify 
in all its fhapes j which wilj^not merely be calTd, 
but actually cfteemM, netejfary cautions: occafi- 
on'd in all time* and -places by ambitions Pricfts* 
fupported by their property the. Mob $ thus de- 
priving us of the peace of life and the truth of 
religion, yea of philofophical discoveries and im- 
provements, to the no fmall detriment pf mankind. 
In all this affair Pride, is ever join'dto Intereft, for 
nevsr was anyPnkJcequal to the prefcenfe oilnfah 
libility; which has furnifti'dthis.juft obfervation, 
that as the Church ofRome claims to be eve^inthe 
right, fo no other Churches will eyer corifefe them- 
felves to be in the wrong. Submit therforeyoumuft 
right or wrongs or it will be the worfe for you in 
all the refpe£b I have mentioned. And yet (what's 
a naJturalconfcquence) do but<footh :this fpiritual 
arrogance, the moft. impious book fhafl pafs cur- 
rent j witnefs that heap of Scripture-contradiStions^ 
Part. 2. ^ he thinks them^. about Providence and the ori- 
Ore. 10. g£ n Q £ t j ie World according to the Mosaic ac- 
count, afFc£tecUy put toeetner by Berigardus 
* in his Cir cuius Pifanus^ a book other wife very in- 
genious and ufefui. He endeavors even to prove, 
Part, 3. that the being of GOD cannot be, known by 
Cir«. j, 4.. reafon, but onely by faith 5 and that the autho- 
rity of the books of Scripture cannot be prov'd 
by hiftory or reafon, but be implicitly and de- 
« voutly received. Yet this bounceing compliment 
to Mother Churchy in the third part falfly print- 
Part. %, ed the fifth, faves all. fthere is more ftrefs to be 
circ. 3. laid on any miracles received and approvd by the 
pag. 132. cfo urc b (as the cure of a flight ague divinely wrought) 
~s ~£%j1 * -. * * ^ - * * /"• / / s- % ■ " . than 
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than if any man fhoffd fee ail who dfd in this age 
brought to life again, than if mountains were re- 
moved out of theh^f laces ^ than if a new world 
was created: fince in all th'efe things there wou^i 
fiill remain the fufpicion of magical fraud, whence* 
they might be deemed not really performed (which 
one wotfd think wetfe caficr fiifpe&ed of an ague) 
4>ut rafber to be the fancies of our imaginations, or 
theillufions tfour fenfes. The fhort and the long 
of this is, that we muft believe the Church rather 
than ourowrieysV if Berigardus did not 
tranter, as well as coa'fcs the old Lady's vanity, t 
doubt not, for my part, but he made ufe of the 
Mxdteric and Efoterk difiinSHon, to lave his bacon, 
as we fay : oir if any, - who has not,read thofe Cir- 
cles or Dialogues, will have it that he did not, with 
all my heart yhm I am juft going to demonftrate 
that others did, and that it was the compion prafiice 
pf sil the antienr!Phil6fophers. 
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III. 

HERFORE Parmemides^ 
was unqueftiojnably in the right, when 
he affirm'd that there are two forts of Dl0 *- L *-\ 
Philofophy, the one according /* Truth, S^» 9 l 
the other according to Opinion: which 
is not onely true of the Greecs and Romans, but 
as certainly fo of other nations much more anti- 
ent. I know that the wosds oFParmenides 
may be comihodioufly underftood of the fallaci- 
oufhefs and Uncertainty of the Senfes, which of- 
ten feprefent things otherwife than they are in 
themfclvcs, ' and muft therfore be examm'd and 
- F 3 cbrre&cd 



corre&ed by Reaibn. From the Staff* arifes CV. 
pinion, from Rqufop Deqionftratioa ; qp ;hc foj- 
mer are huddi'd op the prejudices of the Vulgar, 
following the bare appearance ojf things % on the 
latter. are founded thje axioms of thf Wife, who 
confider things as. they are i$ themfelveg. But 
this is not the twofpl^ rhiWbphy fafc makes oqr 
fubjeft, nor, what die author intended, bqft the 
In Am- other rcprefentfcd by ?mLOPOJ^trs. This wrir 
sTitT.lib. ter allures us, thatPAEMENiUES i*bi$ Exete- 
i.Ptyficor. rics £ OT \ >00 ^ s ac^pmmodated to> the pwftc t%jfte) 
Jays fire and water art tike begmnmg tf prinfipte ef 
all things^ as if he had ackjno wj^dg'4 1 he world to 
have been plated: hut that in Xfr Jifoterics (or 
books compiTd according to, tjid With) ha fags 
the Univerje is em x infinite* and tmmuf0hle T J' Kferc 
not only the 4&in£&>n o£ Jfootpjfs aa4 Eftf tries 
is literally to be learnt, but an example of it like- 
wife allcdg'd* namely, a beginning o* tHingp <£*»* 
tericattyy but Efoterically the eternity and incor- 
viitetntttr niptibiiity erf" the Vniveifc. The Egyptians, who 
ter*© oo- were the wifeft of mortals, had a twofold doftritie : 
tus,Dio- t h c Qjjp fcer^ hikJ. .in t hat very refpe# facrcd $ 

c ulV*" ^ e other popular, and confequently vulgar^ Who; 
s T r a bo, ^ there, that is ignorant of their (acred Letters, 
P lu t a ».' Hieroglyphics, Forms, Symbols, Enigmas, and Fa- 
«u«» Jam- bfcs ? Farr and $eaij was fpread t£© fame of •the 
^mthtt» tyW&W Philofophy* concealing things under the 
muhi. appear ante tf Fabks (fays Plutarch) afti in 
DcI*tdi f fetches that contained eh/cure indications andargu- 

1? p IM ' **** •/ '** ^f* * «&# '&? themfdves txfrejly 
*' "• declarty by placing Sfbynxts before jmft oftbeh%em- 
files y thus injinuatbqfr that theii doSrine concerning 
facred. tbipgs y eonfifis in a fart of wifdom which is 
jefignedfy perplext 9 and lying hid under fludfd* vti/s^ 
That we may give a fpecimen of fuph things a« 
JIL Ibid, they conceai*d^ the fane #f M 1 n e r v* (fays Plu- 
tarch again) wham, they tfiiuk ta h the. fame, 

with 
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*with Isis, has this Infcriptism atSais: I am all 

THAT WAS, 1% AND SHALL BE! NOR HAS 
AN Y MO RTAL DISCOVERED V HAX.'SL V t N P E 1J.. 

My. hood. Isis therfore, whom the vulgar, 
bcliev'd tjo hayebeen a Sthteen, ajad of whom they 
had a thoufand difFerent fahlcs. j w^s. the iV^- 
,/*r* of all things^ according to the Philofo- % Id ibid. 
phcrs, who held the UNIVERSE to be the 
principal- G y O D, or the fupreme being^ and con- 
fequently abftrufe or obfeure, none feeing beyond 
the furfacc of Nature. But this they onely dif- 
cover'd to the initiated. To that of Sais corrc^ 
fponds another Infcription Hill remaining at Ca- 

pua> To THEJS, WHO ALONE ART ALL. 

things, O Goddess Isis. Tholam far^ 
from defigning to cmty common places on this 
occasion, vet I cannot forbear inferring here 
part of a fpeech put into the mouth of Nature 
oy A>uleius. Mov'd by thy prayer s % OLu- Mcfemor: 
ctus, behold NATURE, the parent of all^\ '\ Edit - 
things^ ftanding before tbee\ the miftrifs of all the £J jJi# 
element s % the initial flock of ages y the higbefi qf the 
higher and qyeen of the lower power \r, the uniform 
appearance of Gods an<FGoddejfes y who govern by 
my motions the luminous beigbtbs of the sky 9 the fa- 
lutary breezes of thefea^ and the melancholy Jilence 
of the nether parts: Jwb of e one onely Deity under nu- * 
merous forms f various rites y and different names^ is 
adofd by the whole wdrtdH His prayer likewife to 
Isis, or rather to Nature (as he himfelf 
explains it) may be read, with no lefs pteafurc 
than inftru&ion, in. the fame book. I cou'd bring 
many other proofs, that! Is is in the mouth of 
the vulgar fignify'd a £>ueen 9 ^and Nature in 
that qT the Philofophers.J" Pythagoras, 
that I may haftily pais over all others, travelling 
for knowlege to the Egyptians, fuffer*d himfelf 
to fee circumds'd s that, getting admittance into 

F 4 the 
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Clem- -rf- the San&uaries, he might from the Briefts and 

lib f Edk t * lc P ro P^ cts ^ carn ^ c genuin fenfe of the iny- 
p otter 'ftical do&rine : which, as I faid before, they 
pag. jj-+. clifcovcr'd to none, except when intreated with 
the utmoft importunity, and foften'd by com- 
pliance and affiduity. 

/ 
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IV. 

HIS double manner of teaching "was 
I alfo in ufe among ofher oriental nati- 
ons, efpecially the Ethiopians and Ba- 
bylonians, the antient and modern 
Bramins, the Syrians, Perfians, and 
the reft, principally inftru&ed ^y Zoroaster. 
The Claffic books, and late Travels to this pur- 
pofe, are in every body's hands. The Druids of 
the Gauls and Britons wou'd by no njcans deliver 
their myfteries or fecret do&rines, to any cxdept 
the initiated ; that I may fay nothing of the He- 
trufcans, and other Occidental nations, no more 
than of the prefent Chinefe, Siamefe, and Indians 
properly fo calPd > the thing being fo notorious, 
as to be deny'd by no body. From thefe feveral 
peoples, let us proqede to the Greec Philofophers. 
Moft celebrated is the fecret difcipline of Pytha- 
goras, after which original the AriJtotelian 
jfcroaticS) or if you had rather Jcroamatics^ have 
been copy'd. But of thefe latter ^rion. The dif- 
ciples of Pythagoras were either Hearers or 
Mathematicians^ or Exotcrical or Efoterical^ whbm 
we may render Exterior and Interior auditors, 
All things were declared to the Efoterical (but 
without witnefles) in a plain* perfpicuous, and 

copiqus 
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copious fpeech : while every thipg, on the con- 
trary, was delivered to the Exoterical^ in a per»- 
plext, obfeure, and enigmatical mapner ) nor was 
any thing told clearly, except popular and vulgar 
matters. The filence injoin'd to the latter, or 
the probation they were to undergo, lafted five 
years, or two years at the leaft % but that of the 
former, whom they alfo ftii'd and reputed perfeft^ 
was perpetual : not towards each other (as. has 
been ramly believed by miny) but onely towards 
all thofe, who were not of their fcllowfhip y 
whence that moil common maxim among them, 
that all' things ought not to be declared to all wen.^toQzv. 
They referv'd their own do&rines to themfelves, f^ ,libg *^ 
as fo many holy fecrets $, or if any others happened f * * "' 
to be preient, they told their minds to each other 
by fymbols and enigmas or parables: whence it 
has • unluckily happen'd, that fcarce any thing 
which was of uie or moment among tnem, is 
come to the knowlege of the public* this being 
the true reafon of the obfeurity, or rather the al- 
moft intire lofe, of the Pythagorean Philofophy. 
Of this conduft I fliall give one example. Ly- Jambuc. 
si s the Pythagorean fevcrcly chid his condifciple ,n ?lt * p Y " 
H i p p a kg h u s, for having publifli'd fome points 1 7 * n'o C *£ 
df the Efoteric Pbikfofhy * and for having commu- \ t 
iricated to men^ who were neither initiated, nor CtEM - A - 
prepar'd by contemplation and the neceffary fci- {'£' T^' 
ences, their matter's do&rine : whereupon he was />8o Ori- 
expeird out of the fchool» and a monument «en. contra 
ereftcd for him, according to the cuftom of the £*P *l b *- 
Pythagoreans, as if he had been a&ually dead. J**^ 

lib. 3 . pag. 
141. 
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SOR was fucb filence a»d rcferve po. 
culiar to the Pythagoreans. Let u* 
therfore precede from the Samian to 
the Stagyritc. Tbt Arifiottlians (kjs. 
■ Clemens Jfoandrmus) afert 9 that 

of their writings fome indeed; or* Mfaterk ; while 
others are vulvar, and Exoteric. This is very home 
to the point, and die paffege is not a little con-* 
firm'd, i£ not much illuftntca, by Avlus G*l,~ 
Noa. An lius ia the following words. %is /aid that of the 
tie. lib. 10. fooks and artSy which the Pbilofopber Aristotle, 
Vfi '" hmg AliX4nd«*'s rttfw, dettver'd (o bis djfrifles^ 
he had two. forts. Some he nam'd Exoteric, others 
Acrostic. Such were calPd Esoteric, as taught 
Rhetorical fiudieS) tbt fatuity of pleading or fubtil 
difputatiom, and the knowledge tf falitital affairs .- 
hut thefe were fiiFd Acroatic, that ftrtahCdto tb* 
contemplation of Nature* ant to diaJe&caJ difquifh- 
lions. He admitted all bis diiciplcs without ci- 
fBnetion, and eren Rich of the people as pleas'd, 
to his Exoteric lefibns, whkh he read in the even- 
Id. ibid, ing : but be /pent the morning in tbt Lyceum upom 
explaining the Acrostic or Eftrteric doBrint, fn. 
which (purines G e u.i v s) he did, not indifferently 
admit every body, but with caution and choice. 
To Alexander, complaining that he pub-* 
lifh'd and made common his Acroatic books, ho 
Id. ibid, anfwcr'd, know that they are neither ■publifh'd, nor 
ytt unpuhlijb'di feeing they'll be onely intelligible t« 
thoji, who have been my bearers. Aristot le's 
fag. 1 1 if. Exoteric* arc menuon'd by Plutarch, againit 

*- GoLOTKSj 



Colotes* and before him by Cicero* w!m>^ Att ^ 
fomtiipes underfbwds by them mdigeftcd and un- j£ + *£ 
finiih'd trcatifes^ ia <;ontr^diftifl£hon to fuch as 
wqfq pcrfc<i a^ ftadioufly poliih'd. But his Exo~ 
itriv& are to be, fought from none, preferably to 
Ahistotue £uqfcl£, who rqferrs to them ia, 
niapy places. The Stoic Philofophers, nay the 
Epicureans, bad certain fcqrcts among themiclves^ Clem. ^ 
vhcrqf, they did not cafily permit the reading to. £*• Stron V 
cycry body, Plato wifely providing for hi*' " /# 
own, fafety, aft^r the poyfonou^ draught was ad- 
mi^ifter'd tp So<? iut^s by profane and impious 
pcrfons, wrote rather poetically* than philofophi^ 
caJ^y ; w.herforc, by qucally transforming the 
nature of things the elcmpnts, a&d the celeflul 
globus, with the patfons of the body and the. 
qualities of the mind, into Gods, Goddefles, Ge« 
niufes, and Demons, he furnith'd large materials 
for fables to th* Platonics .falfly fo cali'a * for 
night is not. mare unlike to day r than the mo- 
dern to the primitive Platonics. / pa/s over in 
fiknee (&y« Apjtjys ju $* who for all bis affe&ed I? Apd* ' 
luxuriancy of ftile, liTan excellent Commentator 8 18 ' p * 
PDG^h^ An£icnss) tbflf* fublirm and divine Platonic t 9 * 
doSbcmp 9 qwlirfteod by very few of the piousy and 
abfalvtelp: unknown & every one of the profane. All 
P ju a ^ 9's books are fp foil, of the Epcoteric and 
Efoteric dsftin&ion, which is the true key to his* 
tvorks, that out of them alone I cou'd wrke a 
fizable volum on this fubjetSL Who i$ there that 
feems to fpeak more pofitivcly about a begin* 
ning of the world, or a Creation in our language, 
than he ? and yet he's affirmed by Phurnu- Denat.De- 
t trs,, to baye maintained the U n i v e rs e to be <*• *?• *• 
Jove. "Nay he plainly enough mfinuates fo much ^ K q^ E ~ 
himfclf in diverfe places. Behdcsthac in his fecond Amft. 
book de Republican he divides Theology into fy mbo- 1 683. 
lical or myftical, and into philofopmcal otr demon- 

* - ; : : ffcrative, 
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Illative, of whidi.ijiftin&ioijhcfliakcsalmoftapcr- 
pctual trie. Wherfore I wou'd advife certain perfQm, 
who afFcft citing of P lat o before other writers, 
to deal fairly, by acquainting their readers in what 
ftnfe he fpeaks : and whether from exotic traditi- 
on, or philofophical perfuafion y whether Exoter 
rically and Vulgarly, or EfoterieaHy and as a Phir 
lofopner. But the Academics, the true follow- 
ers of P l at b (of whoni prefenriy by themfelves) 
held quite another courfc, and a much better. 
Epbefian H k r ac li t v s, in die book Which i\c 
Djoo # u*intiturd Qf Nature^ cxplam'd nothing clearly 5 
»*. lib. 9. whence he got the furname of Scoiinus, or 0#- 
* • Jiure. Yet becaufe he fell under the blame of ie- 
veral, oh account of this obfeurity, fome body- 
has honored his memory with the following Epi- 
gram. ' 

U, Ibid, You muft not Heracutus Rightly ready 
The way is rugged, and the book obfeurex ' 
But if into his fi'nfe he does you lead, 
jiffs flain } qnd lity the fan it /elf mo ft pure. 

The readers wanted a kcy ? that njight open *em 
a paflage into his fecret meaning : and foch a key, 
that I may hint it en pajfant y is to be, for* the moft 
part, borrowed by the skilfpl from the writer? 
thcmfelves. 
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VI. 

il U T difmiffing the reft , , which 
I wou'd be infinite labor to run over 
| particularly, it 'was the cuftom of tht * J^;**' , 
1 .Academics (fays Cicero) to conceal ^mm A- 
" their opinion > and not to difcover it to atdem.lib. 
any body, except tofuch as had liv'd with them even 6 ' 
to old age. I fhou'd have thought this an over* 
caution, unlets I had known the Superftitlous to be 
foveryjealous,and ever bent upon mifchief. What 
Cicero has fomwhere written about others, 
does not lefs appofitly agree to the Academics. 
ttbere are two forts of foots, (ays he: the onepopu- De fin-bo- 
larly written, which they calVd Exoteric j tht other *£■ {* m *' 
■more perfecJIy written^ namely the Efoteric, which ^i, \\ *' 
they left in their Commentaries; or finifh'd Pieces. 
Hence he rightly concludes, that the fame Phi- 
losophers do not always feem to fay the fame things *M- 
tho they continu'd of the fame opinion ; which 
is as true as Truth it felf, of many writers in 
our own time. Wherfore the incomprehenfibi- 
lity of the Academics, their dubitation and per-' 
petual fiifpenfion of aflent; were not fo propos'd 
and recommended, as if in effect they always 
doubted (which is hnpoflible) or that they retain'd 
their aflent, by reafon of the infuperable incompre- 
henfibility of things : but flrft,becaufe they were 
unwilling to declare their judgment of every 
thing indifferently J and fecondly, theywerewil- 
ling Tafcly todifputeconcerningall fabie£ts wbat- 
foever, by equally maintaining both fides of the 
(jiieltiQji. Nor will any man in his feafes, we may 
rcafonably 
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rcalbnably believe, deny them to have a&ed both 
wittily and wifely, as things then ftood.M o s e s^the 
moft illuftrious Lawgiver of the Jews (that I may 
' palS over in filence ail the other Prophets, with their 
eternal types and allegories) is not difown'd by his 
followers, to have departed fomtimes from the ac- 
curate truth of divine and natural matters y and 
frequently to / accommodate his words^ when 
x (peaking of G O D hitafclf, to the capacity and 
preconcciv'd opinions of the Vulgar. This is in- 
fconteftable : and hence it is, that 4 the Rabbins 
vend fo many fables* and that there is fuch palpable 
. darknefs in the Cabala (I wiftj ft refted only tnerej 
jboncerning the Mosaic Religion ana Repub- 
lic. Some of the Rabbins^ however, were pnore 
fqbtle. What can be more Efotmc in fonie place?* 
than the Talmud t tahich ifrakes the Worlds not 
onely plural $ but alfo numberlefsj, tho it fpeci- 
lies the number of eighteen thoufand* a certain 
fum for an uncertain:; befidesthat the Cabala^ 
we jiiil nam'd,* makes the world infinite and eter^ 
)ia)y increated and immenfe. Jesus Christ 
himjfelf taught for the nioft pait in parables, ex* 
Mat. tf. £refly forbidding the children's bread, or tb&t 
*6t*-7-6wbicb is holy, meaning the true? doctrine* to be 

17 . AR 7 €a ft t0 *^ e dogs: and admonifliing his difciplesj 
" after the manner of the Philofophers jwf to cafi thtir 

' Aat * 7 ' 6 - pearls before fwine j fince thelc animals trampling 
fuch ill beftotv'd gifts under their feet* and turn- 
ing again upon their benefa&6rs*not with gratitude 
hut fury, will do their endeavor to tear them to 
pieces. This is ever the way of the fordid and 
the ignorant. fFe [peak wifdofn among them that 

t Cor. i.6. are sperfeB, fays Paul: left profoundly ther- 
fore among the ruder fort, nor* do the other A* 
pofiltt (from! whom I might bring tnany paflages 
to this purpofc) fpeak a different languages the* 
fair be it from me to make any cotaparifon be- 
tween 
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twfefta thetn, atad the nation^ or *f*Q* I lutvc 
brought 6n the ftagc in this difcourfe, Thcfe, as 
we have fhoWn, made ufe of fables out of fear far 
craft 5 thofcjmploy'd parables for edification, and 
the m&ffe effc&uai conveyance of their do&rine. 
Yet, that we may not leave this fubjeft abruptly, 
the fir ft notions are not better known,than are the 
fymbols, tropes, types, allegories, fhadows, and 
ttyfteries, which on cvety occafion are alledg'd 
by all kinds of Chriftians. Tis not a thing thcr* 
Tore eitheffo ftntftge <k WfcfidferfuV that it fhou'd 
be eagerly contr&verted on iev«y fide, that it 
ffliotfd be a matter of the nioeft inquiry, *and a 
tjueftitffi agit*^ With tio ftt^H ^Oftdern among To 
prodigious a Vstftety fcf fedte, what was in reality 
the original and gemin tfnftUution of Jiiu-s? and 
this whether it' be^ th«t « the beginning it w& 
iavolvVl ki faeh feered obfeorkyj or rather thifc 
it Wafc afterwards - thills jMtfpleKt, hy> the ifivetttik 
«rns o£ the wily or the imaginations wf tfefe weak, 
'©at to whatever manner it lb happenM, I atfi 
^dowrtr^ht a&ftttfd of thoffe Mothers? W>ho ni«te 
'foch brdiriary *&iohs as eating bwad, drinking 
Wine,' and dippiftg m writer^ o* walking^ with it/ . - 
to patfs fot tretnenioHs and imtttnihle myfterios. ^ 
Veity intelligible 4md apfjofite figure we grant %7r ^i 9 
*ert**o be, vefy (ignifietftive *>f thfc things they **?>%&> 
tepwfetit «*nd*8rhft>it* bateontainirigttothiflgter- *w«. 
rible or abftrufe, much left taarterabte ot incon- *W WT *> *- 
eeivabfe. Nfcverthelds, what thdfe &fhm onely *!^™* 
feign'd to be M*s tEkifis, that they naightin puf^*. 
fetfthi&g come ^fltert of the Heathenifia they had 
quitted j theft- ftfccetfbi* took oarefli^u-dbecomfe , 
unintelligible to fome purpofe, and be tremendous 
in more fenfes than efte, or in any fenfc except 
that o>f the Gbftel Yet for as *.mu\ and fright- 
ful as the Fathfrs detcribM the Chriftian Myste- 
Kits, they ordered them to bemofi diligently con* 

. ceal'd| 
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ceaTd; left the Heathens,' or crthers (to givetheir 
own rcafons) might icorn and defpifc their fin>- 
plicity. " -' 



vn. :■;;.■' . 

!&UT why do I infift on particulars ? 
m fince this difiinSion of Exoterical and 
Iff Efoterical doBripesg w»s» a? k were, 
m the Catholic tftablijhntent of all nati- 
» onsj which {hovrst\iiitUniverfaIity is 
no infallible mark of Taut h, unlets it be matn- 
rtain'd that there is more wifclom than folly, more 
honefty than wickednefs, more knowledge than 
ignorance in the .world- I have a cloud. of wit- 
nefTes to confirm what 1 have advane'd: but let 
C.l e M e n s AUxa.ndr.inm be their fpokefman and 
emraiat interpreter. All they (fays he) who have treated 
] jbi j-.pig. of divine fubjeUSy -whether Barbarians or Gfeecs, 
.6;%. did conceal ^Frincipleso/ things ■, but de- 
livered the Truth under, enigmas and fymbols^ un- 
der allegories and metaphors. And indeed, not to 
fpeak of defigning men, many -others were per- 
fuaded, that both natural and divine things might 
beft be explain'd by figures. ■ Among tnefe the 
Phtlofopher SALL,usTitfs;is not the leall con- 
siderable: to whofe authority notwithstanding, in 
this point, I am fan from afTenpng. He looks 
Upon it as improper, to be dtfirous to teach all hten 
In libra de B /^ -what is true concerning the Gods 5 fince this 
Mundo * n &* "Hwifey Vfbo are incapable of fucb infiruSion, 
«p. j.' will breed contemU and in theisife lazinefs : wberas 
to conceal the 'Truth under Fables (adds he) refrains 
the formr from de/pifinfy find necejjitates the latter 
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to Pbilofophix* y *§ obliging them to inquire into 
the right meaning of fach Fables^hkh will not 
let tittle fy tdte on thdf kinds; Beit *rhe*e is the 
neccrffity, wh*r is the end, of fe&ching the Vulgat 
anything ehey cannot ondetftand of praftife? and 
as for thS learned, tig a jfeft to &ilk of eaercifing 
thdr djUgeflde* when tiate ean never foil them 

In impldyiii£thair induftry afcwut what is intelU- 
ible and uftfell: for all t*Wfe ftudics are vain, 
iperfluous, nay ridiculoiM s that relate- to matters 
Ift themfeires incomprehensible, or of no manner 
of concern to human life. Not pkifclv to fay and . 
profit all you think, or td do k oy cifcutn* 
locution Ana figuiesL is one thing : twit tis quite 
another things to ij>eak fcofttively againft yoer 
own judgment) or againft the Truth in utf 
figure of fpdech whatever, tot all this, I am 
©bligM >s k hiftoriaii (fince the fSJhry of the 
Exoteric dnd Efetetie Philofopby is my pttftttt 
fubjeft)' to rttfate, that tbew have been of old, 
as well as a* this tithe, feveral^gr<fat men $ who 
declar*d it theif opinion, that Fr a u d «*»rf 3 tf- 
PfiRSTffibN w*re Hceeffary means, t* keep the 
tvtnmon people iri£oed&rder. Among foch Straso, 
a man hifefelf not ki the leift fupetftitious, juftly 
claims theforemoft place. In the firft book of 
his invaluable Geography^ he expfeflcs his judg- Edit. 
ment in the following words, fhefe freaking Amft. 
of artizam tod the reft of thd mob] are turned P* J*-- 
/btfr /#**■ wifer, wlm *#A<?r #y **wvfe* or certain 
frightful reprefentatiens, they learn that punijb- 
ments, and terrors, and cemmiHatkns, procedt'froto 
tht Gods , of thAt they believe futh things h4ve keen 
infii&ed on any Perfons : 'for tis mpoffibte to govttH 
the bulk of women, and of the prmifcueus vulgar, 
by Philosophical difcowrfes, or to lead them into re- 
ligion, piety, or fidelity > but to this purpofe S #- 
perstttion is found tot. be necejfary, which 

G can 
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A* n never fubfifi without fictions and miracles. PPber* 
fere Jupiter V thunderbolts, MinervaV 
jbield) Neptune V trident, the fetches: andfer- 
pents of the Furies, and thopt [pears which are 
reckoned the arms ef the Gods ^ are all Fables* 
as well as the Whole antibn^ ThJology; 
'for thefe things were received by L e ( <q i SLAfoRS, 
as fo toany bullbeggars y wberby to keep if* order the 
Jilly part ef mankind: Nov is Strabo, as 
I hinted before* fingle in this opinion concerning 
Mfr- the ufe of Fables. -Homer, which Dionysius 
m* %%t. Haikarnajfeus tells us in his £Jfe % ufes aparadoxi- 
* cal and fabulous narration of things $ that be may 

fill his readers with diligence and admiration, and 
render bis auditors amaz'd. That all his Gods are 
pure natural caufes, qualities, incidents, and c- 
vents, are prov-d: in. this very Life; but more 
*H^*X€/ s - particularly and expr$fly by H&Raclitus, 
rot/, ovy)- whofe AlUgoiies of Hom£r deferve to be care- 
rou 2 kg- j u n p Cru3 >'<j. j f^all neithet obftinately deny* 
Z7ZZ '^at the horror of Superftition* inftill'd into the 
'o^h^v minds of men* never produe'd any good > nor 
pAflt^K- 4hz\l I , ?afily grant, that it ever had fo defireabk 
pnffAVT&j ^ n cfiofa . feeing that, the circumftances of all 
eiAi^vfft- things duely confider'd* it muft neceflkrily hap- 
Kajy <ro$a- pen* that Superstition fhou'd occafion more evil 
tat*/k,<* than good in the world. But granting that Su- 
tvayw perftition had at any time prov'd beneficial to tEc 
•T*Tct/. p U yj c ^ y et at other. times without number, and 
.in things of incomparably greater importance, it 
-will be found detrimental* definitive, and utter- 
ly pernicious * /nor advantageous to any* except* 
ing Priests or Princes, who dextroufly 
. turn it to their own intereft, thp even thefe are 
not always able to dire£t it at their pleafure. It 
-does notoncly everywhere difturb private fbciety 
-and concord, and fomtimes bring its (acred 
And foveratn managers to the laft extremities 5 

but 
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but too often difordcrs, or quite overturns, moft. 
floriming Governments, which the Hiftories of 
ail ages and nations make evident by. infinite ex- 
amples. As for the particular pcrfans blafted with 
this contagious air, it never leaves 'em amomentY 
tranquillity, waking or dreaming, in occurrences 
of life, or at the point of death. 
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jO pafs over many paflages out of the 
moft noted Apologifts tor Fabks,fuch 
as thofe I have already nam'd, togc* • 
ther with Proclus, Porphyry^ ' 
Jam^lichus, Macrobius (not 
tbfpeakof OrpheusjEmpedoclbs* Paul* \ 
ivt e n i d e s, and fuch other of the Antientsj who 
wrote allegorically) Timeus llocrus y that ex- 
cellent difciple of PythagoHas, trachea the 
fame do&rine with S t r a b o : for he thinks Su- 
per ftit ion to be no lefs neceflary than the latter, for 
the reftraint and government of the people. ThO • 
the pafiage declaring this be a little ot the longeft^ 
yet I fhall wholly infert it here out of his golden 
treatife concerning the Soul of the world i efpeciallyj 
becaufe it is from thence moft tn&nifeft, that nei- 
ther Pythagoras nor the Pythagoreans be-, 
lie^'d the Tranfammation, or Tranfmigration of ^ 7m z 
Sottish for holding of which they arc fo famous : 4^****. 
hit that by this word they did Efiltrically uft- 
derftand the inceflant flux or motion of all things, 
and the perpetual change of forms in matter, one 
never decaying or dying but to begin and take oft * 
another j while ExoterUally they did, to thep^o- - 

G 1 mifcuoqs 
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mifiraoas croudy afFcftccHy preach the Egyptian 
vide H e- Jbwhttut* of Souls, For the punishment ot re- 

W>° i° n. ^*«*<rf ** at *** tnmfaaxjd » the Body. TWa 
X1 j/ " lift does certainly nanfoigrate, revolve, inter- 
change, or however otherwifeit may be commo- 
djWty eacprefili y as no lefs does the «&>»/ in the 
fenfe of thofe, Who will have it to be Ether 
afting by the mechanifm of 'the Brain and iWrsto, 
which are the proper organs of thinking and 
_.. feeling. But let us hear our Author. A good 

Amft. par. Under ft anding (fays Timetjs) and the dntient 
$6 ft ***• Pbilofopbyy after purging the mind from falfe t opini- 
~ons and imbuing it witb}fa\<r$ledge, have delivered 
it from great ignorance^ and excited it to the con- 
taiplition of drvtntr JuijeSs: m which thing if 
aft 6* fo cower f ant y a? to live content- nvitb his lotj 
to bo mov'd at nothing incident to humanity y and adds 
fy diligence- temperance, thai man is certainly happy. 
Toivhomfoevertbetfore. the Divinity has .granted this 
fa*N>r,be 9 ky. tb* tavestPhii*osd * bl Y y is led! 
to the moft canfuntinate felicity. But ifany:Betf*n>\ 
w&> continue nftaSfory and obftmate^ be Jbail b* 
fit?** ef pMH%fhmmP both frqm the Lotos, and from 
tktfe, Jfo&Hwi, n&bick denounce celeftial and infer* 
*<fl judgments ± as that unhappy ghofts will meet 
TXtifb imptaeajbl* tormenH, and thofe other things 
Home* ^*** tk* Jenif- pp& ; has delivered, out of antient 
tfkaditkfc For at, w cure the bodies of fkkper* 
fas with anyfortofteitodie?i if they refufe the 
nUfir wJMeftm tfrwrketp the minds ofrmnin order 
by tAh*B REAsossy if they will not be go* 
. De*,n r 4 by tru* ones, IVherfore there is a neceffity 
Namely of teaching thofe form torments : as that there is a 

Egypi*n. Tm-AJtS'ftfiefcATION OF THE S O V I»^ thofe 

of Cotiiardf paffixg into female bodies > affigr?d*cm 
, for a difgract - y thofe of Murderers into be aft s of 
prey 9 for. a pumfhment\ thofe, of Luxurious perfons 
into the form of fuoine or goats; thofe of Inponftant.. 

and 



0fid Betfiktg fellmh ***** wimalsfiying V* the gjr+ 
and tbofi if the $i#hful and tbe Idle, of the Un~ 
teachable and the Foplifi 3 wfiotbe Jhapes jof animate 
living in tbe water. Here behold i moft Ulu&ri- 
ous example of the double Phitafophy, or Th$- 
^logy* if you'd r*&W haye it Col Here's thetnire 
key, for opening *he Egyptian jind Py thfrgorw* 
Myfteries ! N<>r'#re we to wqndcr *my lo^ge^, 
*hat tbe fam men 49 not always feem to fay the 
fam thingf in the fame fubjeifr, which, problctp 
^an onely be folv'4 by the ^i^i^^tion of tbe jE*- 
ttrnal and Internet Define ,jfn appliqatioo to &e 
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ix. 

HAT I may flow jetwn in partic&jr 
lar to Fables, beperjkaded ef this (lays De oat* 

Pk URNUTUSj the Philofophizing Dcor. cap. 

piyine, to his ton) that the Antients y lr - 
wr* no coftiemtihle perjons, but capabje 
to under fiand the nature of thcUniyerfe\ and peetfr 
liarly happy in p^bUofopbically explaining it by fym- 
bolt and figures. This I caneafilygranri, andthft 
the knowledge of the nature of things* is much 
better cogvey'd by allegories ihw tables ; far 
allegories do onely cover the Truths while ft- 
blcs confound and quite overwhelm it. Nothing De DHs a 
is better known. But Fables, urges SALLysTiuf, Mando,N 
declare to all* men the. exifience of the Godt : jf/ ap " * 
who and of what kind they are, they manifefi fo 
tbofe alone that are capable. I would gladly have 
" it fo : but who are they thgt are capable ? *r 
that, in fuch Cimmerian darkncfs,can onely grove 
put the Truth? who can accurately diftinguiih, 

G j whether 
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whether the point in queftion be a real matter of 
fa£fc, or a fable invented at plcafurc ? when We 
fee the learned and unlearned, whole communi- 
ties and nations, divided on this fubjeft. What 
is-a FJiftory to C a i u s, is a fable to P u b l i u $. 
Where's the contemporary witnefe ? or whoelfe is 
to be trailed ? what end or ihriit^tion will there 
•be of Fables, if once yoti alloWthe ule of them? 
how many obje&s ot reverence and falfe wor^ 
ihip, aro owing to Fables mifundferftoc*d ? how 
iriany Gods ana Goddeffes ? whofe rites and fefti- 
vals beget idiejiels and debauchery, dfuhkenoeis 
and floth, which are the fruitful fources of all 
vice (while the Priefts of thofc imaginary powers 
are gainers by tho public lofs) which Can neither 
be laid nor imagined of figures and fymbols. 
Plato was fo ienfible of this, that," in the fe- 
cond book of his Republic^ he forbad all thofe 
Fables concerning the contentions and warn of the 
Gods, their rapes, adulteries, {laughters, lie?, 
thefts, diftrefles j with fuch other crimes and ca- 
lamities, as begot wrong notions of thq Gods, 
or 'that perverted natural morals by their exam- 
ples : for men will never think that to be a vice 
6r impcrfe&ion in themfelves, which is a virtue 
br perfection in the Divinity. ' Wherforc the 
ftme Plato banilh'd Homer, yet with dr- 
'ftihguifhing marks of honor j tho he well 
knew, that all his Fables vaiPd natural matters: 
but to the Vulgar they feem'd fo many real per- 
fons and ftories that had certainly happen'd > as 
the reverence of obje&s, excited in the learned 
by images, terminates among the unlearned m 
the images themfelves. For my ^>art I do en- 
tirely agree with Plato in the feid fecond 
book, that certain things^ as thofe above-men- 
tion*d, ought pot to be publicly received, whether 
fabuhufiy delivered or otherwife : for young People 
* * - &te 
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are not able to difiinguijb if fitch be Fables or not % 

and the opinions that are imbiVd in. that tender age^ 

can fear ce ever be reftiftf d 9 or they are eradicated with 

the greatefi difficulty. This is prov'd undeniable 

by daily experience. O but, fays Dionysius Edit. 

Halicarnaffeus in the Life of Homer, it ought Amft - 

not to appear ftrange^ if by enigmas and certain fa- pag ' * 1J# 

bulous difcourfeSy be delivers bis conceptions $ for 

this is occafion'd partly by poetry r, and partly by the 

cufiom of the jfytiynts; that the lovers of lea\ning % . 

being delightfully, attracted by a certain elegance^ 

might tb$ fiifiH:fiflfily both feek after truth, and dif- 

Miter it } und that the unlearned f might not defpifc 

ibofe things? which they cannot under Jl and. For. 

there, is 4 time$ when what is figuratively faidy he-? 

wmespleafanf 1 and what is fledrly explain' d^ con- 

temtikk- . This I allow to be a fu&cient. apology 

its to every thing, except R $ l. 1 q 1.0 n 5 wberiq. 

I think all Fables to be intolerable, and thai no 

Allegories ought to be admitted, but onely in ex-. 

preffidg the Divine. Nature and Attributes. 

To lay that Fables willquipken qnr diligepec, is 

(he fame ple$ with that Fot Myfteries 5 as if time 

lay heavily op our hands, and that we had no o- 

ther occupation but Criticifm. Befides that if 

the one or the other be explicable, why not con- 

temtible after they become known, according to 

the reafoning of Dionysius and others T or 

if both of *cm be incomprehenfible and unfa- j 

thomgble, our diligence is in vain, and we arc 

exercis'd about nothing; or, which is the fame; 

thing, to no purpofe. 
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N conceiving, explaining, and decla- 
ring the Ditine NAfuHfc and 
Attributes, I readily own that 
Symbols and Metaphors arc notonely 
apt and ufcful, but the kft of f em 
even abfolutciv ncceflary. Nor, in truth, can 
any ideas of tnem be otherwife imparted to the 
illiterate, of which this is Hot the £iacc to render 
a reafon. But, as fair as the matter concerns our 
fobje& of the Exoteric and Efkeric DoStrine^ die 
moft antient Philofophcrs, being no tefo oonfeiota 
of the feid difficulty relating 'to vulgar concept 
tions, thanjuftly cautious agamft the detraction, 
malignity, violence, and rage of the fuperftitious, 
were not fo follicitous to conceal any thiflg, as 
- their real judgment \ concerning the p i v i k e 
Nature: lor they obferv'd "that few kept 'a 
fedate temper in difcourfing on this point, either 
when, they were not able to fnaifctain th<*ir own 
opinions, nor to confute thofe of others. For 
this difpofition we have accounted before in the 
Priefts, who ftampt the fame, impreffion on the 
minds of the People. What Reafon cannot fup- 
port, Force muft : and that (hall not be permit- 
ted to be told, which (hows the Multitude to be 
ridiculous, or their Guides impoftors. This put the 
Philofophers every where on their guard. S i m o- 
^•^KtDRi, as we are informed by Tully, Be- 

^.\i. tm i*£ aslcd h tb * *y rant Hiero, what GOD 
was, or of what nature ? requefted thtfpace of one 
day to think on the fob je ft. JVhen the day after ', the 
fame demand was reiterated* be beggdfor two days. 

But 
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But when be bad [frequently x ioubTd the timber if 
AtySf amt Hibro admiring ask'd why be did fo? 
'fctinufaJMd be^ the hnger I eonfider upon it, the 
"metre ebfiure this thing appears. Net that he had 
nothing to anfwcr : but that it was dangerous ta 
tcH the truth, or to do fo without ambiguity and • 

gittutafocutkro, a* by the examples of diverfe Phi* 
fefophcrs might be eafily proved. T h a l e a /#* T*rtvl- 
Mttefian* n#ben Ores us demanded of him, what ^ Al ?* ** 
pe thought ef the GODS? after t^tainiHg feme ^^ 
days far deliberation^ anfwer'd, Nothing : provided 
that Tertclli an (after his wonted manner) 
has not confounded Hi ero and Cresu s, Si* 
Honides and TiIales. When Eucl.ii* Joa*. 
efMegara was asVd by fame body, of wbat nature Stoi. 
«** tbeQOD S, and in wbat things they chiefly j^ F }£ 
delighted? As to all other things, he anfwer>d that be. cofartpag. 
was ignorant: but one thing be knew for certain, that i$*. 
they bated curious perfons *> for Euclib was well a? 
wgre, that a great queftiooer is a great bablep. 
S<rii>6 being likcwife ask'd by C^ato, wbe± DroG \' J A - 
tbertbeGOU8 toe* fkafure in prayers and fro, £;;,^* 
Ji rations ? Tou fool. (faid he) do not confalt me about 
fucb things in the ftreet, but at home, rte makes ' 
ufe almoSt of the feme expreffions here, in which M.Hfc 4; 
Bion the Boryftbenite anfwer'd to one, who rc6t, 4 6 - 
ask'd him if there were any Gods ? 

Old man y have you thf troudfarr off removed? 

• 

T!|efe*Philofophers ceu'd have all made propo! 
anfwers, but they were unwilling to difpleafe by 
declaring the truth > left tUey mou'd bring the 
Vulgar on their backs, whofe inconfideratenefe 
has in all ages proved che greateft fupport of the 
Prieftt : inlomuch that even in a certain Chri- 
ftian Church it is grown a Proverb, that the 
Ignorance of the Laity is the Revenue of the Clergy. 
Agreeable to what has been rtkted of feveral Phi- 

lofophers, 
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lofophers, I have fomwfrere read of 'the famous 

Rabbi Hillel, that to 1 one inquiring pf him 

with great curiofity, What 'was the nature of 

GOD? if I knew it y my fan (anfwered he) yet / 

-jhou'd be farr from tilling you my thoughts about it. 

Letters to Tq Uluftrate this j^oint yet further, by what I 

Serena, obferv'd on another occafion* the true reafou 

F * "* # why at a certain time the theory of the Starrs and 

Planets was fo little, or at lcaft not fo generally 

known in Greece, was : that the common people 

wou'd not endure to hear thofe things made fub- 

jc£fc to a Philosophical examination, nor explained 

by the ordinary laws of nature, by involuntary 

paufes, and blind faculties y which they were 

(aught to be intelligent, eternal, and immortal 

GODS. And therfore when Ana^agor a $ 

difcover'd that the moon ha4 but aborrpw'd light 

from the fun, and fo gave the rcafons of its wax 

Invit ^ Nl " and wane* fuch a do£trine (as Plutarch allures us) 

durfl; not be made public $ but was fecretly com-' 

mitted to very few, and even to them under 4 

promifc of fidelity. What examples cou'^1 1 pot 

produce to the fame purpofej 
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HERFORE, things (landing on 
this foot, no wife man will deny but 
^^ ww ^^ Plato fooke divinely, when hefaid, 
inTiMAto, i^mSs k that to at/cover the creator and parent 
RAN . , mSs*W3w of the Umverje, was difficult: but to. 
vol. 3. p. explain his nature to the Vulgar, impoffibh i. which 
a8# is not the lefs true, were this Vulgar ever fo wil- 

ling to underftand. Confonant to P l a t o fpokc 

Demophilu$ the Pythagorean, frying j that 

to 
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to begin any difcourfe about GOD among men of 
prejudiced 'opinions, is by no means fife $ for whe- 
ther, truth be told to fuch or faljhood, tis equally 
dangerous. From this difficulty tberfore, or r** 
ttier diffidence and caution, iprung Varro's 
threefold Theology, the Mythical, Phyfical, and 
Political^ or the Fabulous, PhUofophical, and 
Civil : wherof the firft and thclaft fort are certain A I"# A ^- 
piasks of Truth, or rather ingenious fubterfuges q^ c dc 
from, telling it* They tall that the mythical Theology Dei, lib, $. 
(fays V arro) which is chiefly us'd by the Poets, the <*p. r. 
phyfical by the Philofophers, and the political by par- 
ticular nations. The firft and the laft he abfo* 
iutely reje&s » . but approves the fecond, which Ib5 4* 
merits qarjs can more eafily indure within the walls of 
a School than abroad in the open Market-place; 
becaufe, as he there fays, naturulTheology r Hated 
to the UNIVERSE* than which thqfe Philtf- 
fophers, fays Air gust 1 n very rightly, judge no- **>&• 
thing more excellent to exift. r Among the reft this 
ifc moft notorioufly triie of the Stoics, who reduced 
all the fabulous-aiid popular Theology to the n^ 
tural* 0ir fo explain'd all the fables of the Poets . 
and the Vulgar, as tq have been originally meant 
of natural caufes arid effe&s. • They were too &» 
gacious to admit the truth of fuch things in the 
literal fenfe, and too prudent to rejefit them all as 
norifenfe : which led them of courfe, by the prin- 
ciple of felf-prefervation* to impofe upon them a 
tolerable fenfc of their own j that they might 
not be deem'd wholly to. deny the Religion in 
vogue, but to differ onely from others about the 
deugn and interpretation of it. This artifice, 
which 1 fancy has not perifh'd with the Stoics, 
coit'd not rfcape the penetVation of C 1 ce r o, 
who" yet had fomtimes recourfe to it himfelf. 
Firft Zeno (fays Co tta) after him Clean- De Nat. 
thes, and then Chrysippus, were at great Deor.Bb jJ 
pains to no purpofe, to give a reasonable explica- ^P- 1 ** 

* tion 
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tion of commntitious Fabler 4*4 to account for tfa 
etymology of tie very awes of every Q9 *> ; which 
when you do 9 adds he, you plainly intimatf, tbpttbe 
matter is quite etberwife than the bulk of mankind 
believes ; you pretending that fycb as are fold for 
Gods, do ratber denote the natures iff p&titulw 
things than the htjlory of divine fitrfons. Th* 
feme Cic e ro does often ctfw&ere expwfs his a« 
verfion to Fables* as being, if ^t tfre parents, 
yet certain!? the foftercrs pf Superftidqn. From 
another rea/on? fays he, and indeed a phyjical <m ) 
has fro ceded a gpeat multitude of G 9 $ s : • which* 
being introdtfd under human jhape,, have fupplfd 
the Poets with Fable?, but at tkt fyme time bavi 
fiird the life of men with ail forts of Snperfiititm, 
He that wou'd not: be $t jthe pains pf turning over 
many volume*, and yet is defirpus tp l^arn the 
Phyfical explications, ; which Sbp Stqic and other 
Philqibphersgaveof the FJeath$n Mythology, of 
the very names as well as of the hiflQxitt P? each 
God and Godtkfs $ J recotumend to him the 
fmall treatife wrifltep by Co r n u t v $, vukprly 
call'd Phur if v T v s, of the nature of the Gpps, 
?s not ofcdy the rnoft ing<nipus, but Ukewifc in 
allrefpcfts the bell. . 




Philofoph. 

' cap .6. 
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H A T I may now return to Varro, 
his account of the anttent triple Theo*- 
logy is wholly approv'd by Plu- 
t arch j who even tranferibes his 
words, tho inverting the order a 
little, as the following paflage makes as clear as 
the fun. 3iey 9 who have delivered u&o us the 

Worship 
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Worship ot the Gods, made nfi of three kinds 
of forms i tbonaturaty the fabulous r and the legal: 
the Philofophets teach the natural^ the Poets the 
fabmhusy and the federal Governments appoint their 
own laws y that is, by inferring into the Calenders 
the Hero* of their own country, the Inventors of 
tifefol arts, and fctch asbecame any way Benefactors 
te mankind. Such & thefe, having been firil 
confecrated to immortal memory in the Fafti by 
the Magiftrates, were next advanced by the Po- 
pulace into the fame immortal nature of the 
Gods, whofe anniverfary feftivals were marked 
there : and the more knowing or learned expo^d 
their folly-, at the fame time that, by their Alte* 
gories, they pretended to vindicate thofe Gods 
from contemt * thus no left dextroufly, than pru- 
dently, concealing their own opinions. Not 
oncly before P l v r a r c I*,* but likewife before ' A P ud A u - 
Vaurd, the Pofttif S c s v o h a diftinguiih'd £"&* 
thefe thiee kinds of Gods: the fir ft owing their cap. 17. 
being to the PoetSj the fit end to the . PbHofopbers^ 
and the third to the Legijlators or Magiftrates. The 
firft fort he efteem'd idle and ridiculous, nor 
cou'd he help judging the laft to be moft falfe, or 
in other words an impofture* tho neverthelefe 
he wou'd not have it much difturb'd, much left. 
to be totally abrogated.! ! lEor he was of the fame 
opinion, which "was afterwards openly defended 
by Marcus Varro : that many things were true, IMA cap. 
which it was- not onely ufeful the People Jbotfd not 3 r * 
know 1 but that, tho absolutely falfe ^ it was expe- 
dient ibe People jbou*d believe otherwife. This is 
at pefent fhe favorite maxim, not of two or three 
perfons onely in a country, who juggle with the * \ 
public, and imagine that deceiving the people is 
the higheft Reafoh of State, but tis likewife the 
common cant of many others, elevated indeed 
above the vulgar rank, buj mtarally timorous, 

or 
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or pfoftitutc. time-fervers. .We ought, in thd 
mean while moil carefully to obferve, that the 
Priefts. were every where the, caufe, why ^ c 
Philbfophers invented thofe occult ways of ipeak° 
ing and writing. .For while< the Priefts iii-* 
duftrioufly conceal'd Jtheir Myftcries,* lefty being 
clearly undcrftood$ they might by the Philofo- 
phers be expos' d tp the laughtet of ,th'e peo- 
ple^ as fabulous, fklfej and ufelefs: the Philofo- 
phers* on. the other, hand^coftccal'd their fen- 
timents of the Nature of things, under the veil 
of divine allegories; left being accused of im- 
piety by the Priefts (tfhich often hajjpcn'd) they* 
might be fexpds'd in their turn- to the hatred, if 
not to the fury of the Vulgar. Now the Philo* 
fophers holding this cautious conduft to be kw&l, 
and even ncceflary,as I faid*6nthe account of felf* 
/ prefervktion 5 I eafily conceive the threefold paf- 
fion of a true Philofbpher at (acrifice to have 
t>een, defpifing the Mob, detefting the Priest, 
and delighting in his own Liberty. 1 




XHL 

V * « . ' t 

H A V £ more than once hinted, that 
the External and Internal DoHrine^ are 
f as much now in ufe as ever \ thp the 
diftinftion is not fo openly and pro* 
fefledly approved, as among the Anti^. 
cuts. This puts me in mind of what I was told 
by a near relation to the old Lord Shaftesbury* 
The latter conferring one day with Major Wi u> 
man about the many fcfts of Religion in the 
"World, they came to this conclusion at laftj that* 

notwith- 
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notwithftanding thofc infinite divifions caused by 
the intereft of the Priefts and the ignorance of 
the People, All Wisfc men are of the 
same Religion: whecupbn. a Lady in the 
room, who feera'd to mind her needle more than 
their difcourfe, demanded with fomc concern what 
that Religion was? to whom the Lord Shaftes- 
bury ftrait reply'd, Madam y 'wife men never tell. And 
indeed, conhdering how dangerous it is made to 
tell {he truth, tis difficult to know when any man 
declares his real fentimdnts of things. I have of- 
ten, I confefs, read of defires to iome$, and defi- 
ances to others (not tolerated by the Laws) to 
produce their arguments : but this was* in other 
words, defiring them to get themfelves difgrae'd 
or puniih'd, deprived or excommunicated. Nay^ 
I have read of invitations to Heretics* Deifts$ and 
Athciiis, to fpeak above-board 5 and heard it much 
lamented, that the books of fuch were formerly 
deftroy *d, or that they are not fuflfer'd now to 
write ; becaufe Truth wou'd therby triumph the 
more? andthefe unfortunate men be the more eafily 
reclaimed. Many of thofc who cxpreft fuch de- 
fires, having been very good men*, wou'd be not 
a .little forry if the others had c&mply'd; when 
they found they had drawn thctm into a fnare* 
out of which they, cou'd not extricate them : and 
as for thofc whole invitations tend to decoy and 
trepan, theymuftbe left to the confciencc of their 
own bafe defigns $ as the perfons deluded by thenv 
ought to fufferunpity'dfor their folly. Now if it 
be a defirablc thing to have the Truth told with- 
out difguize* there's but one method to procurer 
foch a blefling. Let all men freely fpeak what they 
think without being ever branded or funififd but 
for wicked praSifes^ and leaving their fpeculative 
opinions to be confuted or approved %y whoever' pleafes r 

then yov are f uri t0 ^ ear f ^ e whole truth} and 

• //// 
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till then but very fctmtity^ 6r obfcurefc if di *fc 
Till then,* I fay, franfukflanfiation will in one 
country be profeft, by iu£h Who belictfe it a* lit* 
tic, as many do the Utbanaflun Creed in another 
country. But what do I talk of this or that 
country, when examples in all countries are num- 
berlefs ? nor will the kft in our own be that of a 
certain Do£tor, who wrote Difficulties EfottricaMy, 
amd ExotericaUy preaeh'd a Strtiwn. In this ftate 
of things, while liberty in ks foil extent is ttiore 
to be wifh'd than expe&ed, and that thro human 
weaknefs people will preferr their repofe* fame, 
orpreferments, before fpeaking of Truth $ there 
is nevertheleft one bbiervation Kft us, wherby to 
make a probable judgement of the fincerity of o* 
thers in declaring their opinions. Tis this. When 
a man maintains wbafs cmmonly belmfd^ or pro* 
fejfes what's publicly injoin^d^ it is not always a fore 
rule that be /peaks 'what he thinks : but when hefe- 
rioufiy Maintains the contrary of wbafs by law efta* 
blijb d) and openly declares f&r what nioft others op* 
poje, then there's a fifong frefumtion that he utters 
bis mind. Yet evefc this obfervation may be found 
to fail, unlefs.ftiii and impartial Liberty obtains; 
which I cou'd fhow, were this a place for it, to 
be rery confident with national Eftablifluhents. 
But to give in one pcrfon an example of liberty 
and referve, of external and internal do&rines, an 
ample profeSlon of fpeaking What he thinks, and 
an ,abfo!ute uncertainty whether he does fo or not, 
I fKall bring S y k fe s 1 s here on the ftage; He 
was a man of high quality and bright parts, -who, 
from a Heathen Philofopher off the Platoni£fc fe'£t, 
becanfie Bifhop of Ptolemais in the beginning of 
the fifth century. By that time Bifnops were 
come to be minifters of ftate, rather than over- 
fee^ of their flocks $ which made the Epifcopatc 
* place of great hono* aftd authority, but fabje£fc 

to 
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to muoti fatigue and fciivy* Nor is it to be for- 
goty thdt) the better to carry on the Chriftiaa 
caufc, which needed nb fuch arts^ men of efta- 
bliih'd reputation were not onely courted to be 
Clergymen, but accepted upon very eafy terms, 
as to their Chriftianity it fdf. Among theft S y- 
nesius is not the lcaft remarkable* He, was 
by nature -averfe to bufinefs, and by Philofophy 
much addicted to contemplation : yet he was con- 
Fecrated a Bifhop whether he wou'd of not* about 
the Year £io, r a thing he frequently deplores. In 
how many of his Letters does he lament, that; Epift. itl 
being pnade a Bifhop, he was iftvolv'd in fecular »3>f7' 6 7» 
affairs? hdw pathetically does Hefctforthj what £ l ° s ' 
a hard thing it was, to jterftiade him to enter in- 
to Orders ? how boldly does he oxvn;; that he wiih'd 
for death, foon^r than to change his Philofophi- 
cal for an Epifcopd lift ? haw often; ho^w ear- 
neftly; docs he beg to be difchafg'd from h& of; 
fice ? With what ingenuity does he declare^ that ber 
ing By education a Heathen; and by ptofeffion a 
Phikttopher* every thing went wrong with himj 
fince he prefum'd to ferve at the Altar ? Particu- 
larly, in a Letter to his friend Q lymp i u s, he Epift. $fl 
allures him, that if the Epifcopate ihou'd prove 
*ny hindrance to his Philofophy, he' wou'a quit 
his Diocefe; abjure his Orders, and remove into 
Greece. All thisj fome will fayi ihows his in-? 
dolence or his humility i but is nothing to your 
fubjeft, of the Exoteric and Efoteric Fbilo/opby. 
Theft Gentflemen will change their notc£ when 
they learn that Synesius was made a Biihop; 
tho he was not a Chriftiaa, arid fo muft needs 
preach what he did not believe* This neverthelefs 
is literally true, Unlefs a man be deem'd a Chri- 
ftian, who 4jsbelieves the immediate creation of the 
foul, the End of the world, and the Refurre&iori 
ttf the destd. In a long Leber to his brother, he Epift. ib^; 

H tapreflcs 
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expreffes his avcrfioa to the Croficr oft diycrfc 
account*, being led by inclination rather to con- 
tinue in the modcily of Philofophy, than to be 
elevated to the grandeur of Epifcopacy > and fear- 
ing left the latter ihou'd fpoil the former, by 
fcH- making him proud, and arrogant. He appear 
moil loath to outt his wife* which he pcotefts he 
will not do 5 but wtfhes to have, many children 
by her, as two or three he had, But this is not 
Ibid. aiL its difficult) fay* he, or ratber abfolutely 
impoffibk* to unfettle thofe do&rines, which ^ by the 
means of knowledge^ are rotted in the foul to a de- 
monfiration. Bait you know^ continues he, that 
Philofophy is diametrically oppofite to the common 
dottrineu Well : what were thofe do&rines he 
cou'd ndtdigeft? Verily^ (ays he, I jhail newer be 
He BeSetM perfuadod^that the Soul had no being before the body-, 
Fmxiftmu. ijhaU not, prof eft, that the PPerid> and aU its parts 
/ball perijb together y the threadbare do&rine of the 
RefurreSHen I conceive to denote fomthing [acred and 
feeret) but am wry fart from approving the preju- 
dices bf the vulgar* They are not, you fiac^ tri- 
vial or indifferent points at which he boggles: 
and fince the Renirre&ion of the dead, was 
one of die articles eflentially required to be bc- 
liev'd by thofe. that were baptiz'd> how was it 
poffible he cou'd be reckon'd a Chriftian, how- 
ever he might, as things went then, be a very 
<Sod. 16. good Bifhop ? His memory fail'd Photius, 
when he writes it was hi an Epiftk to The o- 
PrtiLus, that Synesius deny'd the Refur- 
re&ion, wheras it was in this to his brother; or 
perhaps he did it alfo in a Letter to that Patriarch 
of Alexandria, which is fince loft. The fame 
Ibid. Photius plainly afieits, that, tho perfifting in 
his denial of the Rcfurre&ion, they ordain'd S y- 
nesius Bifhop* not doubting but fo good a 
man, endow'd with fuch utoMomon venues, wou'd 

fooner 
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{boner or Inter believe this do&rine. This is like 
thofe matches concluded by covetous parents, 
between young people who do not greatly cam 
for each other} teeming a good fortune firft, and 
not doubting but love will come after. They 
are however commonly miftaken in their pplkics. 
Bur Phot ius, fcveral hundred yean posterior ft id. 
to Synsmu^ averrs that he. eafily came into 
the belief of the Rcfurre&ion, after he was laade 
a Bifhop. The fame things are aifo reported by 
ETva g r i u s. It may well be that he did fo," and Lib t.cap, 
it may as well be that he did not : for, inj the > f • 
fore-citpd Letter to his brother, he^roundly de- Epift. iq/, 
clares, that it may fomtimes be expedient to ly, 
in order to do good * exa£t philofophical truth 
not being neceffary for the vulgar, who may re* 
ceive hurt from their knowlegc. Wberfore^ fays Ibid. 
he, if this met hoi be tonjlftent with the rights of the 
Epifcopal dignity 1 I may be confecrated. 1 Jball free- 
ly pbilofopbize at home, and tell fables airoad; net* 
ther teaching nor unteacbing, but fuffering people to 
live in their prejudices." He repeats this rule over 
and over. Notwithstanding this allowed liberty 
among Philofophers, he calls God and men to 
witneis, that, if his Epifcopal charge requires o- 
therwife, he will not falfly represent dofixines. 
So fair, fo good. This refolution likewife he 
more than once repeats in the Itrongeft terms, if 
fwearing by GO© be fo. His reluctance to quit Ibid, 
his arms, his ifaifbs, ami his detreft dogs, I pals 
over as trifles, in refpaft of his other objeftions. 
Bat why, fome may fay, will you not acquiefce 
in his laft refolution ? I anfwer, becaufe he teaches 
<me to do otherwife : for in all his works, as well 
thofe he wrote after he~was made Bifhop as be- 
fore, he inculcates, explains, and praifes the di- 
ftinftion of the Exoteric andEfoteric doBrine. This, 
t fay, he does every where : ahd pfpecially where 

H x he 
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Epift. 145. he largely and earneftly advifes his friend Her- 
cdlanivs to Conceal his phiJofophical tenets, 
which he profeflcs to do himfelf j and recom- 
mends to him for a directory, the Letter of Ly- 
s i s the Pythagorean to his condifciple H ip pa r- 
chus, which we have cited above, and which 
he defires him frequently to pcrufe. From this 
particular account of Sykesius (of whom 
more elfwherc) no lefs than from the whole te- 
nor of tV\s Differt&tion, it may be eaiilyConceiv'dj 
boto bard it is to come «Trdth your felf t and 
bow dangerous a tbing to fuhlijb it to otbersi 
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Moft beautiful, moft vertuous, moil 

learned, and every way accom- 

piifli'd lAPYj 



WHO 



Was torn to pieces by the Clerqy of Alex* 

andria, to gratify the pride, emulation, and 

cruelty of their Archbishopj 

commonly but undefervedly ftil'd 

ift. C T R I L. 



Magnum aliquid inftat, eferum, immane, impium. 
Sen. Medea, A&. 5. Seen. 1. lin. 16. 



LQhl DON, Panted in the Yea* i?ZQk 
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A M going to give a fliort 
account, but as full as an* 
tient Books afford us ma- 
terials, of the life and 
death of Hypatia j 
who will ever continue 
the glory of her own fex, 
and the difgmce of ours : 
for the women have no 
lefs reafon to value them- 
fclves, that there exifted a Lady of fuch rare ac- 
complishments, without the lead blcmifli, even 
as a foil to her numbcrlefs perfections j than the 
men to be afliam'd, that any cou'd be found a- 
mong them of lb brutal and favage a difbofit ion, 
as, farr from being ftruck with admiration at fo 
much beauty, innocence, and knowledge, to Main 
their barbarous hands with herblood,and theirim- 
pious fouls with the indelible character of facri- 
fegious murderers. A Bimop, a Patriarch, nay 
a Saint, was the contriver of fo horrid a deed, ■ 
and his Clergy the executioners of his implacable 
fury. The Authors out of whom I collect my 
account (and I omit none that has come to my 
H 4 know- 
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knowlege) were either her contemporaries, or 
liv'd near that age. One of the;m was her fchool- 
■ fellow, another her fchollar. But they who re- 
late the moft odious and flagitious circumftances, 
are Ecclefiaftical hiftorians - } counted orthodox id 
Jheir own time, as well as eminently fo by moft 
in ours. Nor ought we to forget that fcveral of 
*em were Priefts* To every one of them ye fhall 
do thie juftice that their fincerity or prevarication 
ticferves, tho little remains to do in this refpect i 
all being agreed about the principal facts, and 
iforoe differing oncly in points of no great impor- 
tance. They are fuch things, as, taken either way, 
neither ferve much to alleviate a very bad caufe, 
nor to aggravate what cannot be poflibly made 
yrorfe. 



n. 

r FTER Alexander the gretit. 
t|l had founded Alexandria in Egypt, as 
| the center of commerce in the Em- 
s pire he was projecting, this cityfoon 
™ became a florifliing mart for Learning 
as well as for Merchandize. The fame of the 
Mexandrian School^ and of the Alexandrian Li- 
brary^ reach'd much further than the name of 
Alexander himfclf i or at leaft they carry'd 
it, whither it cou'd never have reach'd without 
their means. This was the moll proper tribute, 
that cou'd in gratitude be paid tb. the memory of 
a Prince fo ambitious of glory: as indeed no pri- 
vate perfons, no more than potentates, will ever 
do any thing praife-worthy without the profpeft 

' -,■■■•; Qjf. 
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of a long-liv'd reputation, the mod effectual 
fpurr to laudable and arduous undertakings. TThe 
fucceflion of the great men that prefided in this; 
School, may be learnt out of the works of thofe, 
who haye purpofely written on fuch fubje£ts. ; 
hdy defign however obliges me hfere to mention 
one of them, namely Th eon, who govern'4 
that Acacjemy with much aj^laufe in the latter 
part of the fourth century. He was particularly 
famous for his extenfive knowlege in Aftronomy, 
as the Catalogues made of fucb who excelTd in 
this fcience, abundantly fliow. feut what has 
f ontributed to render him more illuftrious to all 
pofterity, is, that he was father to the incom- 
parable Hypatiaj whom, according to the 
cuftom of thofe times, or rather profited by the » 
incouragement he refceiv'd from her own promi- ^«c rat. 
fing genius, he educated not dnely In all the qua- jL"^ 7 ". 
lifl^atlons belonging to heffex: but catis'd her Nicefho*. 
likewife to be inftru6tcd in the molt ^bftrufc Hift. lib. 
Tcjjpnces, which are reputed the proper occupa- i 4#cap# , *' 
tion of men, as requiring too much kbor and ap- 'y^arta* 
plication for the delicate conftitution of yromen. Alii alibi. 

* 
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H A T this notion is a vulgar preju- 
dice, the vaft number of Ladies, whd 
have in every age diftinguifh'd them- 
felves by their profeflions or perfor- 
mances in Learning, furnifhes an un- 
fwcrable argument. Whole volums have been 
written, containing nothing clfc but the lives oi 
fuch women, as became eminent in all kinds of 
* Literar 
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Literature, cfpecially in Philofophy 5 which, as it 
is the higheft perfection, fo it demands the ut> 
moft effort of human nature. But leaving thole 
heroines to the fearch of the curious, I fhaJl 
Confine my felf at prefent to one objed worthy all 
admiration \ in doing juftice to whom, I may be 
feem'd to write the panegyric of the whole fex. 
We have the unanknous confent of S y n e s i u *, 
Socrates, ana Philostor qivs, her 
contemporaries * as likewife of Damascius, 

Nl CEPHORUS&^, Nicepho rusCW- 

VtRus % Photius, Suidas, Hesychius 

illuftris and others, touching the prodigious 

Learning and other excellent accomplishments of 

H Y p a t 1 a. What is ftill a greater proof of 

the faft, no one perfon, or thro ignorance or 

thro envy, has ever as much as infinuated the 

contrary. Socrates the Ecclefiaftical hifto- 

. Hb. rian, an unfufpeded witnefs, fays, that Jbe arrived 

**p- '*• to fuck a pitch of Learning, as very farr to ex cede 

Hi. Kb, all the Pbilofopiers of her time-, to which Nice- 

14.op.14. phorus, alio an Ecclefiaftical hiftorian, adds, 

Lib. 8. cap . thofc of other times. Philostorgius affirms, 

p. Edit that Joe was much fuperior to her father and mafier 

Gcn ' T h e o N, in what regards Aftronomy. And Suidas, 

Jn 'T*-*- who mentions two books of her writing, one 

***• on the Agronomical Canon of Diophantus, 

and another on the Conies of Apollonius * 

averrs, that Jbe not onety exceded her father in A- 

fironomy: but further, that Jbe under flood alt the 0- 

ther parts of Pbihfopby ja thing that will be eafily 

credited by thoie, who {hall perufe the fequel of 

this ftory, wherein nothing is advanced without 

competent vouchers. 
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IV. 

N D tritely were *not this matter fo 
weft attefted by thofe writers we have 
juft nam'd, and by others we fliall 
prdfontly have occafion to allege* 
yet no oody ceu'd any longer doubt 
of it, after being inform'd by the very fame per- 
fons, that Hypatia fucceded in the government In loos 
of the Platonic fchool at Alexandria, the place of J am dtatis * 
her birth and education. This was another guefs 
thing, God knows, than taking the degree of 
Do&or in any of the faculties 5 which one or two 
women have not long fincedone, for which they 
have been loaded with fulibm ^ logics, tho pro- 
ducing no eflfe&s futeable to the Titles they have 
fo much ambition'd. But what greater glory for 
a woman, what greater honor redounding to all 
women > than to fee a Lady teaching in that chair, 
where Ammonias ami Hie hoc lbs (to 
name no more, for tis a miftake in Socrates of 
his tranferiber to make Plotinus one of them ) 
where Co many Profeffors, I fay, utter'd the ora- 
cles of Learning, rather as divine Intelligences 
than mortal men? What infinite merit muft {ha 
have poffefs'd, who cou'd be preferr'd to that 
conspicuous ftation, at a time when men of im- 
meefe Learning abounded both at Alexandria, 
and in many other parts of the Roman Empire r 
Wherfore, the novelty of the thing confident, 
and Hypatia's worth being univerfally acknow- 
ledged, tis no wonder that me foon had a crouded 
auditory. She explained $$ her bearers^ fays So- 
crates, 



toK 



HT P A T I A 



Ubifupra. crates, the feveral Sciences^ that go under the 
general name of Philofophy y for which reafon y con- 
tinues he, there was a confluence to her from all parts j 
of thofe who made Philofophy their delight or finely. 
To the fame purpofe fpeak others : and Suidas 

In € Tt*- adds, that Jhe explained all the Philofopbers y that 
is, all the feveral fedfcs with the particular 
tenets of their founders j which fhows an jncxr 
prefllble elevation and capacity, each of thefe ie~ 
parately being thought a fumcient province, to; 
exercife the piligence of any one man, however 
confummatc in Letters. 



77*. 
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O W, I cannot but here reprefent to* 
my felf with pleafure, let who will 
cenfurc me for it* the flower of all 
the youth in Europe, Alia, and A-? 
frica, fitting at the feet of a mod 
Suidas in beautiful Lady (for fuch we arc affur'd Hyt 
lococitato. patia was) ail greedily fwallowipg Inflru£tion 
from her mouth, and many of 'em Love from her 
eyes. How Ihe ferv'd one of this laft fort, fliall 
be told in its due place. It wa>s doubtlefs a thing 
impoflible, not to improve under fuch a teacher j 
as one mull be equally ftupid and infenfihle, that 
cou'd not be powerfully qffc&ed by a charming 
mind in a charming body, Fitfe fure this rcfle- 
ftion is very agreable to that Philofophy Ihe pe- 
culiarly profefs'd: and accordingly the Alexan-* 
drian School never florilh'd more. Her difciple$ 
entered into a ftrift tye of intimacy with one. ana* 
•£ta/^/. thcr, {tiling themfelvesc Companions^ or, as in bur, 

College^ 
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Cdfttgc&Fellows-> which was likewifethe cuftom at 
Athens, and in otherfamous feminarics of Learning* 
This commonly begot effe&s of benevolence thro 
the whole Cdurfe of their lives^ and (bftititiies a6t$ 
of friencHhip verjr extraordinary. HvpATiAwasby 
way of excellence nam'd tte Philosopher, 
altogether as muth on account of her profound 
Jcnowlege, as for her public profeffion of teach- 
ing. Nor was any Profeffor ever more admired 
by the world* or more dear to his own Scholars. 
Hers were as remarkable as numerous. « 
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N E of thefe, who has prefervM t6 
us the names of feveral others, is the, 
celebrated Synesius. He was a 
native of Cyrene in Africa, oh the 
borders of Egypt, a very antient Greec 
Colony, the birth-place of Akistippus and Car- * 
ineades, which Synesius forgct$ not to men- 
tion in his writings. He travcll'd for improve- A^verfiw 
ment to his neighboring country of Egypt* the Androni * 
undoubted mother of the fciences, where he 
happily fucCedcd in his ftudies at Alexandria un- 
der Hypatia. 1 ThisPerfohage alone may fuffice 
for a fpecirtiett, of the extraordinary Spirits that 
lhe form*d. If we may rely on the judgement 
of no lefs a man than Nicephorus Gregoras, Pa- 
triarch of Conftantinople (who wrote elaborate sy«Aj«. 
annotations on his treatife of Dreams^ a piece fraught 
With uncommon Learning) he fays, there was no± In Introi 
thing be did not know, no Science wberin he did not . 2°?\ ** 
toe cel% no My fiery in which be was not initiated or ° - 

stiff d $ 
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skilTdy with a great deal more to this purpofc. 
And it muft be oWn'd, that to all the vivacity 
natural to his country, there was join'd the moft 
profound knowlege and folid judgement. His 
works are every one highly commended : but his 
Us,m*$t Epiftks art admrabk) as Sui das very truly re- 
marks) and in the opinion of Phothjs as well as 
la Codtce q£ Evagwus, tk$9 are tltgant^ agreaiJe 9 fcnten* 
Hit. fib. i. '**?/, and learned. He was a man of noble birth* 
cap. if. which added no k6. weight to his Learning than 
this reflected luftrc on his Quality* as both toge- 
ther procured him credit with his fupcriors, au- 
thority over his inferiors, and admiration from his 
vftlibtuk equals. He went upon an Embafiy, which 
Infomniis, lifted xhret years, to the Emperor Arcadius 
%rito** 9 at Conftantinople, on the behalf of his country * 
which was miferably hafrafs'd by the auxiliary 
Goths and other Barbarians, but which received 
In lib. dc coftfideiable relief from his follicitations. It was 
Infomn. t h cn ^^ <&&& greater hoUnefs than any of the Gre- 
dans (as he tells us himfelf) he pronount r d be- 
fore the Emperor, that extremely fine Oration 
riiei I*- cementing Government % which* in a country, 
m««f fo juftiy fond of Liberty as ours> I wonder has 
never been tfenflated* This defeat I have fup- 
ply'd, and will impart it to the public on a pro- 
per occafion. As for Synesius's being coafe- 
crated Bifhop of Ptolemais notwithstanding his 
proceft&tion, that he dtsbeliev'd fame of the moft 
eflential Articles of the Chriftian Religion, we 
fpoke enough to that point at the latter end of 
Soft, ult. Clidepbems : onciy we fhall obferve in this place, 
how Petavius, the Editor of his works* affirms 
that, in fome of the books written after bis pro- 
fdfion of Chriftitnity, he appears as very a Hea- 
then as ever. But this being no prejudice to his 
parts, however it mayaffed hislalvation, is none 
«f our prefent bufinels to examines my chiefs to 

adopt 
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adopt the pitiful escufes, or rather prevarication^ 
invented by fooic learned men to defend hin) ft<H» 
this imputation. The principal k Baromivs, 
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H E thing which our defign obliges us 
not to pafs over {lightly is, the grate- 
ful teftimony he every where bears to 
the Learning and Virtue of H yp atia, 
whom he never mentions without the 
profoundeft refpeft, and fomtimes in terms of af- 
fe&ion coming little ihort of adoration. In a Let- 
ter to his brother Euoptius, Salute ({ays he) Epift. 4* 
the mofi honored and the mofi belotfd of God y the 
Philosopher* and that happy Sodality or fe^ 
lowjbifo which injoys the bleffing if her divine fain. 
In another to his {aid brother he mentions one 
Eoyptus, who fuck' d in the feeds of wifdom from Ept&i^; 
H y pat i a. And thus he exprefles himielf wri- 
ting to Olympius: I fuppafo theft Letters mil Epift. 1 jx, 
be delivered by Peter, which he'll receive from 
that f acred hand. I fend them from Pent ape lis to 
our common InftruStrefs^ and foe 11 intrufi them with 
whom Jhe thinks fit, which Pm fure will be to one 
thafs well known to her. In a Letter addrefs'd to Epift. 1 f. 
her felf, he defires her to direft a Hydrofcope to 
be made and bought for him, which he there 
defcribes. Petavius thinks it was a fort of 
Level, and others an Hour-meafure. That famous 
filver jtfirolabe which he prefentcd to P e o N 1 u s, AJ Paeon, 
a man equally excelling in Philofophy and Arms, 
he owns to have been perfected by the directions 
of H y pat i a. In a long Epiftle he acquaints Epift. 1 » 

her 
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her with the reafons of his writing two books, 
Which he thereby foods her. The xMje 
myftical Tfeatife of'DreaW* and xte o 
Dion. This laft is a moft ingenious^ 
for Learning againft two forts of men, who By 
very oppofite lines tended to tht fame center of 
Ignorance. The one, that under pretence of be- 
ing referv'd towards unworthy hear^r% coward 
tficir want of real knowlege, did accufe hirn^of 
being too communicative^ and of proftitutiiig Efc^i- 
lofophy. Tfie others wou'd have fiim ta ~k%0$* 
naliy pratirig like themfelvcs, ndt that th<^$tt- 
dy'd more than others,* por yet fo much*, JpoJ>e 
furnifh'd with matter for difcourfe : but that talk- 
ing by rote out of certain Syftems, the truth of 
which they took for granted, and which* up Body 
muft contradift, they cou'd tire the patience of 
their hearers, without making thefe or themselves 
a whit the wifer. Both forts chargM him with 
studying elegance and oratory in his cpmpofiti- 
.ons : for the Di vinps of that time were Cubftitu- 
ting apace to Philofophy and other Learning, Le- 
gends and Enthufiafm, Fables and Fancies, which 
they fen&ify'd by the name of DivipeContpinplati- 
cn. Metaphyfical diftin&ions about thoTrinitjy 
and extravagant notions about the effencc of GOD 
(whofe majefty they blafphem'd by thejr profane 
definitions) was all the ftudy then in vogue, to 
the irreparable damage of polite aod ufeful Let* 
ters. 
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F his D i o ir therefore he begs tt v- 1U& 
pa t *a?s judgement, rcfolving not to* 
publifh it without her approbation/ 
He informs he? .moreover^ that: {kit's 
the firft among the (Srfcecsi or rather 
the Heathefts, to whdn^'he communicates hi* 
Tteatife ofBriams t and tti^t he might complete,, 
he fays, thefocttd number c fiyree y he adds to r thefet 
two his account of the jtfirolabe prefented to 4? e o-* 
nius. It witt {tK>t be a digreffion altogether fori 
ren to the fubj^dfc (as we fljaU fee hereafter) if we 
infert here part [of %h& fine defcriptipn, which , fie 
has given o£ tile fecoijd: fort <tf thofe that cenfur'4 
him 3 who being fuU oj ignorance^ fays he> ^tf armd IM& 
with confideme^ art readier .than all other men to 
liifcmrjt cohcermngGOti^ And if you happen H 
l^ttyqp.thmi yMfU fir ait bear fow of their hn- 
reifon&ble reafomngSy which \they will needs extrude 
to fkcb as #re dejlrous of m 'fitib matters he$aufe % 
ffafipofa it is j^ their intetijkfa to do. tor on 
the fi^r^iif .fi^k \ things they are ritade Preachers in 
tQi&nS) mfbi^k is the fame thing as to injoy A m a £*- 
theaV horn/or plenty of in things, which tbefe 
think them/elves, obliged to ufe. I fancy by this time 
you perceive^ what this forward generation of men 
may be y that blame my generous purpofe, They in* 
vite me to come into their D$fci£line 9 promifing that 
in a Jhort time IJhall appear moji confident in things 
relating to G O D, 5 and ever after be capable to dt- 
fpute inceffantly both night and day. 1 believe this 
race of ffiea tract yet extinfl: : btat another time 

I they 
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they may hear of a certain Speech addreft to them 
by the tone truth- tcllipg§.vxje $ i y,s. , 





N Bis promotion, '&r 9 a$>he necoaj&fced 

it himfeW; his feaaifttiWttr ffc tttd Jfa 

flioprick of Ptolemais, he was forced 

to quit thf IkHowihip of hisCondifci- 

plc^ and the prefenee of his defcl&W* 

* pa tx a. As an f augmentation of his afiiSiaarlie 

fbon loft his wife, with his tHiWftn in a little 

time ufter ? whom he very tenderly iov'd, and 

whofe death he did not bear with the fame foiti* 

ixficp that is reported of feme o«h* Pkflofopfettis 

pn this ocrafioty arid a fkftey*d negleft o£3w 

friends, he wrote ^efelWlftgli^tter yrll** 

ki r t a tbt Pbilc/bphtri that I may mfe the <*wji 

Jpia. i o. Words of the iitfctf tftf oft. 1 folate ym> ' happy* to* 

inanity your mtam thb mop 'hl^&wpmhw* I 

have of a long time hdd an hsfonfkm to dUAt, hy+t*+ 

fin I have received no Letters from any of you. Am* 

now I perceive that lam negle&ed by all, not that* I 

have in any thing faATd of Uny duty -, tut that! am 

in inany refpe&s unfortunate, and indtod us nnfortk* 

naie as any one can be, % Never tkefefc cm'4 I to 

thought worthy of receiving your letter s$ and of h*> 

ing informed bow you lead your Hvts {Mag eanjUknt 

however it is after the heft man/net that may be, and 

that you fail not to exerdj/e a fprigbtly genius) I 

• fiou'd onely think my (elf unhappy ty halves wbik 

I injofd any bappimfs on your account. But mm> I 

mufi reckon this al/b, as one of the misfortum 

wherin lam involved. Pbr lam not onety deprw'4 

of my children^ but likewife of my friends, and of 

every 
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t*try&efyt tinimfr. iw^y 'what's % mor* 4bm ally of 
pour mofi divine Sout % <wbtih imely thin^I flatter d 

*fy?f&i ^wmm^nd fm \ £&ms $f r fate. One 
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, pathctical. 
iiCtter^ Which, becaufc ferving to give us the 
ftitttt? view o? Hypaxia's character, I itiall 
fftdnte ^eiTeo^LtQ my fubjeft. 
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for the death of his children, he fell 
into an ill dftatcof feetith, whfch tie 
Ggntfic* to 4i£ JMiftiifs (whom in &l 
hh Letters he flaks J*e Phikfahef^ 
*x&x&^bdb^ flsaaiesj ia 

tbefe^rafck. Jking anfa'd to.f^ 
nd AbiS'Letfier, wdmbnkfy ypu rweive in$ood he#ltt\ 
m$ mttb&y my fifier^ und tqy ixjtofoefi ! in M 
nOsh tifpeSs you Jbme foey ity ketoofctfirefs, or if 
ttonvi* awyttfar, tkker name ok things that ismoU 
beforhhk* Sfte wfikwftof my body proetdos frolp 
tbt mgwfk ofmyjbul ffle remembrance of my. d*» 
*ea$*4 cbHdtok xtmfitmes .me iy Utile and HfM*. S v- 
nbsivb o&gbt vnily ft have Hv'd fo img^ as the 
evih *f ftfr «mr Mnkmmn to bm. • Afterwards it 
has httppertdtobim Mto a flreamtbat is fiopt: it 
'vujtes ever &r dm an m Jioldtm f md forces all the 
fteafime vf 'tif*. before iu Let Me eeufi to live, or 
to nemmb9f fib* imial vf my children. May ytorifa 
joy health your feif 9 and falute in my name the fop* 

I i py 
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py Companions y beginning with father T* h ft 6y±c* 
Ntxs arid broihet AthanasitjS, and fo pro- 
ceding to the- reft. * Or if any other be Jince aff&ci&ed 
to them, who isagreable to you (and to whvm P for 
this very reafon of pleafing you, fought to fiand 
obliged) falute fork alfo from mi 9 iti hm of my dear eft 
friends: If 'what relates to me be of afiy totoMfn to 
you, tiswett d&ne': thb,' even fhenf'l Jhffll keji$ri- 
ftble to this favot. : What can be mbtt 
nate, what car* be more tender^ what eair fee 
more benevolent or candid ? The foul fpeaks lifire 
in every Une. A while after the calamities of warr 
being added to all his ' other forro ws, : he writes 
!*♦• her this Letter beginning with a couple of lines 
out of H o me r, changing onely a word or two. 

Tho 'mong the dead profound oblivion reigns, 

E'en there my dear H y Pa t i a : FllremetidJer I 1 * 2 **. 

/, who am-furrounded with the miferies of my court 

try, and who' dm ihoroly weary, of: if} Jince /daily 

fee hoftile arm*, <and men JIaugBter'd like beajts * 

that I breath* air infected with the corruption of dead 

bodies,' and that I bounty expeS the Uke fhte my felf: 

for who can hope well, where the wery.face of the 

sky is tnoft lamentable, being darkened by the Jkadow 

of carnivorous birds ? Yet, notwithftanding all this, 

I retain an ajfe&ion for the country ; nay, how* can 

I do otberwife? being a Libyan by nation, and bom 

in this place, where I behold no ignoble Jiputchtrs'of 

my anceftors. For your fake alone I fancy I can fit 

light by my country, and, as foon as hifure offers, 

Scft. ult. will banijh my' felf out of it. In CHdopborusl fhow'd 

'the like refolutions out of fomc of his Letters to 

others : but whether he ever executed them, or 

how long he liv'd, or where or in what'tnaimer 

- he dy'd, is not recorded by any author that I rc- 

- member. 
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LEthis, fomewillTay, we readily 
grant, that Htfatia was. a Lady , 
of mpft eminent Learning, and that 
S y n b$ i us, with probably not a few 
of her other difciples, efteem'd her 
to be a miracle of virtue*and prudence : but what 
did the reft of the world think of her condudt, 
what marks of approbation or faVor did flie receive 
from the public r To this inquiry, which is very 
.natural in this place, we anfwerj that never wo- 
mam was more carefe'd by the public, and ye t that 
never woman /had a more unlpotted chara6fcer. 
She wa&Jadd an Oracle for fcer wifdom* which 
.made Jier be c^nfultetl by the Magiftrates in all 
important cafes 3 . and this* frequently drew her : 
-among the greateft concoiirie of men, without 
the lead cenfure of her manners. The proof, of 
fo rare a felicity we chufe to give in the words 
of the hiftorian Socrates. By reafon cf the^^b^* 
confidence and authority (fays he) 'which Jbe bad ac- **?* l *' 
quir'd by her "Learnings Jbe fomtimes came to the 
Judges with ftngular modefty, nor was Jbe any thing 
abajttd, to appear thus among a croud of men : for 
all per fans, on the fcore of her extraordinary dijere- 
tion, did at the fame time both reverence atfd, admire 
her. The fame things are confirmed by Nice- videdu« 
chorus Gallistus v Sulpas, Hesychi- j^JJ^J^ 
u s BluftriSj and indeed by whom not I So fiur citat j $> tcr . 
was fhe from that blameable timidity, which is tium verd 
,contra£fced from a .wrong education y. or from chat « '?**- 
^onfeious backwardness, which is inipir^d by guilt. TiA% 

1% That 
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Apod That the Governors and Magiftrates • of Alexandria 

SV» ctvs and Svi*** vefce) paid couix to her, is 

riA . a diftin&ion with which do 1 woman was ever ho* 

nor'd before. And to (ay all in a word, when 

Nicephorus Oregon*) above quoted, intend* 

ed to pafs the higheft compliment on the Piincefi 

Hift. lib. 6. Eu xxo oi a, he thought he cou'd not bctttt kifa 

tt P- *• than by calling her urnifar H y pat i a. , 
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• — * • 

T was during thii profperous giio of 

public faror, that Hy FATrA*^>dt- 

voted friend Synbhv s fent her this 

recommendatory Letter oa the behalf 

of two young gentlemen, that-had a 

Cpift. Si. claim depending at Alexandria. Attho fortune cs*- 

pottak «uery tbmg from mo, yet Jbe&& *:%&&& 

ftrip m ofattjbesan} fie that 

Of many/oasy and good, has tm btreft. 

Jto f to he amhitiens of doing the bejt things, and to 
afiift the mjnjUy effrefk, is <wbat foe Jbalt we^^ia&e 
from me: for fart* be it from me, that fie j&#$$ 
ever he obit to conquer my mind. Tierfort / fttfr 
ivfufiiee, fimg this I may do fiill : and am $lf*it- 
ftftous to reprefi it, but thft is em of the things 
tshmeut of my fewer, snd vehicblhft before my 
(kihktn. 
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Star Mfh&*ii vtbm I tmtdi H mfefal te myfrtend^ 
**d wbM^mivers *#»** tatattmrOtbcu good 5 as 
Amtehtgm the prtfi* tf uher mm m$ iHtoteft with 
piffam in^m4^ aitberity^ i <w6om £ made te fero$ me 
*sfi mmqr>bamds* Nam £vm lift dtftitxfis of ally 
mOaft y&dbw* aqrfmxxr : . .fit y*a> tegether totib 
#ktni> Jrrtabama ^oo^.af vjbkb mm mil be Me 
ta rafcitt. &** jpt> hoot mad teiti always have 
ptover, hp.retjn *f the exaiknt ufe yeu make of 
your credit. Wherfm ht$ficztJs and P ft t Lo- 
^4^^ mrtwus youths and relstiws* return ma- 
£e$$ "their cm, tbro the cute of ail wit ho- 
neryau 3 n»bethtr private mem or magiftrates. Thug, 
as £ necefiary part of her hiftory, I have ia- 
ferted at lengthy a£t the Letters written to H v- 
pat 1 a by SvNEsia$ y except the ffth &&. v. 
Wfeflpef 1 hwc givra* the fabftance* and the 
jjd in tbor C«>Uo£k»m of Wa Letter^ Which is 
too ihovt .^q oonwiti any inftai&ion : at liiceWifc 
*he» 74^1* which* b^ingcoolong^ Ihave ab^dg'd Scd - VII] 
above* ••»»•' 
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T wou'd be as greqt a prodigy in na- 
ture as Hyfatia was her fclf, if 
a Lady of fueh beauty, modefty, wif- 
dom, and virtue, were pot by ma- 
ny eagerly fought in marriage : and, 
is dfcft, we find that (he was *&ually many'd 
to the Philofopher Isidorus, tho Suix>a.$ In 't**- 
fays ihe dy'd a maid * which is not fo irrecQncile- ™* 
ble a thing, as people may be apt to imagine on 
firit thoughts, but, as we fhall inow, very likely 
'" v * 4 to 
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to be true. This Isrnoiurs Tuccocdcd Marit 
nvs in the fchool, and his Life \q$ be^,Htrk> 
ten by D AMASrafu^ ^ne^ 
lars, who therfrae had v ali imagina^^ppwtai- 
nities to' know whatever regarded Hypatia 
In cod.^41. and Imdorus. His Liferwzs abridg'd by P h o- 
Tius, but we have it not fo perfeft as he left 
it : for befides the extreme cooiufioil alfrttfgpr- 
re&ncfs which appears thro the whofe, ^fche 
In Not. ai learned Vale sirs gave the world. e»pe<3$ti- 
^ CR ^oon$i that he wou'd one time or other |u4HSffli it 
ir. 7 ap twice larger than that we read, now m &&o- 
t i u s. However, in fuch as it ftill is, O amas- 
citrs bellows fuch Elogies on Isido*us, as 
put him almoft above humanity : yet, . no way 
concerning Hypatia, I pafs^ them over in fi- 
lence* I frankly confefs, that I more than fufpt& 
many of the things he reports ; as knowing that 
D am a s c jus was a great vifionary, and, lite 
Phixostratus withrefpedt to.AppLLowi- 
v s Tymeusy defign'd to oppofe I s i d q * v &i to 
thofe Chriftian Saints y wno were celebrated 
for their miraculous and (iipernatural attainments. 
But this ought not to affe& his credit in matters 
of an ordinary nature, and therfore I do not in 
the leaft hefitate to believe him, whec^ he pofi- 
Apud tively affirms that H y pa t i a was wife to I s i- 

Phot.uW poauS, 
fupra. 
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[UiD as Kkewife makes her the wife i© «t?r«tr 
; of the fame I s id onus," tho he be r/*. 
the very man who' tells us /he dy'dit 
Virgiii. That matter, cdnfidering the 
B grGar uncertainty in which we are left 
by* die mediated ' deftraftioij orcaftial ; decay of 
athetotic writers, I conceiye to ftand thus. D Ar 
;M A re i tx s fays that Isidorus had anothe^ £j^ T ^ 
wife, whole nanfe was D o m n a, by which he {^nu 
had a Son callM P* a en. vs. She dy'd the fifth 
day after her delivery, and, according to his Pa- 
negyrift, Jhe rid the Philosopher of an evil beaft 
and a bitter wedlock. Now fuppofing this to hap- 
pen feme time be%*e the tragical end of Hy- 
t^atia- and th&t the latter was bettbth'd to 
Isr&aRtJS, it might very well be laid thatfhe 
was his wife, and yet that ibe dy'd a maid. The Io ^ n tW: 
Author of an Epigram^ that was made upon hey, i og . lib. %[ 
Jcems to have been of the fame opinion. pag. \o%. 

the Virgin's flarry Sign whene'er I fa St " h# 

,, . jidoring^m thy words T think and thee : 
For ail thy virtuous works celefiial arey 

, zjfs are thy learned 'Words beyond compare^ 
r . Jdifemfe Hyp«A'TI>a, who doft farr akd near 

. . Vi*tu?$, and Learnings fpotlefs ftarr appear. 
* * * . •'*"<'.• 

The/alhifioo r I fay, to the Cancellation V i R d o, 
. and the epithet c^-Spotkfs^ wou'd induce me to 9 

bdievc that the writer reekotfd her a Virgin as a *J* 
. :srcll as Sum as: but I fhall conclude nothing 
i •' . . ' from 
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from fo „ fierier a conje£tuit, befides that her 

charafter is so way ctac$ra'dia^bi* patt&dts, 

tho as a hiftomn I wotf d (rimj: nothing tfcaniiP*- 

illu^ratc.qty fiibjsQ:. : For this tchTor it ts^ i 

Apod I cannot pa$ over uncenfur'd a refle&ioa of D a* 

pBOT.ubi MAS cius, who gntTOty fays, that Isidoblus 

upr * wasfarrzfitpmor to H y f a * 14 5 awf #*tfj * *j * 

jm<^:wmiibcto*t *&bik{a$ker t*:*G#mi- 

. , *«#*«. .: Good »d cgrcgiwi mfomog ! as if h*r 

skilLia Geometry or Aitrvnoaay, toS bete any 

hipdtsmec^ta her improvement m «vejry ^w^*' 

Khibfophyj whejrin Oxe'$ by ft* »my cwfcft to 

furpafs tfcote of her own* if not; <rf feme* tings : 

or as if wc in Eagland, fo* example <*& ««*» 

Kiag James ibperiopto Qpei>]&i,j*4WfT»j 

brcaufe t.hc €rft, tbrfeoth* was a man* artd the hft 

a wooraa* But I obferv'd btfon that Ek**iAs&m 

wc. xiad vifiooary, 








Lady of fuch ttocoiantati merit* and 
accomplifhmcnts juHyp a t t a, daily 
t&rtound©A wi%& a cisck ■ of young 
Gentltrocn»nw»y of ^mdtfinw^'d 
by their. fertauQ or qpafityV befides 
her frequently appearing m pttMie a&mbiies^and 
receiving vifits fa>m perfow •£ tft* ftrft iank, 
con'd not ppffibly foil being fomtanej mpor- 
tun'd with addrefles of gallantry. Such attemts 
the litwreft virtue aawmmiMi tb» te cm: deny 
incouragement, and toakeftccefs to far dsfpawU 
How/many trials of this kii*i Hjl t at t A may 
have overcome) w<uuk kjf?no raagpoe natter dam 
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to know, thro the filence of Hiftorians * who 
either thought it beloty tftehr gravity to record 
fiafc things, or that the Works of thofe who def- 
caKied^t^ptoti<^Utiixc teft. .QneinfiBQKehow* 
ever his efea^d the cotnmoli wrack of good books ; 
nor can I doubt but fem# others might be con* 
tain'd in the Life rf I si t> o a u $ 9 out of which 
timet * ttafafrtft bolfcrtv that S*i d a* pick'd 
what I am going to s*ta$. Be acquaints us thcr- 1 <t*** 
fore, that at* of her owtt SehoUawrmade warn n* 
knrcto her, whom ih* j ewfcavorM to cure of his 
tuffioa by the ptcem of PhHofopfcy i and that 
tome reported ihe.aflualty reclaktt'd hm by Mur 
fio* which he iudickatfty cftqriodtti Mufic fcavs 
lag tve* been deemed jathetan iooewve t» Lave* 
than aa antidote agatntit it. But hd {ays with 
muck greater ;j*oh^fcty, that the $a»c vcfa* 
mentty follickiag her (not t& be firt wkfcrat 
pleading the irrefiftihb? power of her beauty) at 
a time wbea {he happta'd to bo under aa &dt£ 
p^t^/oB&mrytcvhcr fex; fhetook a hand* 
fcercncf} «f which ihehad been making feme ufe 
on that occafion, and thaowingit m his face, {aid j 
This ii wbstpm hm* pmgf<#k **d *«* anything 
thafs beautiful. For the PLa'Bonic Phdofophers 
hdd goorinafiy wiftbta, viatuc* gad fiich other 
things, .asihyraafoff of dwsr inixinfic worth are 
definable) foe ;thcir onto foktt, to be ths tody 
ifcsilftfla^ 

andpedeffio*, the mft fuperjame that appear in 
Bvdics <acr faiit feint refiuBMaoccs< This is the 
right notions of E a* a t o hi c Love. Wheefore 
mVvalti a'* procedure might very well put a 
ftudbot of Philofophy at Alexandria to thebiufh* 
and: quite cane htm too (which S vi t> A3 attires UW fupra, 
us was.rfte eflfeft) but wotfd never idbutc a Beam 
m^St. Jamba's park^ near perhaps fome Batch©- 
lorsof Diyinity.at oiiriftadcraUmvcrfitiiar* 
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IT thtf ? time . that H* p at i a tbui 

reign'd the iwightjeft ornament of A- 

ifexandriai O r^stes was Governor 

o£ the fame place for the Emperor 

TpEo©osius, and Cyril Bi? 

fhop or Patriarch. "As Orestes was aperfon 

educated fiiteabU to his rank, he couM ' not {rat 

* rake notice of thofe perfe&ions in Hypatia, 

which all the world admir'd befides*. and, . as He 

was "a wife Governor, „ he wou'd not bejfo fenr 

Wanting to his charge, as not to ask her advice 

in matters difficult or dangerous, when' eyciy bor 

<ty clfe condilted her as an oracle. " This created 

or courfe an intimacy between them that "was 

highly difpleafing to Cyril, who jnortaliy 

hated Orestes. But becaufe this emulation 

prov'd fatal to Hypatia, I ftall take the fiibjeft 

^ R y Q. little higher. Tk oBfcrv'd by Socrates, 

Hift.l. 7.' NJcephorus, and others, that Cyril 

«p-. 7 {who was elevated to the fee by fedition and force 

Nl c * * H agaihft one T iMothy an Archdeacon of no ex? 

Z«l .'+. "^ordinary te^ 

r ral or civil matters, than his ptede cello rs took 

upon them to do, and that the example was 

s o"c r a t. 'g rc ?dity folio w*d *by his fucceflbrs^ who not keep* 

Hift. Jib.7. #>jg within the bounds of their frieftly ordination, 

^P- '3- took upon them an arbitrary kind of principality, 

and theabfolutc difpofal of affairs. Thefirft.a&of 

authority that Cyril exercis'd was to ihut up 

the Churches of the Novatians ? from which ffcep 

he preceded toieize upon their facred vefleb and 

* '.;..- Church- 



Church-ornaments, till at length he robb'd 
their Biftiop TiHko.pbmp xu s of all he had. 
Yet theft NbvatianY prpfeft the fame Do&rine to 
a tfttle that he did, ana- differM onely in fome points 
of Difcipline. But they muft be mere novices in i <t 
Ecclefiaftical Hijiory^ .wW tnow not that Difci- . 
//wwhasbeen ever reckon'd of gre ( ' 

than -faoftrimy} if one may 'judge 
tiotis that have, happea'd in Chun 
ration of their Schifms. The rt 
For if a man believes otherwife ti 
and yet prudentially conforms to.i " 

and Difcipline, or perhaps eagerl 
as chinking it the mod ^conducing to order, be his 
fpcculations what you will, ftilt he prefefves the 
Unity of the Church * or, in other words, he 
obeys his fpiritual Governors, and teaches other? 
by his example to do the ltktt?: whefasif his be- 
Jief he. ever, fo right, . or at leaft ever fo agreable 
to that prefcrib'a In the ibciety wherof ne^s * 
member > yet if he boggles' at any part of the 
publit ritual and Difcipline, he then promotes a 
Spiritual rebellion, . and rends the Vmty of the 
Church, that, is, he weakens the Government, of 
the Clergy. ' Thefc .were the maxims of thofe 
times, jand hence it fprang, that Schifm is counr,- 
ed'-fo ..damnable a fin in their writings, a fin. 
more .dreadful than any other, .'that it may the 
better ferve for afcare-crow. '. :' ,-.', 
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Mf $ maiit rwfart why C*** i^cotftl 
doc be&r the Govfepuor, a$ we ttortold 

^SOGiATtS) W** r thU ORESTES 

£*A* *fe PfittipaUtj vf ibt Bijkgpi 
as todt humifi *hy irv*sftrr l d l tvthm+ 
filves mticbrf thd jmoer Winging to tbvfe affmnbi 
Cwvernm ty xbt Empmri 4% in psmvular i fa* 
rtuft CTRiit otiu'J wds i* fryi*% mto iris mSdm, 
Thoir Enmity became fuffiocntly known tp cM 
public, by % foofcticMi mb s d againft Grxstes* 
^ccafioft'fl by <jne HiERAia pitiful fcfcoahs*: 
Iter, bat * profeft admirer of die Bifhop, "*j#$£ 
tndft diligent Attendant a 'his fetekms, ,ivbtrc lie 
wis fare to dip aad itpfcpj ^cording tp ?hfe rare 
cuftom of thoKl tirne^ The Jews fpying $h» in 
the Theitr^ white die Gwcmot was tfoew oft 
fame p«blte bufiaefc, cry'4 «ut, that he cflraepur- 
pofely thither to cftufe miMiitf ; and the uproar, 
^wheref the particulars may !be read m the juft 

?oted Socrates, terminated in this, that 
VRrt expeft'd ril the Jews out of the City, 
where they had liv'd in great opulence from the 
time of Alexander toe great ^ to the no (mail 
benefit of the place. Were I not accuftom'd to 
read monftrous lyes of this unfortunate nation, 
^efoecially that thread-bare fiftion of crucifying a 
Cnild (obje&ed to them here as well as a thoufand 
^ time* afterwards) I fliou'd think 'em very rightly 
ferv'd. But even in that cafe, who can juftify 
C y R i l's licenfing the multitude to/feizc on their 
goods ? And yet why do I ask fuch a quefUon ? 

whea 
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when this has ever been the true motive of tfc* 
barbarities to which they have been expps'd, 
tho *e*l |te itelMon lias been as ftHtmckffiy a* 
wickedly pretendS, O n e s t e s, as became 4t 
good Governor, being grievoujly concerned at what lfctf, 
2u/ happened (to fpeak in the words of the Hifto- 
rian) and fadly affli&ed> that fo great a city Jhottd 
be fofvddenif mtfd offucb a tpuItM^if $4nh*bi- 
tunt\ y govt the Empenrr an actourtt rf the <wh<>k : 
hatter . We ."might be Certain, yfrpre we- not 
Atprefly toW it, that Cvkit wgs- not behin<| Ifcd. 
Jiafiiotahis part. Yet fcpnfcious of his ^guilt, a* 
ev^iVfeader may collfc$, he wou'd fiun make up 
Mm tb r fi s t e s, and cbnjw'd him by the holy 
Gofptfs to be friendsj bcitjg conftrain'4 to this, 
as NictPHORUS obferves, by the people of Hift.Bb.14: 
Ateitandria^ who lov*d their vovenior. But this a P* | J' 4 
td£ kiiew him too well to troft him, ^ffcm whiclj 
their different became irreconciltable. You ma^ 
Aerfhre ^pe& to hear of vengeance from the 
Pricftj whom the* feme rT t c e * fc b r tj s repre^ W4 v«fev 
fehts proud, - feditibus, a boutefcu, a perfecutor : j^J i ^ tm 
white the Emperor triigfit thank hiriu5jlf for the. lDA$m 
di&riltfrs that defolated one of his principal ci-> 
ties j for where was it ever othprwHe, when the 
Clergy where permitted to ftiafe in the govern* 
merk of civil affairs? 
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|!Oty! the revenge which' Cyril, took 

g of O.rest/es^ being the prelude to 

g poor Hvpat|a*s tragedy, I cbufe to 

£ relate it, as I have done otherpaflages, 

* in the words of honefl: Socrates. 

Hifl.lib.7. Certain of* the Monks (Cxy$ he) living in the Nitrian 

.of. 14. mountains, leaving their Momfteries ta the number, 

• ..:. if about five hundred, flocked' to the city, and fpy'd 

the Governor going abroad in his chariot: wberupon 

approaching they caltd bint by the names of Sacri- 

ficer and Heathen, ufing many other fcandahus 

•words, S"he Governor therfore fuJpecJing, that this 

. was a trick plaid hint by Cyril, drfd out that he 

was 4 Chriftian, and that he was baptiz'd at Con- 

,L ftantinople by Bijhop Atticuj. But the Monks 

giving no heed to what he /aid, one ' of '.em, caWd 

Ammonius, threw a fione- at Orestes, which 

firuck. hint on the head; and being all covered with 

blood from his wound, his guards, a few excepted, 

fiedfome one way fame another, hiding themfelves in 

the croud left they Jbou'd be florid to death. In the 

mean while the people of Alexandria ran to defend 

their Governor againfl the Monks, and, putting all 

the reft to flight, they apprehended Ammonius, and 

brought him before Orestes; who, as the Laws 

■prefcriV d, publicly put him to the torture, and racked 

him till he expired. Not long after he gave an ac- 

T 'a eo do- count of all that was done to the Primes. Nor did 

si us and Cyril.' fail to give them a contrary information. 

He recetv a the body oj Ammonius, and, laying tt 

in one of the Churches, he changed his name, calling 

him 
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him Thaumasius, and order 9 d bim to h confided The Admi- 
as a Maityf i nay, he made bis Panegyric in the RABLI - 
Ci^j^Wta bis wrap* as one.4bat bad con- 
tended^ the: Yzuib. But the wifir fort of the 
Christians them/elves did not approve the zeal, 'Which 
Cyril Jhow'd on this man's behalf; being convinced ^ 
that Ammonius bad jufily faffed d for bis defperate 
attest, but was not forced to deny Christ in his 

1*^*$- $*¥? \f €C °"P t ^H ircs ?o . commen- 
tary. 1 inaU onelyjbbferve with a heathen ; Phi- EuM * p «n 
lofophcr, that at that time the 'Monks (the fitteft in ¥ittAl " 
executioa^s of Cyril'* cruelty) were men indeed DE,d ' 
as tAfbetr.forw, but /wine intheir lives; who open- 
ly cqnmitted ihoufands of execrable crimes, not fit to 
be nmfdi Whoever, fays he, got on a black habit, 
and wou'd make a grotefque figure in public, obtain'd 
a tyrannical authority : to fuch a reputation of vir- 
tue** did. that race of men arrive! This pi&ure, 
tho drawrt fy; an encmie's hand, is allow'd by all 
good judges to be done to the life 3 and we fliall 
prefently have reafon, more than fufficicnt, to be 
of the Jajiie opinion. , . 




XIX. 

VT Cyril's rage was not yet fa- 
. tiated. Tho Orestes had the 
good IuqIc co efcape being murder'd, ' 
Hyp ati a muft fall a faerifice to tha 
Prelate's pride and to the ghoft of Am- 
monias. .ThisJLady, as we mention'd above, was 
profoundly refpe&cd by Or est rs, who much 
frequented and confultcd her : for which reafon, 
fays Socrat*s* Jbt was not a little traduced among Hift Vlh : 

"t the cap.' 13. 
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Wherfore certain trot-brditfd nten, hti&d by bne 
f i f ie k * Lefihtrer, etikr'd into a confoiracy dgainfi 
her, and watching their spporiutiiy wen fire *wasre<- 
furMng home fnfm ftmk 'p1M 9 the} drag^d her out 
if her chair * hufrfd her t$ the church c&ffd € £* 
a A A's, and gripping her park baked* they kiftd 
her *vith tiles, fihk they tore her H pieces, MHtt0» 
ry filter limbs tb a place cafFd Gmarefy there the) 
burnt them to afhes. Nothing ihort of this treat* 
meht, not to be paralleTd among the inoft lavage 
mtioni *g»nft a woman (and agamft a ^omatt of 
fuch diftiuftion fcarce credible, did not two of more 
of her contemporaries atteft it) nothing, I fay, but 
the Mood of HVPAftA, flicdin the moft inhu- 
man manner, cou'dgfatthe fury of CyAii/i 
Clergy : for thefc wtifc the monftfers, that ptttti^g 
6ff all humanity, committed this barbarous mur- 
der. Socrates tistrufe diftitt&ly names but 
6tte Clergyman, Pkna theLefturdr: but Ni- 
HHl.Kb. cephorus exprefly tells us, that the zealots, 
14. ctp.i6. i cc j on by t his ^ e t e r, were Cyril's Clergy f 

wha hated her for thfe credit ihe had with T>- 
restesj that they , were thefc, who imputed to 
her the mifunderftanding between the Governor 
and their Bifhop $ and finally, that they butcher'd 
1 her in the time of folemn lifting : which, added 
to their (an&ifying of their villany fry perpetra- 
ting it in a Church, fhofrs the glorious ftate of 
Religion in thofe pure •' and primitive times } as 
fome, no lefs hypocritically than falfely , are pleas'd 
to ftile them- The citizens of Alexandria, on 
Whom certain perfons Wou'd ftftn lay this a£k of 
popular heat* ai they fpeak by way of extenua- ' 
ifion, were too great admirers of HypAtiA's vir* 
tiie,and too much in the intereft of O it e s t e s f 
to have any hand in fo foiii a tmfiifefsj Trtwever 

, prone 
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prone to tumults. All the circuraftancc s aceom- ' 
panying the &&> clearly prove this: not to repeat 
the aflault fo lately made by the Nitrian Monks- 
on the Governor, whom the People refcu'd j tha! 
I will not anfwer for all the mob* specially when 
the Clergy iao5d them on* 
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E it fo that the Clergy o£ Akbcarichi^ 
were the murderers (feme may fay) and 
that their afie&ien for Cy.ril tran£ 
ported them beyond what can be'ju* 
ftify'd: how does it appear that he 
himfelf had any hand in this black deed, whicji 
n he neither knew nor couM prevent P For 
:eofour common humanity (fince true Chri* 
ftianky js not at all canfccrn'd) t wlfh it wefce fo f 
but there is fuch evidence as will not let any man, 
if not wilfully {hutting his eyes againjl tpithj to 
believe it. Dama^cius, who is the other? *** ix 
contempomry witpefs of heWdcrl meant be- I "** Ml 
fides 8ocratej,. positively affirms that G yrii- 
ftotirW HyjatIa's deftruttiotty yubont h$ bitterly 
envy d% *nd jSuro as, who writes the fexpe thing^ * n 't*** 
lays, that this envy was caused by her fxtraorw? 7t ** 
nary wifdom and skill in jffi^onomy: as Hesy? 
• hius, when he mentions her linjbs being car- 
ry'd all over the city in triumph, writes that this fa 'r*** 
befell her on the [core of her extraordinary wifdom, r» * 
and efpeciatty her skill in Agronomy. For Cyril 
xyas q, mighjy pretender to Letters, and one of thofe 
Clergymen who will neither acknowledge nor 
bear the fuperiority of any Laymen in this refpe&, 

K * be 
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t>e it ever fo incontcftable to others. But feme 
circumftanccs of Hypatia's death, not men- 
ttbn'd in Socrates, arc preferv'd it* the A* 
bridgment of Isidorus's X//i? in Photitjs, 
fuch as Valesius had it 5 and which I here 
InAnnot. give you, reader, tho it fhou'd coft you the tri- 
ad Soc rat. bute of one tear more to her memory. Upon a 
lib. 7. cap. f %m ^ fays Damascius, Cykil, po0tfg by the 
fcl '' houfeof H y p a t 1 a, faw a great multitude he fore 

the door both of men on foot and en herfeback; 
wberof fome were coming, feme going, and others 
ft a? a. When he infuir'd what that croud was, and 
what occafiortd fo great a concourfe ? he was an* 
feefd by fucb as accompany" d him, that this was 
H Y f a t i a the Vhilojopbefs boufe, and that thefe 
came to pay their refpehs to her. Which twfe»--Cy- 
&il under flood, he was mov'd with fo great envy, 
that he immediately vow*d her deftruEtion^ which be 
accjomplijb'd in the moft deteftable manner, For when 
Hyp a^ 1 a, as was her cujfom, went abroad, fe- 
wer al men, neither fearing divine vengeance nor hu- 
man punijhment, fuddenly ruflfd upon her and kilTd 
her : thus laying their country both under the higbeft 
infamy, and under the guilt of innocent blood. And 
Vide Sin©, indeed the Emperor was grievoujly offended at this 
-rL T **" matter, and the murderers bad been certainly pu- 
niflfd, but that Edesius did corrupt the Em- 
per or *s friends : fo that his Majefiy its true remitted 
the punijhment, but drew vengeance on bimfelf and 
his pofterity, bis nephew paying dear for this aft ion. 
This nephew Valesius believes to have been 
Valentinian whofe mother Placid i a 
. was aunt to The odo si us. 
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HITS ended the life of Hypatia, 
whofe memory will ever laft, arid v 
whofe murder happen'd in the fourth 
year of C yr i jl *$ Epifcopatc,Ho**o- 
7 1 k 1 v s being the tent$ time and The- 
odosius the fixth time ponfuls, in the month 
of March, in the time of Lent, and in the year 41 f . 
That alt ion, %s Socrates, brought no J mall infa* S o c * a t. 
my not onely upon C y r i l, but aljo upon the whole Hift - 1*»7« 
Church if 'Alexandria tforjlaugbtersyandfigbtings^ni ^ '*' 
fuch like things art quite fpren to the Chriftian In- 
ftitution. There's nothing furer, there's nothing 
truer 5 but of genuin Chriftxanity there re- 
main'd very little at that time, imlefs Chriftianity 
be made to confift in the bare name and profei- 
lion : for, were 1 difpqs*4 to take this troble up- 
on me, I fhou'd think it no difficult task to {bow, 
that neither the do&rincs nor dilHn&iofls then in 
vogue were ever taught by C h r 1 s t or his A- 
postle s j and that the ceremonies injoin'd or 
praftis'd were all utterly unknowq to them. No* 
no, yhey wereitQ Chriftians that itflPd Hyfa? 
t 1 a : nor are any Chriftian Clergymen now. to 
be attack^ thro the fides of her murderers^ \\It 
thpfc that referable them > by fubftituting preca- 
rious Traditions, Scholaftic fi£fcions, and an iir ., ■„ ■ 
forp'd Dominion, to the falutiferous Inftitution of ■ 
the holy Jesus. Photius is vcryangry witfy 
Philostorgius, whom he ftigmatizes as an Lib 8. cap. 
Impious wait}, for faying that the Homooufians^ or ^JJ *' 
the AxH AN Asian Trinitarians, tire her to 
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' pieces : but is he not an Impudent man, or fomthing 
worfe that dares to deny this ? when none were more 
remarkable {ticklers for the Homooufion, than €hr- 
jt*L and his adherents. l"his only the truth of 
hiftory requires to be (pecially noted; for with me 
the ffomoioufion and tk^ ffomooufion are of no ac- 
count, in comparifoii dT the B$ble 9 where ©either 
of tljem arc to be found. In the mean time twill 
In Differ- hot be amils to tiear Got'hqpXbd oft this <*> 
tit.a^PH^^'fio^ Obfervf Sere, (ays he, 7& Aeuk^/ak 
L»t^oR<ff ^ *jy ^ iLosto r-6 t u $ againfi Me Homooufiam 
«]► 9. or Catholics; as if the murder oftlYVATik&efit 
• *fe* £ra«ie 0/ the Catholics, and net of the indifcreU 
T?opuface. ithus much Txwever may &e gather d from 
. this paj/tyei that ibis fame Hypatia urn no G*- 
th?Uc /% Admirable Qothof^ed! Not to i^V 
*ny thing to your ArIan poyfon, fbr whicIjL I 
am nttt a^rh^t doncern'd* neither of thef*fcople*s 
guilt, whom Ihave fafiiciently cleat'd before. j nor 
yet of the nice diftinftion between the -Populace 
and theCSatholics, as if the bulkpf dw'CathoIicS) 
tyere hot the Populate: ybuc <:onchifion that 
j3 yp X t 1 a was not a Catholic is unfpeakably a- 
ctite^when in reality ihe was not as much as a 
Chriman* fcer lather having been a heathen TPhi- 
lofopher, and her felf the wife of one, without 
the leaft appearance that flte was ever any other 
with 'regard to Tier own peffuafion. As tor :+ ri- 
diculous Letter^ pretended to T>e written by her 
lip Cyril aboijt the Pafchal Cycle, tjs a minir 
sefk forgery; fottiiewas murtherd the fixtk year 
"of T h e o Vb $ivsj and therfore one and twenty 
yeatrbefore the exile of Nestorius, who yet 
is mention^ in that Letter undfr the epithet eif 
Impious* * ., 
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FJB now that iGy rjl's name puts me 
prncc jncHC tin Jiiipd <rf ^him, ho)y in- 
^MS^abic a buckiquing of God and 
Map is it ..w *vere fo augntious, 
ufo turbulent, io ,perfidiqus, and fo 
«fiMl a ipag, as a &«»*? fines hiftory fliows 
shot this was his juft chata&er; jfiut in good «r- 
oeft (lus iiuae title of &»/«; Aas .not fcldom 
been jpoft wretchedly confo^dri^ 
part.of the Saints after C oat* taktj ?? jbU reigc, 
and efpccially fince Canonization came Jaiafliiofl, 
are macje up of three forts of perfons, the lead of 
all others meriting veneration. Firft, men have been 
dubb'd Saints, for promoting the grandeur of the 
Church by all their jncfevoi?, gfpecially, by their 
writings | which) inftsad <tf itoploying for the 
happinefs or inftru&ion of their fellow citizens, 
they proftituted to magnify fpiritual authority, 
to the debafing and inflaving of their fpirits. The 
fecond fort that have been honor'd with Saint- 
ihip, were Princes and other powerful or rich men, 
however vicious 1 or tyrannical, who gave large 
pofleflions and legacies to the Church* or that 
with incapacity, faggot, gibbet, fword, and pro- 
fcription, cfaaitis'd the temerity of fuch as dar'd 
to queftion -her decrees. The third fort, were 
poor groveling vifionaties, boafting of their deli- 
rious enthufiaims and extafies > or impofing on 
the ignorant by formal* mortifications, falfely re- 
puted devotion, and were recompensed with this 
imaginary reward, by thofe that defpis'd their au- 
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fterity, at the lame time that they mainly thriv'd 
by the credit of it. Tis no wonder then, that 
when the epithet &y*/, which peculiarly belong'd 
to-Piety and Innocence, was thus pompoufly bc- 
ftow'd on Vice and Impiety, there fhou'd pre- 
vail that deluge of ignorance, Superftition, and 
Tyranny, which overwhelm'd almoft the whole 
Chriftian world. All the Perfecutions *that in- 
to' d, were fo many forcible means, implqy'd to 
fupprefs any efforts that might be imM for the re- 
storing of Virtue and Learning. By that Anti- 
chriflaan fpirit fell Htpatia, to whom the 
Clergy of her time cou'd never forgive, that fhe 
was beautiful yet chaftej farr more learned than 
themfelvcs, not to be indur'd in the Laity ; and 
in greater credit with the civil Magiftrate, whom 
the Clergy of that time wou'd needs drive or lead 
as their Pack-afle r 
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ADDREST 



To the right reverend ?### Lord 
PISHOP pf 10JVD0N, 



AGAINST 



His Lordflrip's Chaplain Dr. Mange y, his 
Dedicator Mr. Paterson, and (who 
ought to have been nam'd firft) the re. 
verend Dr. Bret, once belonging to his 
Lordihip's Church. ' 
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An^ fiquis afro dente me pettier it, 

Inultus ut flebo pu&J < Horat. Epod. 6. 
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jON-E can jaftly wonder 
" (my Lord) at the addne& I 
now- take the liberty or 
making to yon, when-they 
confidarrj that -of all the 
j -argunaante , u*'d on the 
behalf «f Diocefan Eprf- 
copacy, thcfe two are not 
Che kaft important : firft, 
the ncccfflty of a Pfcficlcnt to admit the-Presby- 
wrs regularly into the o»ioift«rW function, who is 
■confetjucntly $o-be a judge of their capacities and 
abilities; fccondly, the necfifligyof an-In{pe£tarra- 
*o the behavior and eonduci of thofc Presbyters, 
who -are -shcF-forc te lie {ubfS6fc to his Govem- 
-sneot. For -diefc mafons no EWHe(p can take it ill, 
if the inifoortduct or incapacity ©f any of hisChtr- 
■gy be -dutifully kid before tiifn > efpecially by one, 
that -has been gricvoufly in jar'd by them in both 
. iheffir-efpecls: andyWbatever taey may fancy (Came, 
of-whom-are-but too apt not to fancy the bed: of 
their fyperiors) -I ibou'd look upon ray felf as a 
difparager of Ivp ifcopacy, if I did not take it for 
granted, that every Biftiop cott'd not onely ef- 
fectually icgiriatc the manners of his Clergy, ■ 
which -is -no greater talent than Lay- tmgiftrar.es 
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jean cxercifc; but that they likewife every one ojF 
them understood all the learned Languages to per- 
£eStion } particularly thofe in whom the Scriptures 
have been originally written, and that they: vret c 
abfolutely apprized both of the Several fyftems df 
Divinity and of all Church-hiftory from -the Apor 
poftle's time to this day. He, who thinks the 
/contrary, is not of opinion that one pcrfon is * 
fitter xo rvle and e;xaminc ? than a feled number^ 
be they everVo prudent, fo pious, or fo able: 
befides that fuch a man ought to be flirewdh 
fofpefted of refle&Ing on your Lordfhip, whof 
frequent and numerous Ordinations we learn b 

' the public papers. Nor do I in the le^ft doubt, 
for my part, bat you take as much care that the 
young Preachers be duely qualifyM by fecular at- 
tainments and fpiritual gifts, as by canonical titles 
and the fpecial vocation of the holy Ghoft. But 
left I might be thought to befpeak* your favor, 
who dehre nothing bu* a clear ftage and fair play, 
I humbly acquaint yourLordfhip^ that fome tiipc 
ago I wrote a Book intitul'd N'A Z A RE N U S, 
which the care of your Diocefe, and the exami- 
nation of fo many candidates for the gown, may 
not have given you time to read* tho abundance 
of thofe who have read it no more than your felf, 
were the forwarded to blame and condemn it. 
Neverthdefs, how giddy and prepoffefs'd fbever 

• fome of the Laity may be, none 6f 'them provM 
guilty of this grofs injufticei till a filthy noife 
was made by one or two of your Lordiliip's Cler- 
gy, as little matters of the fufojeft as of their tem- 
pers ; and then fome of the moft ignorant and fe- 
quacious Laity fell in with the cry, whom I fhall 
wholly forget arid heartily forgive, as hot know- 
ing what they did.- But to my no fmall comfort 
on the other hand, fevcral perfons, diftinguiih*d 
by their chara&er no lefs than their number, found 

m 
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no harm in my book, nay many found what they 
much approved in it $ and have readily adopted • 
the plan of Religion therein laid down, or jthe 
ijfential diftinttien of Gentil dnijewjh. Chriftians* 
I have letters of thanks from feveral learned men 
on this fubje£t) which I preferr to the applaufe of 
all Superficial pretenders* as they make iufficient 
amends for their clamor und fenfclefc calumnies. 
Theoccafion of my book was the difcovery I made 
of an apocryphal Gofpel father'd upon the Anoftle 
Barnabas, and interpolated if not quite forg'd 
by the Mahometans. ■ I cou'd not imagine that the 
communicating of this . difcovery to the world' 
lhou'xi be any crime, after the voluminous tfifcuf- 
fion,of fuch apocryphal pieces by Cook, Rivet, 
Daille, Simon, ittioitjs, Grabe, Mills, Fa- 
bricius, and fuch others 5 among whom the ex- ; 
cellent Pfaffius, Profeflbr at Tubinge, is 
pleased to reckon my ' felf, on account of the no- 
table Catalogue he fays I gave in Amyntor. And 
that fame no lefs celebrated than able and indu- 
bious Fabricius, whom I have juft nam'd, has : 
very Jately*in the third volume of nis * Apocryphal 
Code of the New Teftamentj inferted the whole hi- 
ftorical part of NAZARENUS, without alter- 
tering or omitting one word. But fojne of your 
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* Quod vtx$ eosattioet, qui vcl planS fuppofititiuta ccnfcatcflc 
Novum Teftamentum, aut lakcm maximam illius partem, quod 
vcteres Haeretici tnagno numcro arbitrati funt, nova Erangdia, • 
A&a, Literas, Apocalypfes, alioftjuclibellos orbi Chriftiano obtrudes* 
tcs, quorum (prarter lurnmos viros Jo. Alb.Fabricium inCodicc 
apecrypho iJoyi Teftaoieati, Jo. Ernest. Grabium in Spicileglo 
Patrum, atenquc Jo. Millivm in Prolegoinen. • ad Novum Teft. ' 
fart, ada* & quos primura nominare debejbam, Jo* Pallamvm, 
Ric. Simokiom, Tho. Ittioium, aliofque) infignem deditCatalo~ ' 
gum Jo. Tolandus in Amyntore, part. 1. pag.ao — 38, In Dtf- / 

fkrt. Oh. dt gamin* librmm NcviTtftftnwfti lettim riiimnftigmd*. 
fgf. 1. $. 2. 

* Rroa pge #j, to page 394. ■ 
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Lordfoip's Clergy, without your privity or appro*! 
bfrrion to be furc^ have with ccjual virulcncq and un* 
faifnefs atttcfc'd ate on this, w^ Cborc Their 
procedure wta »e in mind of lamenting witl* 
your Lordraip-.aiid aU good men, for that pear- 
verfe difpofition in fame of our Protoftant Clergy^ 
which ought to bo folely left to thoPopiihQfiffgy* 
whofe Pra&ice as well aa Intercft it is to keep the 
people in ignorance. The thing I mean k tho ' 
ftrangc uncafinefe they fhow, and too (nanifeft to 
bo deny'd, that any « the Laity fhoijhi over write 
on points* of Divinity or Ecclefiaftical hiftory : 
wberai by the original right of Nature, and th« 
main principle of the Reformation, tis (he privilege 
of every man, whether by word or by writing* id 
inform others, or to fcek information from them $ 
and this in all places, the Pulpits and other public 
Chairs onely excepted, which so man may law- 
fully fill, but they to whom the fupreme power 
has affign'd them. To confine writing on thefub» 
jefts mentioned to any one fct of men, wou'd be 
the certain way in a ihort time to have neither true 
do&rinc nor true hiftory % as is the cafe in fg&, where 
and whenever this praftice has been fottiftily author 
ria'd or even indulged. Ignorance becoming thus tri« 
1 umphant begets CreduOty 9 as Credulity unavoid* 
ably occafions I^esj and Lyes haye 'recourfe -to. 
Force for their fu£pgrt a^nft Rqafon, which l^t 
free wou'd fcon cxpofe them to coutemr, and. 
then quite explode them. This is the natural pro** 
grefi to that fpiritual Tyranny, which as Freemen ? 
and Britons, under the bed of Jfcingp, with * ffr 
mily educated to proteft Liberty civil and reli- 
gious, I have no apprehenfion (thanks be to hea- 
ven) fhou'd happen in our days^ nor of a loijg; 
wjiik afterward^ maugre all xqaphmations to the 
Contrary. Wherf ore I fhall take up none .of yp\^' 
Lprdifcip's time, with fuggefting nrtans t* obviate 

fuch 

I 




fifth * tyranny. . Bctt I Wi& that.ttrow* afr* 
bitted dfroo£tion, which has taken tip th* rbofl* 
oF it in the molt graveling fpirks* m*y be fta~ 
fbnaWy dtedt'd; for as there is no (belt ddpica~ 
ble cbmpofitiqn in the world* as ignorance aid* 
malice join'd together : fo there is no readier 
Wat tt> make themfericfrCfetey both difrc*f>e6ted 
ana difregarded* than this odious manner of wri- 
ting } which 1 make no queftion therfere, but 
yotrll exercifcyour utmoft authority either to pre- 
vent or to tofrcBt in thofe that are guilty* 
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II. To come now to the particular Perfom __ 
whom I have reafon to complain, if their rage 
and fcttrrility be liot a v feongjpteftttntion^that I 
am in the right, tis however a certain fi«n that 
tliey are fo tart: in the wrong : as I fhau make 
them appear to be much farther fo, by demon-; 
ftrating that they hate had no regard to truth or 
honor$ going dire€Hy contrary to plain matters 
of &&, and attributing; defigns so me that never 
dune into my head. As tis obferv'd of leud wo- 
men, that what\ uppermoft in their thoughts 
comes foonefFTnto tneir "mouths^ calling' every o- 
tKef woinan wbofe that~ gives *em the leaft pro- 
vocation : fo it may reafonaWy be thought to fare 
with certain men, that charge everyone who dif- 
fers from them with Infidelity, to which their 
condu£t no doubt is fometemtauonin weak minds* 
and if the mifreprefentation of my adversaries will 
not warrant me to Abandon all Ghriftiamty, yet it 
will neceflkrily give me a very indifferent ntaton 
of theits. So tarr have they been from dealing 
with me tike good Chriftiaris, that they have not 
afted like honeft Heathens -, who wouVi never 
(for example) m^ke the obje&ions of others pafe 
for my own, and this even after I had folv'd *em. 
1 muft (forfooth) be an unbeliever for groundings 

xny 



y 



»44 UAItGONBVTR.S. 

i v my Religion on the Scripture, , which I male the 
fole rale of faith, by which fathefc, Councils, all 
Chriftian writings and determinations ought to be 
try'd. But I hope to convince your Lordfhip be- 
fore I have done, that I efpoufe, as I profcfi, the 
Religion truly taught by Jesus and the Apoftlcs, 
ftript of all fabulous or fupcrftitious dif^uiies, free 
from all human additions, mixtures, and inventions. 
] That I did not write my book in Latin is the peculiar 
I objection of certain mungrel Divines who ftudy 
Macchiavel more than the Bible, and who have 
an admirable projeft of telling onely half truths. 
Which makes 'em confidcr'dTbut as half-politici- 
ans, by thofe who are for. telling no truth at all. 
Now, waving all generalities, .f begin with Mr, 
Mangby, one of your domeftic Chaplains, 
who's reported, to have received his degree of 
Do&or, as a reward for clapping a mafquerading 
kabit on NAZARENUS : nor ihall I wonder if 
this report proves to be true, having been usM to be- 
ftow ecclefiafticd preferments 3 for I made a Bi- 
fhop before now in another kingdom, that de- 
ferv'd the mitre full as richly as your Chaplain the 
hood. I fincerely believe Dr. Mange y, when 

p agc , he fays in his Preface, that he undertook bis anfwtt 
not onely without the incouragement and importunity 
of friends, but without the privity of fotHe, and a* 
gain fl the judgement of others. . Whatever were the 
rcafons of thofe gentlemen (for difcreet friends 
will not always give their true reafons, but the 
likelieft to perfuade) tis certain they knew the 
Do&or better .than he did himfelf. His apology 
for not hearkening to them will never hold wa- 

Ibid. tcr : ^ or ^ m y t°°& be weak and contemtible, and 
Ibid, page neither my religion nor learning worth notice, how 
»• came ■, he to take notice of cither of them ? what 

IM. p. j. makes Jbim~wifh that I may retrieve, if poffible, the 
great mifchief I have done to Chriflianity ? or is 

this 
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this a futeable idea of Chriftianity, that a man 
who writes weakly aqd contemtibly, and no way 
deferving notice, fhou'd be able to ao it irretrieva- 
ble faifchief ? I am a ftranger to the difcipline us'd 
about Chaplains, but I beg your Lordfhip wou'd 
be mild in corre&ing him, tho the blunder be fo 
egregious, to give it no harfher name $ as, that 
the beft religion, fupported by the greateft learn- 
ing, fhou'drun imminent danger from a weak and 
illiterate creature. I will not fay that the Doftor 
is one of thofe, who wou'd rather pafs for knaves 
than fools: yet fince he, who's fo iharpfighted 
in difcerning the weaknefs of others, cannot be 
fuppos'd weak himfelf, what at firft fight looks 
like a blunder, muft rather be counted an artifice* 
and is very plainly the fifth of the twelve, laid to 
the charge of thofe that ufe them, in the Preface 
to NAZARENUS. It is, that almoft in the fame p. 18, ij, 1 
breath they make the fame man equally ftupid and *°* 1 
cunning ; telling you in this page, that bis whole per- 
formance is fo infuperably dull and incoherent^ as 
fcarce to Jeferve animadverfion : which in the next 
page they contradict themfelves^ not onely in the oil 
andfweat they expend to confute bhm\ hut inlaying 
his plot fo deep for him, and reporting his skill fo 
formidable j as to call for abler bands, nay fometimes 
for the magifirate, to take him to task. Your Lord- 
fhip fees I was a prophet. 

Omnia praecepiy atqueanimo mecum ante peregi. 

Virg. Aen.6. v. ioj* 

And fince your Chaplain foyshe cannot tell bow many Prcf p. 4; 
of tbefe foul arts will be laid to bis charge $ I an- 
fwer, every one of 'em, tho none fo univerfally 
as being foul-mouth* d, which is the tenth. . Thus 
I expreft it. Jf the difpute be about matters offa8, uM fcpri 
and that a man produces authorities no lefs apt than 

L numerous 1 
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nUfntroUS) this they caU a Jbow of redding; vr for- 
row'd -Learning [ as he his done more than once or 
twice ] endeavoring to depreciate what they cannbt 
difprove, and fimftifying their illiberal fcurriKty 
with the name o/ZEAi: for of ail men they an 
the moft bitter and fotilmtmtb'd againft anadurfary^ 
which the Pofijb Jefhits commend as meritorious, 
and which the Prtfeftant Jefkits pra&ife as if it 
were fo s meaning by thefe lafcfveb as aSt Uke the 
firft. In a word, he cou'd not focccdc better, if 
he had purpofely intended his book for a Com- 
mentary on thofe ix artifices, txs 5 d by cbmipt 
Clergymen $ and therfore I earneftly recommend 
the reading of the one to all who have fcad the 
other. Confcious of his unjuftifiable protecting, 
. and perhaps dreading your Lordihip's tfifpieafure, 
Prcf. he promises that if his ZEAL hath betray % i him 
W f* to fay any bitter things unworthy of a CbrlJHaH or a 
Clergyman [I thought till now that all Clergy- 
man looked upon themfelvcs to be Chriftiaris) be 
fhaUvery readily retraft it A am not the man that will 
defifc it, I aflure him 5 as firmly believing he wou'd 
maintain he was not bitter enough, and that the 
fharpeft ftile is moft worthy the chara&er of * 
Clergyman. I know the authorities produe'd for 
feft&ify'd inve&ives by fuch as the. Do&or, and I 
willihgty confent they ftiou'd cite J t r o m againft 
Vigilantiusj with fome other Bathers, in 
comparifon of whom.fifhwomen are referv'd;but 
I can by" no means approve their abufing the 
Stales of the Apoftles, who either excufe the ex- 
cefles into which they unwarily fellj or had that 
difcerning of fpirits and extraordinary commiflion, 
to which no man now dares pretend. 

III. I'SHOITD onely mifpend your Lordfhip's 

time and my own, by infilling any longer on 

Dr. M a n G £ Y *s chara&er of me, or his lan- 
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guage towards me, which I have folcly mentioned 
'tor example-fake* being perfuaded that his opini- 
on neither has* nor ever will weigh a grain with 
any man, whofc judgement I valve. How mean foe* 
ver my parts or attainments may be, I have learnt 
this goodlefibn from an antient fage $ that ' I ought . 
t* ejbem that to be great learnings which enables me to 
bear with the unpoiitenefs of the ignorant. But as th$ ' 
Do&orfcasno light to explain my gi6aning,whoid 
of all men I wou'd not chufe for it, who's fo ua- 
happy in explaining his own, witaefs his Pfyf 
notions of the Trinity : fo much kk ought he or 
any man be fuffer'd to falfify public writings, any 
more than to counterfeit the public coins and by 
a notorious iaUhood to reprcfent a man doing that* 
Which is not only Contrary to his intention, but 
lifcewife to the Laws. The very title of his 
hook againft me is an irapofture. Remarks upon 
NAZAREN US, wborin the falfity of Mr. 
To land's Mahometan GOSPEL, and bis 
mjreprefentationtf Mahometan Jenfiments in reJpeSt 
of Chrifiianity 9 are fet forth 5 Ccc. Xhe falfity of 
Mr. Toland's Mahometan Go/pel, quotha? 
Who wou'd not imagine after this, if a ftranger 
to N AZ AJtENUS, butthatlhad aflerted the 
truth of that Gofpoft which I have been fo fair 
from doing, that I mift no opportunity of de- 
tecting the forgery. At firft he was very loath, 
it feem% to believe fuch a thing of me. TboMr. Page jl 
To land's mum* fays he, was wrote in red let- 
ters in fronts I could not even tbenfujpeft him to be 
either fo weak or wicked^ as to affert in earneft this 
Mahometan GofpeL And have I been fo weak or 



r»y air&if lunar. Demophil.Seatent. Pychager. 
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fo' wicked, as either in jcflt or iii earneft to do it t 
If he's hot able to bring aay pafTage to this pur- 
pdfe, or looking in the leaft that way, I need 
Hot inform your Lordfliip what to call him, nor 
how to treat hitri. Again, Itbe author of N AZA- 
Pafce 10. RENUS has offefd Jo weak proofs for his Gofpel 
of Barnabas, that one wou'd fufpeS^ that he 
fneant not fo much to prove this true, as to make it 

S'obable tip at all the reft wire falfe or uncertain. 
ut ftill I ask where I have offer'd any proof for 
/ , the truth of it ? and whether his imputeing fuch 
a thing to me againft all evidence, be a good 
proof that he has more refpe& for the four Gof 
pels, than I have for that of Barnabas ? A 
true or canonical Gofpel I have not dreamt ofmak* 
ing it, nor fo much as even the work of Bar- 
nabas, whom I no where affirm to have writ* 
Nmrenus, ten a Gofpel $ but that among the numerous G OS- 
page 6. p £ L S handed about in the primitive Churchy and 
pronounced apocryphal by the majority if Chriftians, 
there was one attributed to Barnabas. You 
fee I difcours'd of apocryphal books, which are 
many of 'em fpecify'd in the margin of that paf- 
fage ; where I do not fay that a Gofpel was writ' 
ten by Barnabas, but that one was anciently 
attributed to him, than which there is nothing 
more undeniable. Speaking afterwards of the 
difcovcity of a Gofpel fo call'd, I do not fay, we 
have at length found out the Gofpel of Barnabas, 
ibid, page but the Gofpel fathet'd of old upon Barnabas, and 
2i. that not in its original purity. What can there be 

•more decifive, or what cou'd be lefs ambiguoufly 
exprcft? As I have carefully read till the publifh'd 
apocryphal pieces, going under the names of the 
Tipoftles, or of their companions and immediate 
fucceflbrs, I have with feveral others, who were 
at the fame pains, form'd fuch an idea of them * 

as 
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as to guefs pritty near by the * flilc and contents 
at the time of writing them, over and above 
the prefumtive evidence arifing from the firft 
time we figd them mentioned. After the moil 
leifurely perufal of the book in queftion, I con- 
clude it -was originally a Chriftian forgery, like 
the Go/pels of James, of the Infancy of J e s u s* 
and ^/Nicodemus, which you know are ftill 
extant intire: but, as I remark'd in NAZA- 
R E N U S, that Mahomet and the Mahome? Page u 
t^n writers make much ufe of fuch apocryphal &c - 
pieces > (o this has been remarkably interpola- 
ted by fome Mahometan, which is a pious fraud 
that l wifh were confined to thofe onely of that 
fe&. After this mature examination I cou'd 
fafely fay, that this Gofpel might in the main be the Page 61. 
antient Gofpel of Barnabas: tbo the Maho- 
metan Interpolations were too palpable not to be eaftly 
diftinguijh j d. I fpoke to the fame purpofe before, 
and thence concluded, that the Gofpel of Bar* Page 9* 
nabas was not yet extinSf, as all Chriftian wri- 
ters had hitherto imagined. But what Gofpel of 
Barnabas? not one written by himfelf, fince 
we have no evidence that he left any fuch monu- 
ment: but the Gofpel that was antiently attributed 
to him, fathered upon him, and forg'd under his 
name, which are the expreffions I lb often ufe > 
fuppofing withall, that Barnabas 's differing 
from Paul, and quitting his company, did pro- 
bably give a handle to I MP G S T O R S vf fram- page 34. 
ing Gofpel in bis name. As I cou'd not be more 
exprefs, My Lord, fo the following remark ap- 
pears not to have been made at random. Here Page 17 
you have not onely a new Gofpel, but alfo a true 
one, if you believe the Mahometans. But how bd- 
neft fbever they may be reprefented 9 this is a topic 
ivbere none are to be credited without the utmoft cau- 
tion $ Jince 9 tbo every GOSPEL forbids lying* 

L J yet 
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yet never are mare lyes told than about the Gofpel, 
There needs not a greater proof of it, than the num- 
bcflefs lies that have been fpread about this fame 
Gofpel of Barnabas, which forbids lying no lefs 
than the beft. After all thefe paflages, Doftor 
M a n g b y, if he had not thought wilful mifre- 
prefentation an evangelical duty, might {pare the 
jpains he has taken, in the 17th and following 
pages of his bo*ok,to prove againft me that thisGoJpel 
is not genuin 5 and to {how me,who never thought 
of it, which way I fliouM go about to prove it 
to be fo. For negle£Hng this, an errant bungler 
and a heretic in Criticifm afe names too gentle for 
pie , to make amends for which, he afterwards 

fige gj. found oat that of aforry unbelieving Critic. Ano- 
ther crime for which he has arraign'd me, is 
affirming that the antients mentioned this Go/pel 
of B a hnabas: which they cou'd not do, lays 

P^ J 3- the Do&or, becaufe Gel a si us, the firfi who 
mentions it^ liv*d near five hundred Tears after 
Christ. And did I averr that any mention'd 
it before him ? or did I even make him the firft 
xnentioner ? having obferv'd, that the Decrie bear- 

£ap 7. ing his name^ was attributed by fome to Damasus 
before him, as by others to Ho r mis das after 
him : notwithftanding which obfervation after fe- 
deral others, he has the candor to charge me with 

figc 13. JW' ignorance or fly artifice ^ in either not knonxh 
^ * ing or concealing^ that this Canon, in the opinion 
of the ablefi Critic s, is not fo old as the date it bears. 
Your Lordfhip perceives, that I was neither fo 
ignorant nor fo fly : but whether it were igno- 
rance or flynefi in your Chaplain to reprefent me 
thus, I leave your felf to determine. Now, be 
* itGELASius or Damasus, or any of thofe 

the Critics pleafe, that firft mention'd it* was he 
not antient .with refpeft to us ? are not thofe of 
*thc fourth and fifth centuries reckorfd antients by 

all 
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all tneti? aad were hat the compilers ofthofe /«- 
dexes of the Scriptures^ which I quoted as wit- ' 
neffes of wfoat ptfft in their own times, Antient 
Mcckfiaftical writers ? Here I take occafion to add EvAyy& 
part of another to them, out, of the Chancellor Klov ** T * 
Sbguier's Library* mentioned in the Catalogue of **fff* v * 
it by the learned Montfa(TCou, and which y^u**** 
may be read there by the curious. r* m*t- 

IV. I HAVE hitherto dwek upon things 194 " 
felfely laid to my charge, and now come to a 
thing jffftly imputed to me, but which is no lefs 
unjuftly than amazingly deny'd by my adverfary > 
When the unanimous current of all competent 
witneflis^ antient and modern, are againft him. 
It is, that I call Mafaometanifm the Religion of the 
four books : and that tho the Mahometans do hold Sce *****- 
by tradition that Ad am, Noah, Enoch, A*^J ; JJ 
H R ah a inland other Patriarchs and Prophetsyhad 9 , i , u\ 
fever al books divinely fent V«* (even to the number (/fit* 13. 
.104) containing divine > revelations * % yet the onely 
obligatory ones are^ according 4o th$m 9 the Penta- 
teuch of Moses, the Pfalms of © a'v \ ©, the Go- 
1pel of Jesus, and the Alcoran of Mahomet- 
This I cottfefs to have faid, and will abide by it. 
But let*s hear the Do&or. To prove that the fyTa* pag. if. 
hometam receive the GoCpel, he obferves^ that tho 
they believe 104 [he footf d fcafve aided boofe, fioce 
all books are not Go/pels^ to be fenit from heaven^ 
yet four of them are only obligatory. He Quotes the 
names of feveral writers^ to prove this particularly 
in reJpeS of the Gofpcl, but be artificially omits 
their words. The caufe, my Lord, requires no 
artifice, and I us'd none: nor have I therfore 
omitted the words of- my Authors, except where 
they were nothing to the purpofe. - Reland's 
Compend (for example) and Gabriel Sieni- 
t*i whom he qudsea after me, reckon up with 

* JL 4 others 
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others the ted books fent to Adam, fifty to 
Seth, thirty to Enoch, and ten to Abra- 1 
ham, which I pail by* forbeing.no longer obli- * 
gatory, as I obferv'd before > and onely infilled 
on the four, with which both of them conclude, 
and whofc titles they give* thefe being the books on 
which the Mahometans direflly protefs to ground 
their Religion. To thofe two writers I added the 
words of Algazel, and that of another Formu- 
lary out of M a r a c c i's Pfrodromus. The words 
of Levinus Warner I omitted forthefame 
reafon, of not fuperfluoufly crouding my book. 
But fijQce the Dodtor feems as fond of words, as 
others of things, I fliall here oblige him with the 
words of fome more Authors^ whofe authority is 
unexceptionable. The firft ihail be the Treatife 
concerning the manners, conditions^ and wickednefs of 
the Turks, printed at Paris in the year of Christ 
if i i by Henry Stephens* together with 
% , Ki cold us, whom the Dodtor himfelf quotes 
after others under the Gothic name of Richard, 
and of whom 1 ftiail take occafion to fay fomthing 
before I have done. The Author of the Treatife 
concerning the manners and conditions of the Turks 
was twenty years a captive among them* and at- 
tair^d to that knowledge in their do&rinc and in 
their language (even to the forgetting of his own) 
that he was judg'd fit for the Priefthood, and defcr- 
ving to injoy no fmalf benefice, wou'd he continue 
among them, as ( he once intended. Now follow 
his words, The + general opinion of almofi all the 

Turks 



4 Communis opinio omnium fere Turcorum <Je Lege eorura 
talis eft. Dicunt enim primum Prophetam magnum, cui dati 
fuit Lex prim it us a Deo, fuifle Miss ah ; id eft, Moses, cui 
data* eft fiber Tefrit, quern nos Ventateuckum nominamus: et om- 
tera hominem, qui eo tempore legem obfemflet, fzlvatum eftex 

Cum 
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furks concerning their Law is this. They fay theft 
the firft great Prophet, to which God gave originally* 
Law was Missa&, that is, Moses, to whont 
was given the fobkTeftit, which we call the Pen- 
tateuch j and that every one, who then ob/ifv'd this 
Law, was fav'd: But that after the malice and 
negligence of men had, in procefs of titne y corrupted 
tbts Law, as a remedy of fitch prevarication was' 
chofen the fecond great Prophet D a j i t, by us calFd 
Davidj to whom was given the hook Czabur, 
which we ftile the Pfalter. This, after the manner 
of the former j being Jucceffively ob fervid and corr 
r up ted, there was alfo added the third great Pro r 
phei Y e s s e, that is, Jesus* to whom was fent 
the third Law with the book Vigilis, which we name 
the Goipel, and which in its time was to all the 
means of Salvation. <fbis being at. length antiquated 
like the preceding books, Mahomet was chofen 
the fourth Prophet, who from God received a Law 
with the book calVd the Alcoran $ which alone, all 
the former being evacuated, is by them fully and 
firmly preach? d and ajferted to contain the neceffarf 
means of falvat ion, till another /accedes. This they 
think fliall not happen in this World : ana 
as Chriftians believe the New Tefiament is come 

Cum autem, per fucceflura temporis, humaaa malicia et negligen- 

tia hanc legem corrupiftet, in bujus praeraricationis remediam 

ele&us eft fccundus Propbeta magnus D a j i t, quem nos Dav 1 o 

dicimus; cui datus eft liber CxMtr 9 quem nos Vfidteritm vocamuf* 

Quo, priori* modo, fervato et corrupt©, tertius qiioque Propbeta 

magnus fubjun&u* eft Y e 5 s E, id eft J s s u s*j cui tenia lex cum 

XxhroVigjUst quem nos Evmgelmm dicimus, mifTa eft, quae fuis • 

temporibus omnibus caufa ialutis fuit. Ea tandem, praecedenti- 

ura modo eracuata, quartus eie&us eftMAHUMETEs, qui legem 

cuoi libro, qui Alcormus di&us eft, a Deo accepit; quae, cvacua- 

tis omnibus antehabitis, fola necefikatem faluris (donee alia fuper- 

renerir) plen$ et indubitanrer ab eis praedicatur et dicitur habere. 

Ve rpenibusy cJnditkmbHs* & ne^mm Twcorum UbcUus, (?*. c*p. 13. 

t*g.+* jefovtrfo. .,*. ; j - ;* i 

'*.«,' into 
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into the room of the Old, which yet is the ft>un« 
dation on which the other is b*i#t j & the Ma* 
hometaas bdieve concerning the Aicc^fion of the 
four books, die authority of die three former 
being frequently allecjgd in all their vritiqgs. 
There is nothing more certain, notwithftandiog 
Pago 14: Dr. Mancey will venture to affirm, tba$tbo the 
Mahometans do acknowledge a Gofpcl to have beak 
formerly font from heaven to J e s w S, yet they alhno 
that Gofpel no force or authority, they produce no 
teftimonies from it, nor do any of them read it as a 
[acred book. Our prcfent Goffels, xphieb, as I re- 
marked in more than one place of N AZ&RE- 
NUS, they brand with Corruption and ifal/ifica- 
tion, they neither read nor quote : but that their 
writings contain numerous paSages out of a Qo* 
[pel, faid by them to be that of J jb s v i, an^wbich 
they allow to be divine whether extant pr not, I 
promife to fhow your Lordfhip, whenever you 
plcaie to honor me with your commands. His 
own fryar Rich arp, who'sib farr from being 
judicious and fincere, that he's in many things 
both ignorant and fabulous, yet in his id chap- 
ter owns, that not onely the Christians, but al- 
io the Saracens themfelves hold tie Law of 
Moses, and the Prophets, and the Gospel, 
to be from God. We have the truth of the Gofpel, 
lays he, to which the Alcoran it felf bears witnefs, 
(ind approves it. His whole $d chapter is to prove, 
that the Alcoran is not the Law of God, becaufe 
not atteftcd to be fo' by the Old and New Tefta- 
went, which the Mahometans themfelves mull 
neceflarily believe by their own principles. But 
that is not our prefent Gofpel, as Rico ld us 
well remarks, which they pretend is corrupted 
xn^ny ways, and particularly becaufe the name 
of Mahomet is raz'd out of it. I leave the 
Dr. to verify thefe quotations by. the original 

words. 
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words. In *the i f th chapter Ricoldus fayj 
that the Saracens are nothing, unlefs they fulfill thi 



w 
Law and u tbe Gofpcl. He's very large on the fame 
argument in. the following chapter $ and in the, 
17th he fays the Mahometans maintain, that the 
jflcoran fucceded the Go/pel. The Go/pel ther- 
fore,whether tmely extant or not, is in their opi- 
nion part of the foundation of their Religion, as 
the Old Tefiament is of ours. This I affertedwith 
the beft judges, and Dr. Mangey has the te- 
merity to deny it. That they have more books than 
the bulk of Chriftians imagine, I cou'd brihg ma- 
ny vouchers, or at leaft that they" pretend t6 have 
fach. I ihall here content my felf with theteiti- 
mony of the reverend Mr. Edward Terry, in his 
Voyage to the Eaft Indies. He was Chaplain to 
the. Ambaflador Sir Thomas Rowe, and 
Re&or of - Greenford in Middlefex. The Mabome- Page 177. 
tans fay, that they have the books of Moses; but 
they have very much corrupted that ftory, in afcri- 
bing that to Ismael which is faid of Isaac, Gea* !*• 
as if Ismael fhotfd have been fdcrific'dwnd not 
I s a a c — They fay that they have the book of D a* 
v 1 d's Pfalms, andfome writings of Solomon, 
with other parcels of the Old Teftament \ whichy 
if fo, I believe are made much to vary from tbeftory. 
I believe fo too, and affirm'd as much in N A- 
Z A R E N U S y yet am fully perfuaded that they 
have a Pentateuch and Pfalms fuch as they are, 
and that they often fing portions of the laft, which 
ip not now the fubjeft before me. But becaufe 
the words and authority of one who was not onely 
*n Englifliman, but likewife a Batchelor of Divi- 
nity, may weigh more with Dr. Mangey about 
the four books, than thofe of Arabian Mahome- 
tans, or Chriftian foreners 5 I fhall produce thofc 
of Th o m a s S m i t h B. D. out of his Remarks 
upon the manners, religion, and government of the 
Turks* He wa* afterwards Dr. Smith, com- 
' monly 



xjtf MANGQNEUTES: 

monly nicknam'd ffegray, and as ftanch a Church^ 
man as my adverftries cou'd wife. It is the bigheft 

Page 101. unkindnefi in the world, fays he, not to believe them^ 
when they /wear one particular Oath > for then they 
are moft ferious, and defire t& remove all poffible fuf- 
ficion offaljhoad: which is y BY THE TRUTH 
OF THE FOUR BOOKS the thing is fi> 
or fo y or / will do this or that •> meaning the Law 
of Moses, the Pfalter of David, the Gofpel 
of Jesu Sy and the Alcoran of M ahom^e T,/<?r 
they look on the three fir ft alfo as facred 9 and reve- 
rence their authority. If I had not this gentleman 
ta bear me out, with feveral others that fhall ap- 
pear when neceflary, I make ao doubt but the 
Doftor wou'd queftion the very exiftence of my 
namelefs Arabians, who judge it needled to troblc 
him at prefent. Nor is this conje&ureat all im- 
probable, fince notwithitanding MonGcur De la 
Monnoye's account, which was, 5 printed on pur- 
pofc to prevent all finifterfunnifes,hecallstheno- 

Pig C ^ tice I give of the Gofpel w of Barnabas ajham difi 
Uvery. I wou'd have the Dodtor to know that I 
am no coiner, and that I think an impious coiner 
of a book under the name of an Apoftle, to de- 
ferve as fevere a punifliment, as a falfe coiner of 
money, bearing the King's name and inscription. 
The reality of my difcovcry is fujffitiently known 
to all Europe : and fo will liow the reality of the 
Mahometans allowing the four books to be the 
foundation of their Religion, to any man that 
cou'd doubt of it before. Wherfore, as your Lord- 
fhip beai's an awful regard to the good faith re-* 
quir'd by the light of Nature, and the facrcd 
truth injoyn'd by the precepts of the Go/pel, I hope 
t you'll procure me due reparation from your dome- 



. f Sc< ZUmgitn* Edit. Amft. vol. 4. p. 321. AlSo Nazare- 
nus. /ppeod. U. pag* 9—. — i$» 

ftic* 
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ftic, for foerrihg that I have utter* da faljbood in Page 17: 
faying^ that it is the conftant and general belief of 
Mahometans^ that tbefe four books [the Pentateuch* 
the Pfalmsj the Gofpel* and the Alcoran\ conjfa* 
tutt the foundation of their Religion* or that Maho- 
met anifrn is generally calfd [I feid, call'd by fomc] Nazaren: 
the Religion of the four books*, That I have made page u. 
this undeniably evident I appeal to the public* . 

which I doubt not will do me juftice, both in this 

Eoint and the reft of the controverfy, ftiQu'dyour 
fordflup happen to forget it. 



\ 



V. WHEN the Doftor difcourfes of Maho- 
metan Chriftianity (a fubjeft he had better let 
alone, fince he knows fo little about it) he's Very Page 4 5 ; ] 
angry with fuch as fpeak well of the Mahometans 
where they deferve it :^ for in other refpe&s thofe 
pcrfons are as little favorers of Mahometanifm, 
as any Chaplain you have^ or the moil orthodox 
in your diocefe. He quotes my felf rcprefenting Ibid* 
the .Mahometans as a fort of Chriftians* and not 
the ivorft fort neither : but flops ihort there, 
wheras I go on and fay* that they are farr from pitf. p; |j 
being the be ft. What kind of Chriftianity allows 
this preceding one of your Lordfliip's great read- 
ing and experience can beft tell j but tis manifeft 
that the Mahometans, whom (after Peter 
Martyr by name, and hundreds not nam'd ) 
I ftil'd a (eft or fort of Chriftians, allow no fuch 
difingenuous dealing : and are therfore in this re- 
fpe& better, than luch as ufe it or connive at it * 
as they are likewife better than Idolatrous Chri- 
ftians, than tritheiftical Chriftians, than perfect- 
ing Chriftians, than fevcral other forts of falfe 
Chriftians I cou'd eafily fpecify. No cobfidera- 
tion fhail prevail with me to refufe any party of 
men the good qualities or principles they may 
have, notwithitanding their bad ones. This fame 

difpo- 
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difpofkion af mind ha* brought the tec no kfi 
learned than moddt A&iman Rel A*ri> under 
Dr. Mange*^ dtfpteafure. Indeed he** not with- 
out company in his artger : nor dn J wonder at it id 
a tribe df tfief* who declaitnVi ^gMi9t Moderation in 
Queen Atf N**fc reign, and agaiaft Sincerity under 
Kii^Gjtoftfcs* in thishowe^er very confiftcnt witA 
their ofwn fvkYcvb\t% and pra&ifes. II&lan& in the 
Prefkrc to tits uwo Jarib /mcerning the Mahometan 
He/ighn, pvakSStilj detefts the falle; account* 
winch mod men give tif other men's Religioo, 
v^hich he exemplifies in the calumnies of the Hea- 
thens againft the Jews, tff Ae Heathens and Jews 
againft the fii*ft Ghri ftians, of tfee Papifts againft 
the Reformed, and of almoft att fe6bs again ft their 
adverfaries. rfmi I apprehend, * feys be, matmypn* 
fint Jaber in e^amhting the Mahometan RtUgion^ 
and fitting it forfh fuch as really 4t is in it feUf^ ma/ 
give octafion to our adverfaries , vf propagating the 
fame calumny with greater confidence. Tet I fbati 
not fuffier fny felf by fo vain an apprebenfion to be 
frighted from going on with my undertaking. We 
mght to fear eh after the Truth -wherever it lies i and 
it is a laudable indeavor in my opinion fo fit a ftep 
to lies, and fo aequaint every one that defires it y with 
a Relighn which is fpread farr and wide : not toexbi* 
bit it difguiz% <net over fpread with the clouds of falfe- 

6 £t ttfeor, fie !pfe hie labor mens in iifthganda RefigioM 
Mahomediea, 8c ea ex&ibenda uti rcvera *ft, ocotfvoacm damrus 
-fit adver&rits floftris, candem cafottaiam raajorifiducw propagan- 
da Nee tamen patiar me tam vano metu ab incocpto dcrerreri. 
Veritas, ubicunque eft, indagari debet j 8c laudabile ftudium mihi 
videtur itoetidaciis obrcem ponere, & Reijgi«netn kmgk lateque 
ditiufatn u»teukjuequi volet confpflciendafli arh&ere: nonfacatam* 
non obte^am makdi( enriae vel errorum nebtilis, ied ita Utt doce- 
turin Templis Sc Scholis Mchammcdicis; ut certis i&ibus earn 
impetere, 8r» fi non arimo ipiorum Turearam, noftro falteffl ft* 
sitatem ejus perluadcie poflimus. ZiU.ficmd. f*£ t 8. m 4* 

hood 
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hood and mifidkes, bat as ii is tavfbi in the Maho* 
met an temples and &d)ovls$ that we may fir ike 
bomb at it with fare: bfows± and he able, if not 
to perfuadf the Turks againfi it y yet to c<m* 
vince xmrfelves ef its vanity; Then * good deal 
lower it remain^ fays ? ite, that I add a word or two 
concirtoin& my fvlf, andiktreatthe reader not to mi f- 
ctmftrve to a had'fenfe whatever labbr I may have be* 
ftovfd in writing thefefwobodks. It was loot my de~ 
fign to palHktebr Vtamtfy, iHUeb lefs to propagate or 
defend the Mahometan Religion, which I execrate. 
Whoever fbtifd thus judge of me,wou'd highly injure 
both me and the truth. I was obligd, if I proposed 
truth as the f cope of my wising, to apologize for the 
Mahometan Retigimin many ibidgs, which arefidf** 
iy attributed to them. If any body thinks it a bettet 
way to Jfrread thofe ties, whkh without any founda- 
tion of good authority j are told of the Turks *, as that 
they are foots, affes, madmen, devils, or if any thing 
worfe be faid of them, than With me to rejeS them* 
he may do it for all me, who experience more and more 
every day, that the world loves to be cheated, and 
to be governed by precdnceiv'd opinions. But Dr. 
Mangey affirms th^t Profyfor Rkland 'has tip +£ 
given a favorable, and, in feme refpe&s, a falfe 
account of the Mahometans* and makes them to be 



7 Refhtut de meafiquidaddam, & le&orem rogem, ne ra ma- 
lam partem intefpreteturlaborem quaIemcunqaerneuin,duobushi£- 
ceHbruimpeafum. Nonfuitmihipripoiitum rcligionem Makom- 
nsedicam (quam execror) pattiare aut fucare, ncdum propugnare 
autdetendere. Qui hoc de me judicium ferret, nae ille gravem 
mihi injuriam faceret, & a vcro aberrant. Debui patrociniuoi 
caufae Mohammcdicae fufqpere, fi vera (crfbere vclkm, in multis 
quae ftlfo iis tribuuntur. Si qui* ilia mendacia, quae nulla autori- 
tate fuffulta de Turcis narfantur, malit propagare, ut bardi illi, fie 
afini, Sudani, 8c diaboli, & fi quid pejus, audianr, per me licet* 
qui quetidie magU magifqne experior mundum decipi velle, fie 
praecoaceptis opinionibus regi. Ibid. p. 47. fl. 1$. 

belfd 
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belfd^and mifreprefented by the Cbriftian writers^ in 
refpeft of the absurdities of the Alcorani This laft 
part pr the accufation is true enough, which 
ought to be no fuch mighty wonder, fince the 
Chriftians fo grofly bely one another every day : 
but as to the firft part, that in any point he has 
given a falfe account of them, neither Dr. M an- 
gey, nor any eifc, can ever {how againft themoft 
canflid of men. In the mean time, he did from his 
heart abhorr the teal fables and abfurdities of the 
Mahometans, as did h$ and my Mailer * Span- 
hbmius * who yet, as became a perfon of unfo- 
phifttcated Learning and an ingenuous fpirit in- 
ilead of railing at Mahomet for a frantic ad 
ienfelds fellow (tho heartily owning him to have 
been a wicked Impoftor) lays 9 it is certain, that 
be was richly furmfbed with natural endowments, 
of a beautiful pre fence, having a fubtle genius, a- 
greeable manners, flaming liberality to the p or, cour- 
' tefy to every body, fortitude againft bis enemies, and 
above all things a reverend regard for the name of 
God. Somewhat lower (after mentioning the pro- 
vifion he made againft drunkennefs, extortion, 
gaming, luxury, and fwearing ) he affirms, what 
every one muft own who reads the Alcoran, that 
xo £, was fevere againft perjured perfons y adulterer s 9 

8 He likewife heard Trigland and Mark, at whofe public 
Le&ores I attended: yet tic not alone to his fame, bat aifo to bis 
writings that I appeal, as .to his candor. Fads are obftinate 
things. 

o Id certum, i , naturalHIhs egregte dotibas inftru&um Muham- 
mtdem, forma praeftanti,ingemo callido, moribusfacetis, acprae 
fe rerentem libcralitatem in egenos, comitatem in finguloc, forti- 
tudinem in hoftes, acprae ceteris reverentiam divini nominis. Eifi. 
EccUf.fecul.j. c*p. 7. lent. j\ a/.iaeo. 

10 Severus fuit inperjuros > adttlteros, homicidas, obtredfcatcres, 
prodigos, avaros, faltos teftes, &c. Magnus idexnpatientiae, cha- 
ritatis, rmfericordiae, beneficentiae, gratitudinis, honoris in paren- 
ts ac fuperiores praeco, at 8c divinarum laudam. Ibid. km. 7. 
col 1413. 

murderers* 
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tourderers, backbiter % prodigals, mi/ers, falfe w /- 
nejfes, &c. Me was a great preacher (continues he) 
ti of patience, charity, mercy, beneficence, gratitude, 
reverence to parents and fuperiors, and of the praijhs 
of God. The impoftures, lyes, difgui&s, and in- 
ventions of Mahomet in other reipe&s, did not 
hinder the moft zealous among the Protectant 
Hiftorians, to give him a good character, where 
lie thought him deferring it. Pafling over Dr. ' 
Prideaux, whofc immortal work of The Com- 
neftion between tbeOld and New feftamenth the moft 
learned, as it is the molt entertaining, that has 
appeared in Britain for a c'onfiderable times and 
omitting feveral others who fcorn'd to take ad- 
vintage of Mahometanifin, or rather to expofc 
themfelves, by countcnanceing the ill-invented ftp- 
ries of lying Fryars, and petulant but fervil and ihal- 
low Chaplains : I ihallonly quote a paflage out gf 
Maracci, who in another place ( quoted alfo 
by Rel and before &e)%s that " this Svperftttiyt 
contains emery thing thafs found plaufible or proba- 
ble in the Chriftian Religion, andJhaifedn $vfom- 
able to the lower light of Nature. Thig.foenoUglp, 
1 think, to hold 'cm for a fort of Chriftians, and not 
the worft fort neither. But the paflage I fpedajly 
mean is this. I have " been atways of opinion, ex- 
perience and reafin perfuading me, that if the Al- 
coran and the Gofpel be proposed to tbife nations 
[namely the Jews and the Gentiles} they will 
ftill imbrace the Alcoran and the Mahometan «$to- 
perftition, foaner than the Gofpel and the Chriftian 



1 1 Habct nimirum haec Superftitio quicqftid plaiifibik ac pro- 
babik in Chriftian^ Rdigibnc reperitur,<$*, Iq prefat. ad Prodrom. 
Alcoran. The word* wou'd take ftp too much room, and I havo tranfla- 
ted thorn as literally as em'd bo. 
on 1 2 Eeofeniper tn ea optnkme foi (experieatft id mihi & rati- 

e fuadente j quod fi Alcoranus & Evangeliuny tec* Ofiho rofi 
*f the original words t fry as m the foregoing citation. 

M Religion^ 
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^RiHgion-, vnlefs that beforehand ibety he aire fully 
inftrnSei, as to tie troth of the Gofpd, and the 
fyts *»rf frauds of /A* Alcoran. Tar nt ftrft Jight 
tfoft things Contained™ the Alcoran will *appexr more 
Mnformable to the di&afes of corrupt natut*, than 
What the <jfo(pei prepofer\ at, that then is me 
"God, omnipotent, omnifcient, the creator vndruUr of 
UU things i and who busmotbin* in common with tre- 
• tied temp's tbitfervem and fa^tit prayer s^tead^ 
- &4jlto lim, that alms he diftributrd Po -the poor, 
*hoty pilgrimages under^me, the body mortiffd with 
fafltogt, and juJHte ob]krv x d*\ that modefify, bene- 
fitentty piety, and other virtues he jpra&is'fy that 
wrfitg be done to rto maty ami that thefts wtotteries, 
tourdm, with ether aims be averted} that world- 
ty things be defpis%*s tremjitwj, abdtgoifd works 
f^fim^ : mtnwr, ib*t aftmtnwtwgfoean ac- 
count ft G&ef their a&ims$ tb&t in heaven iterrnl 
happtoefs is prafafid fir tb*%<wd, in the tnfoyment 
4fthdfi things Wbtob buntinyumtre 4efim With the 
Xrt&eft ardor i tbatetirnWpkmjbmntte in 

IMUJ* fife^mdi With other the Me\bl»p;wbicb 
fbrmtsh ettitrr #h*fy tohn in the Aleatan. But 
-if * Heathen bears a trfifoifhrtftbe Gdfjfcl prepofe 
to him oke God to ihnmtyrfkns, GU made mm, a 
pot, erutiffd Qtid, who&as d#adandtoty% the 
-Myfiery of th Emhe&lfc the ntctffity 4fthe $a- 
mimM tf-Pintettie*, yadrttage with^ohe Wtfe, the 
Mijfolubleltnot of'Wt&hdk, H HfejoiffdtopbfpeUil 
afflmon, doing pod to dtfe's faemits* the highefi 
* happinefs cmfifiing In things which ymiher tye fim^ 
nor ear beard, nor enter* d into the heart of man % 
with Juch other things^ that either furpafs the con- 
ception of human underftanding, or are ffibfl difficulty 
if not impbfjiVle, to the natural fiate or *wfahiefs of 
man, and that he computes them with the domrims 
of the iA\c6nn,be will mftantly rejeS tbofe, and 
intforaiee theft. How well M a r a c c i fias judg'd 

I 
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I refer to every one's confideration : but I am per- 
fiiaded .he was no favorer of Mahometanifin, a- 
gainft which he hgs ftrenuoufly written 5 as 1 my 
felf declar'd, in .terms than which 1 cou'd find no 
ftronger, that the Ah or an is the grojfeft of all Im- rtaiaren. 
fofimes. ;Of this Dr. Mange y, according to Pa 8 c 10 * 
.his ufual fair dealing, takes po notice : but thinks Page 43. 
it not tunfeafondble ta.fetfprtb the Mahometan} fen* 
timnts In relation to the Chrifiian Religion^ that 
the world may fee, what Jbrt of Chrifiianity is 4h 
low'd by N A% A rje n us. Not the Christianity 
that allows this procedingi.no more than the Ma- 
hometan Chriftianity, I aflure him. I am con- 
vinced by. this time, that your Lordfhip will not 
expeft I fhou'd troble my felf or others with his 
account of the Mahometan fentknents, of whiqh 
.he knows as little* as he's unwilling to ido them 
jjuitice* who have as much right to fair.ufage, as 
•the beft Cbriftians in .the, world. 

^ VI. NOR .vet, my Lord, wou'd.I take no- 
tice . of What he jays concerning the Nazarens 
and Efrspnites, fince he understands much lefs of 
this matter* were it not for the firaiige miftafet 
committed on this occafion, by one who has the 
opportunity of learning better things from yo\ir 
Lordfhip : tho, by liis quality ofuo&ou one 
wou'd think he mou'd by this .time be able to 
teach others. His whole fecond chapter is one 
continued thread of ihameful errors and prevari- 
cations. In the ninth chapter of n>y book I faid, 
that thejewijh converts to Chrifiianity ivere. terntd Ptgc %6l 
Nazarens from J * s u s of Nazareth, and that it 
appears all the fit -ft Cbriftians werefo 5 fince V&ui* 
himfelf *V, in the Afits of the Apoftlcs, wlVAa 
ringleader of the Herefy of the Nazarens. To this 
Dr. M a « "tWKT makes tw o e x cep tions : ~ the~oac, 
that they were not fo called at t^e beginning, nor v 

M * at 
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at any time but by their enemies * the other implied, 

. that they were not fo denominated from J esus of 

Nazareth. To prove the firft I produced the 

A&s.i+.f. place of the jf&s juft now quoted, by which it 
undeniably appears, that they were call'd Naza- 
renS) whether by themfelves or others, before 

Aid. i i.ttf. they were term'4 Cbrijtians at Antioch. That 
they were fo call'd by themfelves I quoted ** E- 
piphanius who exprefly affirms it even of the 
A potties, as the Do&or himfelf cannot deny ; tho 

Fagc 6. but a few lines before, he's pofitive that no one 
writer of Antiquity ever owtCd the name of Naza- 
reh. EpiPH'ANius, to be fare, is not a writer of 
antiquity, for he liv'd fo little a while fince as the 
4th century j and the A pottles, we all know, were 
fatcr writers^ fince they liv'd but in the firft cen- 
tury. Yet Paul owns the name: for charg'd with 
bfeing a ringleader of the herefy of the Nazarens, 

A&s 14, he anfwer'd, after tie <afay they call Herefy^ fo \ 

S » «♦• wprjhip I the God of my fathers > that is, . after the I 

* way of the itazarens. By the by, a man of i 
duite artother. character than the Doctor, as well 
for learning as for moderation, and who fees with 
his own eyes 5 gave' a friend or mine at Tunbridgc, 

. that communicated them ro me a good while ago, 
MS. fomd manufcript Remarks oti N A Z A R E N US. 

Fage6. Among other things, he thififa xhzt my accoun' 

\ feems 'to lead one to imagine thai ^ifAaniui 

* deriv d the name of Jeflcans from Jesus, which 
adds this worthy perfon, he did not : artd then re 
marking that thoie JeJJeans were the EJfeans 
P h 1 l 6 (who I agree with him were no CfrfifK 
ans) he wou*d prove his aflertion by fhowrng, tha 
EptpBiANfus derives them from Jf.sse th 
father of David. That he fuppofes fo much i 
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i$» Haeref. f9. tttimf-4, f, 6, 7. 
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certain : but tis as certain that he derives the 
name hlcewife from Jesus, which I ftiall rather 
think has efcap'd the gentleman's diligence, than 
impute it to any wilful overfight. The words of 
Epipkanius in the very fame paragraph art, 
tnvas '4 either therfore from the name of Jesse, 
or from that of J e s u s our Lord, that they were 
calPd Jefleans. To return to Dr. Mangeyj 
Epiphanius affirms over again, that the firft 
Chriftians did not oncly give >* themfclves the 
name of Nazarens 9 but farther that they were 
fo caird by all '« others. That this was fo is clear 
from the Scripture it felf, without trobling our 
heads about the Fathers. It was exprefly prophefy'd 
of J e s u s (about which Dr. M a n g e y is quite fi- 
leht) that he ihou'dbe call'd zNazaren> from the Mat. i.*j. 



place of his abode $ which was no more a term * *'• *»• 
d€ reproach, than the denominations that fo ma- 8c a ^ , '** # 
ny Philofophers, ami other famous men, have in & 14. 67. 



ail ages obtained from their feveral countries. 8c 16. 6.- 
There w^s pothing more ufual. And he came (fays Luk *4* 
Matth e w) and dwelt in a citycalTd Nazareth, r '* # & ' * 
that it might be fulfil Fd which v)as fpoken by the 19! John 1. 
Prophets^ be Jball be cfflTda Nazaren. Wherfore *r- & 18. 
he's callM Jesus of Nazareth by his friends as * ,7 'fL! 9# 
\frell as by his foes, by himfelf as well as by the ££**£ 
Devil. The multitude that was for hjnj, no iefs & 4.10.& 
than that which was again ft him, diftinguiih'd 614.* 
him by thi$ title. So did they that went to ap- ^ %*• * 
prehend him^ fo Aid the falfc witnefles againft Ste- ^.'9 &c 
phen, and fo did Pontius Pilatet; but 
the fame was alfo done by two .of bis own difd- 
pies walking with him to Emaus, by Philip 






KUftcv iuav iTTiKMHTw lit fftuoh £cc. Ibid* num. 4. 
ij\ Ibid. num. & 
itf. Ibid* num.©. 
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the Apoftlc, by Peter, and by Paul. An 
Angel tells the women at the fepulchre, ye feek 
Jesus of Nazareth -, and Jesus himfelf tells 
Paul, I am Jesus of Nazareth whom thot* 
perfetuteft. The texts to prove thefe particulars 
I have mark'd in the margin* according to ;the 
order of thei* places in the Evangelical writers : 
and Dr. Mangey may, if lac pleafes, by the 
help of his Cwcardanciy reduce them to their proper 
heads. By reaibnr Matthew fays, it was 
Mat.z.*}. ffohen by the Prophets^ that Jesus Jhall be* ccdVi 
a-Nazare*, Jbrotm? as if the works of all the 
Prophets were entirely extant,, wou'd needs find 
this pr ophefy in the *? otd Tejtameut, where no 
write* has the leaft mention of it. He thinks he 
fqes it in the eleventh chapter of f s a i a H r as o 
thers if* the I £th of Judys? both ciaed in the 
margin of our larger Eaelifb Bibles. But the 
wo*i in the two pW are moftd^l'rcnt iafenfe, 
tho fomwhat approaching in found. That in 
**?? Isaiah is Net^er^ a branch > and that in Judges is 
yjy Nazir a'feparate perfoa, Ipoken of Samson, 
who wu indeed a Nazame, whops Jesus was 
none. Bat What are Netzer or Nazir^ to jEStrs's 
dwtelliag hi the city of Nazareth} which Mat- 
thew oxprefly affigas as the reafon of thede- 
figmtion Ndzarerti white nothing, like fuch a rea- 
fon appears- in any Prophet of die oft/ Teftamcnt. 
Tho J fc * a ** v in the pkee above cited, is angry 
with thofe who' produce fuch texts ov t of apocry- 

•*• .» ,i <• ■ ■- • '. i 4 * ' , i 

' ^i&Ij&tittM &*p*ftcis mulfip <fc *tf*r Tefbmcoto kgi* 
urns quae in noftris codicibusnonhahcntiir,utcft iftud,cx Acgypto 
y^^ifiHrmriTOm^fMtfi *r rf.J gfr ywi>m Niaarnut roca- 
bitur [Ibid. »., 13.J — interrpgemus ergoeos, ubi hacc fcripta 
fiht? et dim dicere non potuerint, de fibris Hcbraiei* proferamus. 
Primum tefthnonium efr in Osee [ii. i.]Sccundutn hiEsaia 
[1 1. 1.] dec.— — i» Prttftt ad Pmtfitmuh. VtdhUW idem de todm 
in Ub* 4. Qmatemar. m Efiin n. *» 

,-'•..».,;.; i\ \'i P*al 
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pfcil books, whi^h 0**qs^ ^n Qfiso. done* 
yet ia other plages h? adipifs the fame plpa If him- 
%\f % foy be waft a gq$& ~a#^p*ter, and ?,t; tuwjs 
^pu'd fey amy thing. 4»'J|wifl thwart YTi^ 
caJVd Jbs^s ^ Nt&vefo pr oJf th9 gtfy of £ty- J"®?. 
aweth* ibhfc flowers from hijp& w?re alj^p caJl'd nron 
PiqzarWi tyotb l?y ther^ip lyc£ and othprs, Tis ' : 
evident; that tfcc ryuac wis. mpte ^Qtieok than 
3P a V fc** perfection of tfc^ ffyriftjaps ; for fee Afts *$.p: 
(ays, tfoat £0 W#y tbw$bt <witb kirnftjfa kt 
MgH tA 4* mwy things twfrwyi ft* fa "W? p fJ *C 

tw thrtnanjift^^r^ t a$ t^'xhin^itkW^iovr^ 
and as the bare namefignify'd^q more $aa todq- 
te6t the oerfons. The proverbial Fpeech to which 
the Do&or alludes* tp. WQ^P that they were 
reproachfully calPd Nazarens by their "enemies, 

m4«tah vw u*'4 to .^W* #45?? ajH«« . 

Philip, «** #(y m^ fbfef. oym 0f|( jf WWm**' J** 1 ** 
{hows he has laid ipo$e fttfiSs on lorns ig$cjr$qt 
Cotrupeji^tQ^s pf the Gqfpel)fjQ}ii$> WW op 
the W9f^ tf the Qflfcf £ (elf. If $^h^ v 
NAH had meant tviiwl tbkjk iftthe.{tq$ %fc 
pf the wwdfc bis qvic^ion <nuft tyyf ^fpu a$ ig- 
norant as impertinent * fince abundance of good 
things came from thence, and that P h i li f ntm~ 
felf was a Galijp^n. But his enp pieaqipg k £x« 
nlain'd a little lower an the lame Gofptl> where 
fbrneiaidj^Z/GpRiST^we out of Galilee ? which ftid.7.411 
demand was fouled on a ni}ftakeq notipn tfi^y 
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18. Qjwerftt aKqtW^&an) fi^ jjteqro dicat, forge qqj dermis 
et txftrgea mortuis* ant cms teftipionj© ijt abu^ur^uLp^? ft 
qutdtin qui fimpfei refp$tfoqe cqptcntus eft, d£c?t in recopdjfis 
cam prophet!* tt bis qjw KPftptur a»pqyp|», ha*c le£h jji me- 
dium protiijiflc i ficpt j> afcfs qjwpeiUiup fecifje, mjnifcftugi cj!: 
nooquod Apocrypha cpmproteret, <e4<^nujdoet Ar*i, et ?pi- 
wenidis, rr Utowidri vqrftwf fit abufy ad ^ quae yoluera*. ^/ 
J5/A#/^. 14. 

M 4 had 
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1W. ?er. had, that out of Galilee Jbou'd ari/e no prophet. They 

**• doubted therfore that Jesus was not the Meffias % 

becaufe they, being ignorant of the place of his 

birth, thought from that of his abode that he was 

a Galilean : not out of any contemt, as the Do&or 

pleafantly fancies, but for the plain reafon there 

Ibid ver. giveil, pall Christ come out of Galilee ? bath 

♦*. not the Scripture faid^ that Christ cometb out 

of the feed of David, and out of the town of 

Bethlehem, where David was? To them 

that read the Bible with attention, this is the 

cleared cafe in the world; and therfore I will 

not, as having folv'd fome extraordinary difficulty, 

cry out to the Do&or, 

2u <Pt fxot, <pi\«, xusfW otoQ. 

Mtt.i. ij. To cut the matter fhort, Nazaren from the City 
Num. 6 . f Nazareth, and Nazarite from reparation or fpe- 
cial dedication, are of very different origins and, 
however approaching fomwhat in found, yet are 
differently ** fpdt. The middle radical letter of 
the firft is 7, or ours but not the German z $ and 
that of the laft is s* ts. The Apoftle Matthew 



i 9. Our Engltfti tranflators of the BibU ha?e inaccurately ren- 

h S« ' der'd both the letters Sajbt andTt*/' by 2, which the French and 

we pronounce otherwise than the Italian* and the Germans. The 

ft* ft* D« fame Tranflators have confounded the afpirate letters He, Hetb, 

Cafh: all which either they exprefs by h t properly anfwering to 

• tfac firftj -or 4hey fomtimes quite omit tbe.afpiration, as we cou'd 

fhow by many examples. The reafon is, becaufe we have not 

that Hebrew found in our Langutge, which the Dutch affix to 

TheGreecs &> aB< * d* Grcecs to their %. On this occafion the reader is to 

write Md- note » ^ at lt is indifferent whether he fays MohammedotMv- 

V©/ae/» hammed, becaufe the Arabic D*mm* is fomtimes pronouncM as 

Mayou* «n obfeure o, and fomtimes as the Italian », the Greec ot/, or our 

ui$, M<y- °° : ^ ut Ufe, the abfolute fbverain of words (to whofe pleafure I 

afjifjitf Submit in this as -in other names J has made Mahomet current 

Mvau-' * n *&*& P*™ °f tte World. 

f<t/» &c. is 
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is on my fide, and your Lordihip's Chaplain (with 
what abettors I value not) is on the other fide. 
Caelum tonat* taceant ranae. 

VII. H AV I N G thus fhown that it vtes pro- 
phefy *d of C h r i s t be jbotid be calVd a Nazaren y 
and the reafon of this appellation, as well as thac 
it was neither originally a mark of contemt, and 
that it no way alluded to Netzer or the Branch in 
Isaiah ; I need not be at any great pains now to 
make oat againft Dr. Mangey, that Nazaren 
was not from Nazir, a Nazarite, or feparate Per? 
fon : for, in the firft place, Jesus was no Naza- 
rite, having drunk Wine, to allege no more of the 
conditions required in the tfth of Numbers j and in 
fecond place, the true reafon is given by Mat- Mae,i,*$. 
t h e w, from his dwelling in the city of Naza- 
reth. Yet fo fond is the Uo&or of his criticifm 
againft the exprefs words of Scripture, that he 
quotes *• Hesychius and " Phavorinus, 
who both of 'em vifibly defcribe the OJd fefta- 
tnent Nazarites* without any regard to the New 
teftament Nazareiisj and his third Lexicographer 
12 Suioas patly diftinguifhes the two words, 
making Nazaren to be from Nazareth of Galilee y 
and Nazarite to be one fep&rated and dedicated to 
God. Thefc laft are alfo the words of the juft 
nam'd Phavorinus andHES ychius: one- 
ly that the firft, following the conceit of feveral t 
who judg'd of older times by their own, ftiles So does 
the Nazarites Monks* as others ridicuioufly do SulDAS - 



20. N*£/pe/@- [which u nothing to Na^/@- or N*- 
xi. N*£w££i©- fjLoya.'%©' 9 tiyt<t<rtMv& ko* rt^/«p»/*fy©* 

12. N&£&pvP&' diro'Net^et^r this r«A/A4**f. N*£aprt*©- 
but x.tyvetfffjM®' Ktu ttyttptofxw®-. To the fame purpofe 
are man/ other paflages I cou'd produce. 

> , Elijah 
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Eij}A&zp&Ri,%%UA. Ceitakriy, my Lord, it 
will Dot be for tbehpnar of the Tippet and Scarf, 
that a Do&or and withal * Btthop's Chaplain 
ihou'd know fo Uttlc of the Bible and Ecclehafti- 
cal Antiquity* I cannot as? much as charge bim 
with profiting even by Lexicons^ havevcr he ©ay 
be bewiktor'a by words of a near found in Jn- 
dexes. Many fuch we know there arc, and that 
they are fbmtmes confounded, or taken far one 
another. Some write them as near to their na- 
tive ftock as they can, others a^coijdiag to the 
analogy of the language in whjch they writ* them- 
felyes, and many (without being fo nicc)uft either 
So do j i- manner indifferently ; which is not altogether 
bom and blameworthy, provided they take pure to diftin- 
^■"J* gui/h their fubjcA, when there is a difference. 
Of this fort are *' Etfsam and Rfims y which are 
two ways of expreffing the fame thing. And, tq 
eome nearer home, of the fame fort are *+N4zarw, 
Nazaret^ NatzareaBy and Nazarite or Naziritey 
and fo on. Without controversy thefe are not feldom 
confounded, and even by the (aoie men, which I am 
farr from approving, tho I can hear with it* As 
for my felt, I think it indifferent ^hich of the 
two words Nazarea* or Naztrtn any (h\all ufe, 
yhen fpeaking of the pcrfon of J esvs af Naza- 
reti, or 6f the perfons denominated from him* 
!■*•*• *5- {he firft word being to be found in Matthew, 
Jfejki.H. and the fecond inM4Rx: and therfore I have 
eonftantly written Nazarsn^ as not onely equal- 
ly authorized by the Gofpel (tho afcrib'd by 
Dr. Mangbv to the negligence of tranferi- 
bers) but alfo as much s&pre us'd by the 
mo ft accurate Ecclefiaftical writers in Latin. 

15, EiTcnict Eflaei, E<r^at/o/. 

varcnusy N*0*p*f©"» N«£i£$t/©-, Hifciraeus, Naiarita. Suidas, 
*fo d'tfiinguijhes well at tht fogwnmfy Jags tftervards fall mt* tht 
mptf*** rf Bkkk I »** fatting. TVht 



The Old tefiament Na&trites or Nazirites ougjbt 
never to be confounded yfith the New TefkmenA 
*Nazatsens % this being a furtjier rcafaa wh J I tw$ 
always us*d the taft word iitftead of N/ntmom^ 
which others may preierr if tiey pleafe, it being 

}>roper eaough. Your LordJjup wiS readily bo 
feve that Ifhall proeedc as! have begua, npt«* 
withftanding the eenfiire of your Chaplain, that 
/fow blunder* d in my. very title* fince y if 1 1po$td**B ! f» 
have denominated my* faek from the fe£l I defend* Jf 
jhotfd have calFd it Nazaiaeus and mt 



Of the fame acumen and fairnefe i& his (ay&pgp 
Nazarenus inas. fmjj&lti thai it *w* 'd &(»*?*& ff* 
for the honor of his feSt to be. caJFd from any Angk 
P*rfin % 6nce that alone is a WM»k offow defffiion. 
from the truth. Is it fb ? I prated I nev*?r Iukw 
this before, and fbau'd now be forty it were true. 
Why ? is not the name, of Cbriftim from a fingH) 
perfon ? unlefi the Bo£tor difUnguifhes between 
a man's name and his furname, or between theft) 
and his title or office,, which arc all & many de? 
Agnations of a fingle perfon. But I admire how 
fucb a crotchet came into bis head, for I dreamt of 
nothing like this y befides that for certain my fc& i* 
caJl'd from a fingle perfon, even J*$u$ of Na^ x 
zareth 9 as in theie very words I declared in N A* Pag* %s f 
Z ARENUS. It was not therfore the po left 
imaginary than fantaftical fear of a fingle author, 
that made me fay the Nazarens were alfo calm 
Ebionites from their poverty > but becaufe they faid 
fo *' themfelves, whom I believe before their ene-* vtfeNm- 
mies, the ridiculous coiners of Ebion ; and more** ren. pag, 
over, becaufc I brought Juhftantial vouchers for **»*7»**» 
the fame thing, which indeed fpcaks fufficiently 29# 
for it felf. However, my Lord, he muft tell mefHF T7* 
[and he has my free leave} that Ebion, with 
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which t have adorn* d my margin^ is not in the Sy* 
riac copy {and .did I fay ijt was, or will he fay that 
copy is a$ old f^ the pine of the Apoftles?] nor 
,\in the Hfbrew text of Mi/nster ^admirable ! a 
tranflation made t'pther day] nor doth it any where 
Jignify Evangelical Poverty. It certainly fignifies 
the Poverty under ^vhich they lafyor'd* beggary, 
Aaii. 44, <5r the want of their goods, which tneylaid at the 
45-- & 4« Apoftles feet j for whicfii reafon they were not 
34" IS » &c » afliam'd of this name, as ** JEpiphanius relates. 
1 cou'd adorn my margin with ifeven other Hebrew 
words for Poor out of the cofamon Lexicons, and 
in my text fhow that one of them {Ignifieg a popr- 
riefs of mind, that is neither evangelical nor phi; 
lofophical $ without needing to point out an ex- 
ample of it, after the drudgery I have now* been 
obliged to undergo in weighing of words and mea- 
fining of fyllables. The Doctor will in time fee 
my margins very much aclorn'd with Hebrew, 
and fo have an occafion to detect my ignorance in 
Oriental Learning, fince he cannot do it in Irifh. 
I am amat'd he lucks at this language, fince un- 
doubtedly he has un^ert^keh a task infinitely more 
Page 124. difficult to perform, than Iri(h is to lean}, fibere, 
was not a doBrine (fays he) received by the whole 
Churchy during the three firft centuries^ that I will 
not take upon me to defend, Ay marry ! here's a 
Matter of defence able to play at theological 
ijuarterftaff, with any wight that dares enter the 
lifts with him ! I do not wonder tfierfore that a 
Champion of fuch redoubted pro wels (who yet 
will be humbly ask'd what was the whole Church, 
Jiow many witnefles are requifite to fhew her uni- 
form belief, and what were the do&rines fhe uni- 
verfaily believ'd ? fomc of which, may xiotwith- 

\ • 
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itanding bfe prov'd falfc) I do not wonder, I fey, 
he fhou'd promife, that whenever ¥ am fo food as fttf.p.ji 
my ixhtd as to print my Hiftory of the (acred Canon, 
JJhall have bint once more for my Adverfary. But * . * 
firice one good turn requires another, I pro* 
mife him that he {hall never have -me for his, 
for which I leave him to aflign what caudle he 
pleafes. I have learnt from the feme Sage to whom I 
owrt'dmy obligations once before, not 1 '' to be more 
afraid of the threats offools 9 than of the Hows of the 
ftck. But tho I /hall never enter into argument 
with him, I hold my (elf bound at any time tfe 
deteit his fallacies for more reaibns than your 
Lordihip, whofe hours are better impby'd, cares 
to hear. 

VIII. A S for what concern the ftimmary ac- 
count I gave of the antient Irifi Cbriftianity before 
the Papal Corruptions and Ufurpations 9 tis worthy 
obfervation, that I quoted no other but Latin or 
Englifh writers to prove it $ Wheras he declines 
animadverting on that part, under pretence of not 
underftanding the Irijb language and cujlms : * IcaV- *& 
ing me elfwhere to fpend my critical conjeSures Work, p. 
upon Irijb) where I may hope few will examine me. Si* 
Notwithstanding his contemtible contemt, Co I 
ihall: and in fuch a manner, I hope, that the 
ableft Critics will not onely think ..my time well 
(pent y but thank me withall, be their nations or 
religions ever fo different. At leaft it ihall be my 
indeavour to obtain their pardon, if I merit not 
their applaufe : fince they'll not onely be no Ids 
capable judges of my performance (which, re-, 
latingto Irim, may feem a riddle to the Do&or) 
than of my diligence and candor in a work of unl- 

»7 OuT*«typw*-K *Mytiv, ovt *>wmw <Mratoiv Jet tvh*&*- 
Sou. DemophiJ, Similitud. • » 
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vttfii benefit* 4n<the mean time, 4f he thinks th* 
JPr&tcflant kHferaft, ar m *o8her words, liberty o^ 
thinking, to beatiythhfg* which >as-father P au<l 
liter 76, fcdfieftto faid, w Ate *w/y good thi*g inJthss world: 
Jpakng j^ *ugnt no more to fpeak difpar^gcingty of the 
^L^Irifli tiatiea, Oi«i-tojiidgc^f the&ft fcifhChri- 
^a &*» by tbofe «htt (ucceded m after ages. Ba- 
fcoNfus intending to affront, idoesthat'ital honor 
to the Irifh aad Albanian .Seats (for both thefe 
held the &sle do&rinesaad had the&tfte De&orsO 
*s to aflerc, that in the 4th eentuiy^* 4hp fwfd 
4hefi »f*m, with which ike northern countries *te 
xverjpresd moMrtimc: which, in other ?wtoids Bot 
<rery diifatat, is to &y, that 4bey laid the founda- 
tion of the northern Herefy. And what, pn*y, ^eve 
thofe tares, or points of Herefy that they difle- 
Jttimtcd? Th^piHK>^wa^toufehROwQWWds, 
*hnt ** iikMitq; emd hitherto unknown monfirous 
doSMne 9 that Oonfoffrcn of .fins was not to he \mnde 
4o thePrifc 4mt toGodthue. He produces the 
Letter of AiyC U 1 n Co the Scots xm Uwseccafian 
if it be Auotf i*j'$) which was puMfth'd by 
2 * n 1 s i V* a little *• before. But B &-& o*ra us 
was either tgrofejy saiftaken, or fpoke agamft his 
own cofifeience, when he fiud this doctrine was 
fckherto unknown j wham* tyery little time bc- 
Ibrc, this wghtf bcrmtft tmely kid of his fpecial 

18 Inter Scows difitaritttricoepta Zitania, oaaenoft?o fccito 

to. Wwiftlim haaertus m«rfkdm<^ofte«tura > <Iottfeffi«oem 
.y c c ca tot opvaoncfle fariencbm Sacttdori, fed Deo taottup. JUL 

30 The wrds ofth* Xjtim to this pttrpofe, *ft*r cmrm^Jmg the m- 
' rtotn* iH*t of ttx torteh x btHhrmmtifiuhto % *n: dwitur *ero ne- 
miomotta^sflfemtclfcic*^ Duma 

Dm Gfcrtlo, ana Jaoftk » ApeftoftU, ligudt JbtoBdjqpe potdtacm 
accepifTe crcdimu*— - Deo Vis, o homo, confiteri, qucm nofcos 
vukau feneie uuirpoflls; etdetbe ChUftf, in qua pcaafti, (atisfih 
cere aegltau — Forte (i Down latere, iicut homoem, eofoifles, 
aec Deo plufquam homini contort vduidfo fyift, a£, 
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and auricalar Confcfjipn in order to penance and 
the authpritativc^AbfoIaticnofEfinglcPr^it. Be- 
fides thofc other <If i{h holy men, whom I men- 
tion'd in the fecond part of . N a z a r* n u s, and 
who converted to Cbriflianity fo^reat a-ihare of 
Britain^, of upper and Iowa: Germany, with other 
countries* tis iofconteftably o wn ? d by the Learaccl, 
tint Sedulius the younger, Samso*** Viro*l, 
and QutuDius CumifiNs* with his companion 
and afiUtant Adkubwit, • a Frenchman -bred in Ire* 
land, wert the moft noted witnefles of truth) *ad 
the moft ftrenuous oppofers of error, in that age: 
openly decrying the abufes which had already got 
footings as well as thofc which were daily creep- 
ing in. They fpecially fignaliz'd themfelves agaiaft 
the ufurp'd authority *aod tyranny of the Roman 
See* the fuperftkious feafts and fafts ordain'd by 
it, the ignorance <amd leudnefc of the jprkfts and 
fryars,vuift traditions, the Avorfhipof imagcs,£unt«, 
or angck, payers Tor the dead and puflgatory, 
the celibacy' ot tbeclesgy, honoring of reiiques, 
- g°^g <>o pilgrkpagesi and the like. On the other 
hand, they nighty recommended the reading of 
the Smpfyresj as the ondy fure antidote againft 
all thefe fi&ions and abufes : and tho they were 
not quite free, or durft not declare chemfelves to 
be fo, from the infection of that dark and difmal 
time 5 yet, by many of their enemies own confef- 
fiotn theywerc the mod learned Arid pious that 
liv'din it. "Much lower than this, in the 14th cen- 
tury, ^we had among many others Richard Fitz- 
Ralph, a mtive 'of Dundalk where his anniver- 
fary is ftill ^bfcrv'd, fome time Chancellor of Ox- 
ford, Dean of Litchfield, and finally Archbiihop of 
Armagh. He was Scholar to the famous John Ba- 
coNTHcmpE^ftird tkentfakte Doftor jand contem- 
porary with the glorious Wicc-if, before whqfe 
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publication of the Bible in Englilh, he got the 
fame tranflatcd into Irifli. He wis grievoufly 
perforated by the Fryars, to whofe impofturcs he 
was a mortal enemy, and openly declared againft 
their impudence, luxury, idleness, craft, and fu- 
petitions, before the Pope and his Cardinals at 
Avignion* in the year ijf7- Many other fiich 
inftances I cou'd produce, were it as neceflaiy 
for your Lordihip as your Chaplain, to fliow that 
the antient Irifh ought not to be indifcriminately 
abused, by any who has a real value for Liberty 
civil or religious. 

IX. IF this be a digreflioh, tfe one of the 
molt excufable on feveral accounts, and particu- 
larly becaufe it is not fo long as to make us lofc 
fight of the fubjeft we had laft in hand 5 I mean 
the Chriftians being firft callM by themfelves and 
all others Nazarens, from Jesus of Nszartib 
ThcDoaor their founder : but not out of anyxontetnt at the 
&y« for K beginning, tho afterwards this denominatidn be- 
ofplrhJL. came a mar ^ of reproach, when the JcWilhChri- 
pagc io. ftians were thruft out of the Churchy and pro- 
nounced Heretics by the Gentite converts 5 who, 
two or three excepted, Wete wholly ignorant of 
' the Hebrew original, and very flighty vers'd in 
the Translations of the Bible. I /hall now quit i 
this fubjeft, onely beg leave to remark to your 
Lordfhip, that the name Cbriftian y wherin I 

* glory no iefs than in that now more particular one 

* of NazareH) has hot wanted orthodox Doftors to 
pervert the occafion of it. What We know for 

AS. i i,i 6. "certain is, that the Difciples were fitft fo calFd At 
Antmb: but whether by themfelves or others,! 
by friends or foes, is uncertain % tho fome thinks 
it was by the latter, from the words of Tacitus, 
which are ambiguous were he a judge of the fa&, 

that 
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that * l keifig adirns far their mms % the vulgar calTd 
them Chrijlians. But nothing is furer, than that the 
account of Cyril ofjerufalem is absolutely felfc. 
Jesus Cijn*ist (fays 3 2 he) being the fen of God, has 
iHmchfafdto coil us Christians. But fome body will 
Jay 9 the rpmeof Chriftiara is nefv^nor has it been in 
ufe heretofore ; and things newly, dam are frequently 
contrtdi&edyfar their very nofOflty^Jake. The Prophet if a . 6>. t t t 
prevented this obyeSien y faying) to thofc that ferve 1*. bat ' 
mc will^>e. given a new. name, which fljall t>e nifcrably 
blcfled on the earth. Let mask of the Jews* da ye £^£j 
feme theLqrdornot ? Sham therf ore your new name: thm are 
for you are caJTd Jews and Hraelites by Mosms wont to 
and by the ftthf^JPrtybets, both after the return from da 
Babylon apd to this, day. Where then is your new 
name? But-tye, after that we ferve the Lot i, have, 
a new names new indeed* but which will be bjejft4 
an the earth. This name comprehends the whole 
world; for that of the Jews extends o#efy u a 
certain county but the Christians to the ends of the 
earth* feein^fhe name of the otfely begotten fan of 
God ii > preach % Sure the Jews: inuft haw beea 
extremely ignorant or wilfully blind) that cou'4 
refill: the evidence of fuch admirable reasoning* ao4 
fuch profound undcrftandingof the ^r^r^frop^ 
Patriarch Cyril. What is there left fop u$ t« 
do in this cafe ? That Christ himfclf gave hi» 
followers the name o(CbriJHans r we are told hy 
Citrilj apd that they were firft fo caiTd at 
Antioch long after his death, we are told by 
Luke, Utrum borum ? If you believe the laftr, 
you contradict an Apoftle y it you believe the firft 
you comradi£t a Biihop* which is not fcldom the 
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ihoft dangerous of the two. But left € t fc f'L 
-might Hand alone, as he does' not, in giving a 
Wrong account of the name Christians $ there were 
afterwards certain Canons forg'd, pretended to 
have been decreed in the fecond Council of $« An- 
tioch (for if but two or three Apoftie*, 6r a few 
mere Chriftiam, mfet otf any fpeeiil otcafion, they 
muft presently be transform^ into a Council) the 
firffc wherfcf ordains, that fucb as believe in the 
LordjE$v$ 9 wke'we+e by tbofi of bit time calFd 
'Galileans, JlnuMfor the future be foWi Chriftkttra. 
To much the fame ptirpofe *4 Stm> as* who (tho 
•' ' the Doftor over-looks it) mikes Nazsraius and 
Nataremts to be the y*ry •* feme, as Well as the 
New Tejlament, and Jirvm in his VerfloftMof it, with 
many others : fo farfls Nnvzartnus frda\ being a 
blunder of traAfcribew, as wefaflfcientfy made out 
before. Very rifcdity granting to Dr. Makgey 
(Who 4s nbt conflferriM in the piflage* of C * r i l, 
unlets he makes himktt (o ) that {be Ghriftians 
Were nicktiim'd by their ignorant etiemks Gait* 
U*m^ 1 teave i to him 'the defence of thofe feveral 
ApoftoJkal Synods^ that are enumerated by the 
tatieftte. I pft overabundance of things that he 
teoft wrongfully imputes to me, but cannot over- 
look- the malickrtjV turh < he givdi to one of my 
QjerieS for InforifiatSon to travdlors, the greateifc 
mark* of candor and exa&nefs I couM poffibly 

&W&. < : The fece*i3 Querie is this. Since *toe find 
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tu&iHnw U ***** wptpmtpi W&Z$i&w «; T&jk&ju, aw /- 
<tro/. In voce N*£»£$e/©-. 
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Jbat the Mahometans charge our Gofpcli wfb cer± Appendix 
ruption and alteration in many things and partUmr L° a ^ fn ' 
larly * that Mahomet'* ndmew4sraz 9 d opt of them* 
as likewife, tut of the Pentateuch and the Pfalms j 
you ate to inquire of the mojl learned^ judicious and 
candid among tbem^ how tbey can prove fucb expun- 
9iom or interpolation^ if tbey have up authentic 
Irtpw to confront with purs? or t in cafe they pretend 
+Pk haw fucb copies* you are fur their ,to iwpme* what. 
#fo they m$ke #/ 'em? whether any pari of their 
Gofpfl foxever read in their Mefihs*? or whether it 
is $r bpemfd enefy by the Clergy 'and tfat learned? 
.XlMt'fcbe Mahometans charge wxtGofpels with 
thofc altet&tiofis, -M on all hands undeniable ; and 
' who fees net* that the<tefiga of my Cjycry was tp 
koow, whether^ che G^i attributed to Barna- 
bas or any othfcr (far Roland feys they have 
icwe in '* Arabic ai?d Spaniih) be of any Public 
authority arapog them $ and to have fuch DQoks 
brought into the hands of the tutiousj as I 
did that of Barn abas? None but Dr. Man- 
&Ef is capable to fuppofe, thatj cou'd think any 
other copies of the Go/pel* except Mahometan 
forgeries, cou'd contain Mahomet's name. 
But without redrawing my inquiry, as I carefully 
jdid my feWy to Mahometan Countries, he^fays in 
the 1110ft general terms : and that he max not come Page 34.; 
behind' any Mvffulinau of them all in tbtir daring 
ftupid couje&um^ he propofith it as a grave $>ueriefaj t 
traveller t 3 whether any copies of the holy Scriptures, 
nnitb MahoM e t V name in tbem^ cUn be found to 
- cmfrmt with ours / If (uch a vile prsu&tce meets with 
**o difcouragement, your Lordfhi p knows of whom 
t cannot poijfflbiy have % good opinion : and that 
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' 1 cannot help beliewflg it is not the Church of 
Rome alone, that judges no faith ought be ob* 
ferv*d towards Heretics. Another foul tnifrepre- 
ienration ( unlefi *k be meritorious to ufe fomc 
men at fuch a rate; is, that I approve the Sahba- 
thariam, for th> fatot reafbn that I do all perfim 
and things ft hat ateagainft the Efiabttjbment ; wher- 
a& I onely accoutred for arid excused their fcrupM» 
but fho^r *d at the feme time that none of theGentile 
Chriftians was bofcrid to the obfervttton of the 
Jewifli Sabbath, that the practice of *he Jewish 
Chriftians was Tgnoraritly drarwri* by fomc of thofc 
of the Gentile ftock into the nature of * precept, 
or as an example of ihdifpcnfablc imitation i that 
the prefent Sabbatharians ^rere wrong in the ap^ 
plication of what the Jewifh Chriftians an4 fomc 
of themifled Gentile Chriftians did,' With the reft 
that may be read in my book, to which I rcferr your 
Lordfhip. This, one wou'd think* is not approv- 
ing, but corre&ing arid converting*' and 1 fancy 
1 cotfd ' produce trlore Seventh-day; Sabbath-mea 
convinced by tny~feafoning, than your Chaplain 
*can Arians or Socihians reduced to orthodoxy by 
hh'Plahi notions.. I forbear making acolle&ion of 
fcveral paflages where he affe&s to talk as noffcrums, 
of things longfincc made public by the Learned, 
of which I fhail onely give two examples. He 
fufpettstbe latter part of the Epiftle of Barnabas, 
to bt apart of that *»f /V/tf Do&rine, fcattef } d thro- 
-oNftbt Apoftolicaf Conftitutions. But the famous 
'4)0 dwell declar'd this fufpicion many years 
-ago', -and it has been fince transcribed, tho can- 
didly under his name, by the no lefs famous ,5 Fa- 
: briciu*, not to fpeak of Dr. Grabe. Thus again 
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be vehemently fufpeffs, that the prohibition of things 2*&*oy 
firangTd does not belong to the te#t: h wheras the 
learned Curcell,eus (whom he has tranicrib'd 
without naming him ) did labor this point, above 
half a century fince, and, tow^uvds the very be* 
ginning of the chapter about it, faysj that be defer- 
'vedly **fufpe3s this claufe, being not onely not ac~ 
knowledgd by many antient Fathers ^ but evendireSly 
rejcdled as Juppofititious or folded. . I fhall not in 
this place enter into the merits of this caufe, $ut 
I am pcrfuaded, iths^t if I us'd 90 m6re forma- 
lity about queftioqing the genuinaefs of a paflagc 
in the text * i^ wau'd be loudly proclaim 9 ^- that 
no Scripture was to ftapd in th$ way of my whim* 
fies. I ol>ferv'4 before one of the Qo&or's fine 
CriticiGns about the origin of the word Nazareq, 
widely different from the . r^afon given for it 
by Matthew. His, nuking me fay Periclete for 
Paraclete (which I never did, but that the Ma^^^^ 
hometans pretended Perielyt* (kotfd be read iflr T ^ &n(m 
ftead of Paraclete ) and then charging me with 4 &w lJtAw . 
want of skill in Grecc, is of a piece with the re$o£ t q. 9 NjK 
bisconduft* At his frequent niUiqg and falsifying zaren.p.1 3. 
of this fort elfwhere, I icorn to ilopj as all judi-. 
cious readers laugh at his. thrafonic and po^tivq 
way of writing, fupported by nothing put the 
want of knowing fapts, or the faqcy that 'ojfyerj 
will not examine them. 

* * . t * 

X. A3 no iuftice is to be done to my klL. Co 
it feems I muftdo none to ottoeft, px .they at Jcaft 
ought not to receive it at, my hands- We jhou'd 
be at a fine pafs indeed if certain envious and prag- 
matical creatures, whof$ notions ^re a$ narrow a? 
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thtir k*e of riches and power infatiable, ftouMj 
like the fryarc Abroad, prefcribe to us what con- 
dpGt to obfcrve* ind n*akc us afraid to whom we 
talk, or who (houM talk to us. God be prais'd, 
jny Lord ? it is not come to that yet. For my 
own part 5 I abhorr, I difdain fo pitiful and fervil 
a difpofitiom I fhalt with the urmoft alacrity 
imbrace every occafion of rendring their due to 
pfl forts of men, be their country or party what 
you pie&fe $ and will acknowlege what is valuable 
in my worft enemies, as well as in my beft friends. 
Nfcverthelefs your Chaplain is much' difpleas'd 
thaVthe Lord Biftiop of Bangor flioti'd be com- 
infended by me, and wou'd have his Lordfhip do 
fomthing to renounce my favors and compli- 
page 4. ments, as he calk them- I did indeed upon a na- 
tural becafioa, in the Preface to N AZARENUS, 
frg?*** from my heart extoll his Lord|hip ? s undaunted 
• courage, in nobly fijpport tag the caule of Mankind, 
of Christianity,' of the Reformation, and of the 
£airt, againft the enemies of them all $ notwith- 
ftanqihg the malicious, : fcurrilous; and barbarous 
treatment with which he met for fo doing. For 
thefe feafons I profeft to reverence him in the pro- 
fbuhdeft mariner^ thp abfblutely unknown to 
fcirti/aa! I am fbftilfj and tho we (houM differ in 
many tHings T as 1 am certain we do: uniformity 
of fentiments in all things not being thought by 
me either dcfirable^or expedient, let alone that it 
ifr impolSble. My good opinion of this excellent 
Prelate, who tofttinues to be (b rancouroufly *• 
1 basM by the enemies of the Proteftant Religion 

•And the Royal femily, is iKll the feme ^ norftiouM 
I altferirj had he the weaktiefs to rejeft my juft 
praife s ; for many Jarage men have been perfectly 
afun down before now by clamor and calumny, and 
fortfM wretchedly to kiccumb before the molt 
wqrthlcfs of mortals. But this Inaugurate will 
'' ;> ' " '" : ' ; ' l never 



never be his Lordfhip'* oafe, that firii Principle 
of the Reformation, which be maintains daily 
getting grounds even by. the oppofition made to 
it: and he in theprofecutionor it, fhowing him- 
fclf to he fway'd by none.pf tibofc (brdid aims, 
which might flacken his ardor > or by fuch mean 
politics, as wou'd be furc to fully his fame. Nor 
m be the onely one among our preient Biihops far 
wbofe piety and learning I have, on many occ*» 
fions, teftiry'd my unfeigjj'd refpeft. What if I 
differ from their Lotdfhips in fome foeculativte 
points of a dubious or diflkuk nature? I finccroljr 
agree with them in the life of Chriftianity, m 
mutual charity, in the toleration of tender con- 
ferences, in tne love of knowledge, the hatred 
of fop&rftition, and the prefervauon of civil li- 
berty. Tis doubtleis more unwarrantable in 
ray adverfaries to differ from them about thefe 
eternal truths, than for me to : differ from them 
about any dilutable inftitutions , were they 
ia the right, • and I happen to be ever Co 
much in the wrong. Thdr J.lapprovmg me 
in fome points, wou'd never induce me to diC- 
own what I approved in them. Some of thebefl: 
friends I have in the world differ from mc inmst- 
ny things, which hinders them not from loving 
and efteeming me (which affections are reciprocal; 
on the account of other things, more important 
to life and fociety. I frankly declared in NA- p rc f fP . 13> 
Z A REN US, that I conversed with men of all i + . ' 
nations and religions $ provided they were matters 
of #iy art, foience, or other good quality, by 
which I might reap benefit or entertainment. 
They, who teach their followers to avoid any, 
except men of flagitious lives, are afraid their ig- 
norance or their deceit may be difcovev'd. But 
let it be owing to what motive you will, it can- 
not procede from the knowledge of truth, whicjh 

N 4 * muft 



i*4 MANGO NEUTES. 

muft be proof againft all the attacks of error * 
nor yet from the love of truth, which-leads to in- 
quiry, and confequcntly to promilcuous commur 
nicatioq. How little this fecial virtue is pra&is'd 
needs not be told, fince men of different opinions 
in religion are taught to fhun each other, as if it 
Vere a fundamental article of their faith. It be- 
comes at lead as habitual as if it were fo. I cou-d 
pever admire Conrad Rittehshusius 
after reading the following p^tTage, where, (peak- 
ing of A v so nius, I particularly wonder, fays, 
* 9 he, that a ChriJHa>ntnaq Jbou'd cultivate a'friend- 
fhip (and no vulgar one, but fo intimate as for the 
'one to call the other fatter) with Symmachus, 
a mojl bitter enemy to this profeffion : for that fuch 
he was, appears from bis own Addrefs to the Empe- 
rors $ and from the anfwers made to- it by Pru- 
J)entius and Ambrose. This, Irepeatit, 
is to me a wonder : for what agreement can there be 
in other things between thofe, who difagree in the 
very foundation, which is the true Religion ? But 
infriendjbip there is required a perfect agreement, as 
well in things divine as human. ' Pray, who has a 
right to require fuch a chimera, fuch an impoffi- 
bility ? and as for your qyeftjon, I anfwer, that 
pen who differ about the true Religion, may 
very well agree and receive mutual improvement 
in a}l things befides ; otherwife the true Religion 
piuft be the fouqdatioa of agreement in critical 
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39 Mfror et ilkKj, potuttffe virum Chrifti«roin caw infenfiffi- 

jno Jiujus nominjs hofte Symmacho (taJem cnim flhim fuifle 
'iconfht ex ipfius relatione ad Augg. etpRUDENTii atque Am- 
b r o s 1 1 st& yam refpbnfione) amicitJim eolerc, ncc earn vulga- 
ftva, fed intimam ideo ut akcr titerum patrenvindigitaret. Mi- 
|um hoc, inquam fnihi : nam quae ccreri* de rebus confenfio 
efr porcrt ? ubi in fundaonenro iplb, quod eft vera religio, aliqtii 
jdifT'nriunt. In 3micitia au'rem rerum divinarum et bumanarijm 
'coofemip fii«Hha rcquif itur. In Epfl. a/SoLOM. Panther V m. 

learning. 
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learning, poetry, painting, mechanics, and 
not. If tne phdofbphers and travellers of anti- 
quity bad made the tenets of their peculiar feds,, 
or of the religions of their country, the tefts of 
intercourfe and endearment wherever they dwelt 
or travelled $ we had been ignorant at this titnt- 
of a thoufand things, no lefs ufeful than ornamen- 
tal to life, which they learnt by x free and friend- 
}§ communication with all men* 

XI. The oppofite conduft renders many, who 
wou'djpafi for men of letters, both favage and 
fenfeleisMifanth ropes. I remember Mr. Wottok, 
whom I do not reckon in this number, {peaking 
of Spinosa, has this * paflage, which per- p V4T- 
haps he wou'd not at prefent juftify. Mr. To* 
land affeSts to treat him tenderly , and Jays, be 
thinks all men ought to he fo treated in matters of 
mere /peculation^ having their immoral aSiens (if 
they he guilty of any) to the care of the taw r and 
the ammadverjfa* of the magifirate. So I think 
ftill, notwithftanding I differ from Sp i no s a in 
the very ground-work of his Philofbphy, and 
that I was at that fame time confuting him. I 
can commend the man in many things, whom in 
other things I leave or oppofe : nor is there any 
procedure that expofes writers to more ridiculous 
extravagancies, than thinking themfelvcs obliged 
to anfwer every thing he advances, from whom 
they differ in any one thing. Had Mr* Wotton 
mafic this reflection, he wou'd not think it in- 
confident, that I call Spinosa a great man, 
yet fay bis fyfiem of matter without motion is ^ t0 
jndigefted and unphilofophical. Tis fo for cer- EuVss. 
tain, as I have unanfwerably demonftrated to one Page 47. 
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of hisbcft friends; and yet Spinosa was for 
all that a great and a good man ill many wfpe&s, 
as may not onely be teen by hid works* butalfo 
by the Amunt of Iris Lift fines that time pub- 
lifh'dby Colbr^S) a Lutheran minifter, tho 
as contrary to fome of his fentitoents as any man 
breathing. This fame fpitit of choro-ftitch op- 
position lod Mr. WoTtaN to difcrover amy- 
ftery, of which I little dreamt, m rov addreffiq|t 
three Letters to Serena, a Lady tne moft ac- 
cotnplUh'd then in the world, b is prebakbh? 
jtge 73. leek" d for antafy prey* fayshey when be dire&ti 
his three firft tetters to a ponton. If indeidjotr 
fexjbeu y d enter into the irrttitfom natiens, which 
new prevail toe mush among wen y the next genera- 
tion wotid he trreoeverdhly lofi: ft that I vtondtr 
mty Hjte the Ladies addrefi to in hoais tf this fort. 
When they. areprevaiFd with f the work it dew~Bu1, 
God be thanked^ Religion keeps np its antberity in a 
great meafure with your fexftiU? and God. gram it 
may ever do fa. Forbearing all other remarks on 
theft lines, I beg your Lofdfliip to obferve* that 
Religion is here, by a Divine of the Church of 
England, made to fubfift only by the wortie© * 
and that, without their influence, it wou'd* for 
3B the men, be irrecoverably loft even in the 
next generation. I am as much afhun'd and con- 
cern'd, my Lord, for this lingular paflage> as if 
it had been penn'd by my fdf, or on my behalf* 
considering what is proverbially meaat in every 
bodies mouth, by the devout female fen. The wo* 
/ men have been m all ages noted for fupporting 
Superstition, grounded on &nciful,gaudy, 
timorous, and weak notions of the foperinteoding 
powers * which therfore ought to be ever care- 
fully diftinguift'd from Religion, grounded 
on the cleared ideas of God, and the flxongeft 
reafonings ^bpu* his goodnefe, power, and provi- 
dence. 
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dcncev : In the mean time I ihall help' my friend 

to a cdtiple of emineftt writers, whbfc authority* 

he may trfe againft me if he plfeafes, The one's 

a Heathen, the other a ChrifHan, Tts a thing 

univer fatty taken for grant ed, fays 4* Strabo, 

that women #re the ringleaders of Super ftition 5 

they teaze their husbands into alt forts of worjhip of 

the Godsy into the observation of feafts and f aft s : but 

tis a rare thing that any man y leading a Jingle life y 

is found to be fucb a perfon. For all my intereft 

in the Batohelors, and my refpeft # for the Ladies, 

I am forry the Zeal of the women fhouM for 

the moft part appear the very fame in Turkey a* 

in Chriftendom, among the Heathens as among 

the Jews. But not to forget the other writer, 

when the Priefts come into a family? * 2 lays Mrv 

Selden, they do as a man that wot? d fire a 

houfe. H& does not put fire to the brickwall? hut 

thrufts it into the thatch, tfbey work upon ttm 

women,) and let the men alone. Hippocrates, 

a greater man than either of them, attributes this 

pronenefeof the Women to Superftition ** to their 

very nature^ as being of a fnore weak and fearful 

difpofiiion than the men. How true this may be I 

will not inquire,efpecially when they tttfilh women % Tim. !•' 

laden with fins? led away with diverfe tofts? ever ** 7 * 

learnings and never able to come to the knowlege of 

the truths to qfe the Apoftle Paul's expreffions. 

Yet doubtl^fs their execfles of this kind, and their 

being fo eafy a prey to defigning Priefts, is as 

V 

41 'ATam* y*Q t** Aw/JWft«ri*f *?x*yov{ uwr<u 

cn-nvtov /'«/ T#* etvmtt Kd&Atrrw £w 9 tvytcrKiTtti twovtoj. 
Lib. 7. psg. 4f^» *&. JSmfi. 

41 In his TdSU-taiky page io^. edit. Lond. 171&. 

45 A3-vft«TCf n yttf kcli oKtyo^vxoTtf* $v<m w yvv&t*.u*+ 
Xli&L TTA^maVk cap. t f 

much 
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much owing to education a&tp. nature^if not more j 
as I (how'd in the Preface to thofe Letters /#.§£,* 
rena, which cave Mr. Wottok an oppor- 
tunity of complimenting the women at the ex- 
penfe of his own order. But what will not a 
man fay, who's refolv'd to throw, .whatever he 
meets in his way at his adverfary ? without con- 
fideriag, that, inftead of hurting the other, it 
may defile qr burn his own fingers- Thus Mr. 
Wot ton io his Letftr to E*usebia, when 
Mfa Mr. T o.t and {peaks of bugkears y and elves y and 
geniiy and fuel? tike cant\ he weans thfi doftrines of 
jE.sus Christ God and Man, of three per/on* 
in the trinity > of the Redemption "wrought by our 
hlejfed Saviour upon the Crofs^ of heavw and belly of 
fpod and evilfpirits* A man muft be planet- ft ruck 
or infatuated' that either believ'd this himfelf, or 
thought he cou'd make others believe it. In a 
Letter concerning the origin and force of PrejudueSy 
IPS firft of thofe to 44 Serena, as I was {how 
fng the fucceifivc growth and incrcafe of Preju- 
dices thjro every, ftep of our lives, I begun with 
the impreflions we receive in the womb, from the 
conftitution of both our Parents, or from acci- 
. dents particularly* befalling our mothers, and then 
V*&4,j, preceded thus. We are prefently after our birth 
deliver 'd to nurfes f ignorant 'women 'if the meaneft 
vulgar % who infufe.into us their errors with their 
tnilk* ft i$h thing, us \yi{o quiet with the menaces of 
raw-head and Woody-hones* buggk-boes and bull-beg 
gars, jgwf left we fhou'd be loft by wandring abroad, 
er drop into wells or rivers, they terrify us with 
fiorks of fpirits and hobgoblins , making us believe 
that all lonefom places are haunted, and that the in- 
vijibte powers are principally aftive and mifcbhvm 



44. Printfcf for Mr. Lin tot at the Crofs-k^ys, betweqathe 
«Wf Tfnpplegarcs in Flcetftt<et, 1 794,. 
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in the night tfate. What is thus invented at the be* 
ginning to keep children under government (a govern* 
-ment that indeed makes 'em mtferable JUms ever af- 
ter) is believed by them in good earnefi "when they 
grow older, wberby the whole generation and country 
come to be perfuaded of it at lafi : : and this to fact 
a degree, thai many people, otberwife prudent enough* 
dare mtjleep alone in a chamber, nor travel but by 
day-tight ; much left have they the Courage to enter 
into empty houfes, or churches. From odrNapffc wo 
are brought home, where we areftittpfct Into worfo 
bands among idle and ignorant fariumts * wboji 
chit fe ft entertainments are difewrfesof fairies, elves\ 
witchcrafts^ wal&tethofo 9 fortant-Mling, confute 
ing aftrologers,' or jueh other chimerical doings : d& 
lighting to fright or delude one another, not Jeldom li " " 

carry on their private intriegues * which things, how- 
ever intended,never ) : aii to make fatal impreffions ontbe 
children, and for the mofi parti our parents are not 
wifer. Then we are. font out tofchool, whither all 
the youths^ come equally infeSed from home, and hear 
of nothing there hit demons, nymphs, genii} fatyrs, 
fauns, apparitions* propbefies, transformations, and 
other fiupendous mkaclet. We tell all ear ftories a* 
v*r again among ourfelves, ami what may be cm* 
ceaVdfrom a child in a prudent family, * he's fare po 
hear of it atfchool, t$c. I go on in the fame man- 
ner, without the fcaft allegory or other difguife, 
to the peculiar prejudices contra&ed in Univerfi* 
ties, Churches, Courts, and all ffcmons of life $ 
and have now produced this long pafiage, not 
onely becaufe your Lordfhip was out of England, 
when my book was publifli'd : but alio to rtiow 
that a man mud; have abandoned all regards of 
confeience, and believe others- deftttute of com- 
mon fenfe, when he gravely aflUres, that when [ ubi fapn. 
fpeakof bugbears, am elves, and genii, and fitch* . 
tike cant, I mean tba do&rms of* Jews Christ 

God 
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Gid and Man* *f three per/ons in iAr trini$y\ ml 
of the Redemthn wrought hy 9*r bUJftd Savior 
to the Cwfs} 8cc. I have never from the begin- 
ning co this day treated of thefe do&rmes in any 
of my books* nor even mentioned them except 
&here I deiiy'd the charge of Sotimanifm $ the 
authors of which afperfion I do here in my turn 
charge with ftMhood, hypocrify, fraud, and im- 
piety, After fhamelefly defaming a Man, and doing 
their utmott to ruin him by the meaneft of prac- 
tifes | yet when they are detected or difeppointed, 
they make not the leaft advance towards reftoring 
ttoe good n*n*c e>f him they have injur'd : but* 
like the adulterous woman in the book of Prr* 

trot. 30, vtrfof theywip tbtir mouths y and fafo w* have dm 

** mwkhdnefs. 

X IL N O R i? what I have here written on 00 
cafion of Mr, W otto n, any digreftion (my Lord) 
but Serving for example to^hc fubje£t of the lad 
and the preceding Paragraph : which is* that 
certain men will neither allow themfdves nor 0- 
thm to commend v any thins* in oht from whom 
they differ * and that they do not ftick at faying 
any thing to h« prejudice, be it ever fo improba- 
ble or £ven falfe Thefe are the men who give 
Religion the, deepeft wounds, and who are not 
onely the real and moft dangerous unbelievers, 
but who likewife temt the unwary and inconfi- 
derate to become fiich : for if they were heartily 
pecfuaded of the do&rincs of Chriftianity 5 they 
WouM not, in direct opposition to them, abandon 
all truth and charity * nor wou'd others think, 
they only made a gainful trade of teaching thofe 
holy do&rincs, . but becaufc they perceive ahei 
pra&ife glaringly contrary to their profeffion 
Now fincQ I am on this head, and that,, at the 
beginning of thi? Letter^ t made out my right td 

demand 
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demand jufhce <>f tbbfc among your LorcUhip** 
Clergy, who had injur'd me $ I mall lay before yoti 
the canfe of feme nrafonable complaint, I Concetvfc 
to have* againft Dr. H a r ft, a Prebendary of your 
own Cathedra}- This learned gentleman hooking 
meinpo a work of his, without the lead occafi- 
on o* provocation, I publifti'd the following &d- 
imfifment on the id of laft February, in the Paft* 
mm and in St:Jamefs Earning Pofi: « &%era$ 
the JteverendBr. Ha r ^ in the Pofiftrift to the 
4fb $dithn of &s SirrmpH (Chni^h^Aath<>Tky y In- 
ditatcd) fuhUflfdfap frutay, fpeakingef the right 
reverend the Bifiop <f% a n & on V Writings^ ufee 
the following* writ ** page 48 y ft tnoft be at- 
lowM hisLordfliip^jfldgps vety trucly, when he 
fays, they are frint refemblancts of Mr. C tt t l* 
wNoto ftYHs fi>* envy it felf muft own, his 
Lorctfhip has fome likenefs to that great man* 
juftAich a one as Mr. To land has to Mi". 
Locke, who, in Cbrifiianity not Myfterims^ ft 
often quoted to fopport notions he never dreamt 
of. New this is to inform all tbofe who have not 
redd Christianity not Myfterious, that I have 
newer nam'd Mr. LoCKfi in any edition of thai 
book * and that farr from often footing him* I have 
not as mutb 4s brought one quotation out of him to 
iupport notions he neter dreamt of. / hope 
Air. Lo cke bWnfHf may fa beard in a matter, 
*&)hefin he's fo nearly concerned. In the difpnte fe- 
tnmen him and the then Bijhop of Wertefter^ Dr. 
3 t* lli ng1?le B t, bis Lordfbip tvas pleas' d to 
affirm^ that what be kppefd in my book was built 
rtiptfr. Locke; cftvbitb allegation the latter in 
his fc^ond Reply, Efficiently jbews the falfty. 
'The Author of Cbrifiianity not Myfltriousy fays work*, 
h*> fiippofcs that we muft have clear and diftind vol. i»pag« 
ideas of whatevw we pretend to any certainty 4* 8- 
of in our mind. Yon? Lordfhip call* this a new 

' way 



i $ t MA NIG ON E UTE SL 

c Way of reaftmiog. The Gentleman of dm ne* 

4 way of reafoningk in hi* firft chapter, fays fom- 

4 thirfg which has a confoanity with fame noti- 

- 4 ons in ray book : hut it is to be obfenr'd; be 

4 fpeaks them as his own thoughts, and not upon 

4 my authority, nor with taking any notice of 

• 4 me. Thus ag4in y granting thai I made nfe of 

9 words fonrwbat like his {as who has read any good 

Ibid page, 4 PhiIofopber y that dots not do t be fame?) I hum- 

44* , * My conceive alfo*. fays be 9 that he made ufc of 

4 them as his own, afad not as my words 3 for I 

4 do not remember* that he quotes me for them. 

' This I amefure, that in the Words quoted out 

4 of him by your.Loixtthip, upon which my book 

' is brought in, there is rot one iy liable of cer* 

6 tainty by Ideas* The Bijhop bimjelf was. fore 1 d 

4 at lafi to <own 9 .that Mr^hQCKn and I went 

f upon different grounds - 9 my Be: averr'djbat mine 

4 - were the better (whether ibjvfticc to me* or oppo* 

4 fition to bim y I leave to the judgement of the pub- 

tbU. page 4 lie) upon which Mr. L o c ^ e reply* d* I am fup- 

441- 4 pos'd to &y, that the caufe why I continue un* 

f fotisfy'd if, that theAutho* mentioned went up* 

f on a ground different from, mine : and, to la* 

£ tisfy me, I am told his way is better than 

4 mine, which cannot but be thought an anfwer 

4 very likely to fatisfy me. He Jbows y in a word, 

4 fbfit Ivias mifreprefented as well fl$ himfelf \ and 

4 fnejfes the Bijhop of VTorcefier to produce the pa* 

4 * rallel places apt of him and m*% as I do hereby call 

4 upon the, Dean pf tVorcefter to-JboWy where I have 

4 often*- or opes quoted Mr. Lo.QKfc to fupport no* 

4 tions he never dreamt of. As Mr* Locke 

4 then took notice y that hi? name and mine were to 

4 be joined* po matter what iti#yi< fo people cannot 

4 but , now obferve* the fame .art (fee is us\d with re- 

4 gard to the Bijhop of Bangor: far* which favor 

* of introducing me into fo t £wd company* I thank 

4 both 
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w \ 4 fotlf the dignitaries of fForceftery tho Ifiou'dtoe- 
L \ ver importune any bodyjo r violate the rules of can*' 
m / * dor and decornm 9 in doing me a like kindnefs* 
c ' JOHNTGL4N T>. Every body did me all 
thfc juftice tHen,' I eou'd reqiiire on tnis occafioh, 
except Do&or Hari himfclf : who, farr from 
giving glory to God, and ^ngenuoufl^ ackhow- 
Ic^guuj his faulty gets in(ertea in the C our ant of 
next day, theft words 5 c Injtead of is often quo* 
€ ted, read 1 makes great ufe of Mr. Locke's 
* principles. Firft Mr. Locke peremtorily dif- 
pwns,that I made any ufe ofhis principles to fupport 
notions be nevejr dreamt of$ and fecondly, it ap- 
pears by the whole conne&ion, that this emen- 
dation was not in the Do&or's thoughts at the 
fceginninjp or ibppofing it were, that it ferves his 
caufe as Uttteas tat other way of (peaking : fincc 
I proceded upon different principles from Mr. 
Locke, snd 1 principles that are better, if you 
^believe the then Bifliop of Worcefter. In fine, 
^po Sfip of the Pen f nor any of the methods laid 
down ny an ingenious 4s writer, can poffibly falve 
the Doftqr froin oblique dealing : as the drawing 
toe by the head and moulders into his pamphlet, 
was unnecefianr i if not fpightftil, with regard to 
xi»e or fome other. I fay it aeain, that it wouNd 
fiavc been no condefcention belpw his dignity, 
^Ince he votichfaPd to take notice of me at all, if 
he had accused his memory, or in any other man- 
ner own'd his miftake * inftead of having recourfe 
to fhifts that deferve a courier name, than I am 
willing to give, out of the refpeffc I pay him on 
other accounts. He fhall find no man more ready 
to proclaim his real merit, as I ihall have fome 



m»» 



4f A jforfE/fy npmhpag \>or * thfence of « rtvertnd DiGNf- 
4MRY, vko frgn$4t^tk*?erftcutm pf Mr. Tqlah*, fir s Lapfus 
calami. 1710. 

O mccafion 



194 MANGONEUTES. 

occafion to do fo, before I finiih this Letter. 
- Uniformity of fentimenrs, as I have already told 
your Lordfhip more than once, fhpll never oe the 
ftandard of my eftecm > and Candor ihall ever 
weigh more with me than Learning or Parts, 
which vet with all the world I highly admire. 
. How divine was that faying of Prince Eugene! 
when fending a mark of his favor from Leicefter 
houfe to the reverend Mr. Whistonj tbo lap- 
prove not all bis fentiments ( faid he to £n imperti- 
neht zealot) yet Iefieem hint, asfufferingfor what 
he's perfuaded to be tbe truth. What a reproach is 
. ;his to his Proteftant Perfecutors, out of the mouth 
of one of the Roman communion ! 

XIII. I KNOW not if I ought to reckon 
one Mr. Paterson, who dedicated his book 
to your Lordfhip, among my adveriarics, whe- 
ther his defign or his performance be confider'd. 
The book was not originally intended againft mc, 
and was even ofFer'd to the Frefi, before the little, 
that is faid about me at the beginning and the 
end, came into his thoughts. The body of it is 
all patch'd up of Mr. Lesley's four Marks, mi- 
ferably disfigur'd, as one running may perceive. 
He who told him, that to make it pals for an 
^jfnfwer to NAZARENUS might help the fale, 
intended him I believe a kindnefi* nor wou'd I 
grudge him getting a penny by my name, tho I 
fancy he us'd it fo unartfully as to inifcarry in his 
aim. He's fo little apprized of the fubjeft I ban- 

Anti-N*- ^ c >- ** to wr * tc t ^ s P«™ge- %be title <pf NAZA- 
we?™, REN US promifes fomtbing of Gentile Cbriftianith 
P»gc 69. which fiird me with vain expectations of a new Sy- 
ftem of Mythology, a fecond edition of Myftagogus 
Poeticus, by Mr. J. Tolandj or fomtbing of 
that nature like the reft : whereas both in my pre- 
face and in my book, I fhow'd that thofe of the 
' + " gentile 
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gentile race, who believ'd on Chkist, were 
not bound to the obfervation of the ceremonial 
and national Laws of the Jews, and were in this 
refpeft call'd Gentile Chriftians in contradiftin&ion 
to the Jews > which laft were to add the dodrine 
of Christ to their peculiar Ritual and Econo- 
my ( facrifices excepted ) which they are ever in* 
difpcnfatly oblig'd to follow, to the uttnoft of 
their power wherever they live. How well I prove 
this point is another confederation * butt have of* 
fer'd fo much towards it, that I fancy none of my 
readers, except Mr. Pateksqn, cou'd be at a 
lofs to guefs what I meant by GtntiU Cbriftianity. 
His infipid upbraiding of that mo£b illuftrious Re- 
former Calvin (whom he, and his brother Man* 
gey affed to ftile John Calvin, by way of page?*: 
contemt) as incroaching on the [acred Prieftbood1nti*fcn1k 
(tho the word Priefihood was difown'd by Calvin 2^*2^ 
as well as the thine) dcmonftrates his profound ig- p^* ^ 
norance j efpeciaUy, when, a few pages after* *" * ^ 
wards, he reckons Zuinglius and Beza among ^dou 
the holy Succeffm of the Jpoftles. Let him find Page 77. 
fome affiftants who will undertake to fhow, that 
Calvin flood upon a different bottom from Zuin* 
glius and Bezaj or acknowlege that he was, 
no lefs than they, one of the Apo file's holy Sue* 
cejffors. If he's not able to do the firlt, nor any 
elfe for him, your Lordfhip will own that your 
Dedicator unaerftood nothing of what he wrote, 
and that his quarrel is with the mere found of the 
word CALVIN. Tis indeed a name that, has 
founded harfhly in the ears of all High*Church~ , 
men from the beginning, as being no friend to 
their unfcriptural Traditions, nor to the fuperfti* 
tious Worihip and prieftly Dominion they wouM 
eftablifh by their means. Such as aim'd onely at 
Englifh Popery, have treated him with the di£ 
dainful (mile, the fpiritual leer, and a fort of 




miffeft ftflignity; dtfily dcciimfig intt ttrifcififtt 
niaifice: while they, whd loafc'd fiuther With a 
wiftiful eye towards Romah PdpBty, flfcVifr ob* 
fciVd iny meafuhs With him* but vetted all thfc 
rage of tbfchr he*rt& ih the mod: fcufrUcrtfe inddp* 
pWfcritms ttfrmi, tfhttifcvtt . thfcy torti octtfifcn to 
richttbfc him. Whit A hfeap of fctodfcl Jgiinft 
hHh cdtfd I produce, out Of th<* Wteihgs Of prfr* 
feft advocates for thft Church of Eriglahd* hut ift 
clfeSfc hifer teoft dat^fcrous enferifes ! nor did I fevet 
Wint a fbrer fharfc, Whferby to difcover iti on* 
fouhd ft-oteftatae, or a cerfc*al\l Pajnfy than ftd 
heir any (peak cKfrtfpcafully of ihofc tvto bfcfled 
ihftrutocnts of feftirieng Ghriftte* Libfertyy Ltj- 
t n e k and C a lV i tr. A* tfcey toafcfiteiiaotifly 
' pleaded againft the ptefendfed ihfkllibiiity of 0* 
thcrt, and honeftly avdw'd tbtfr oWn fattibilrty > 
fo fietag men of fcfce from* %ith the rtft of their 
fpecfcs, they had their paffionsuYid toiiftak*%. Thfc 
. ' joitt rule, with refipftft to aH rotakift*, Is to dtmo* 
minate a perfon from his iprtdominitfft 4juaKtfc». 
- He's the Wiftft *ho*s giiiky of the fcfcft Mit% 
aihd the hioft Virtuous who cdmfriits tfife ftWeft 
ftoks. Thofe Reformers had thfeir fbHtes and thrir 
faults, which their true admirers ate -as fait ftbbk 
deling, 'as drawing <nt6 fefcamplfe. But when 
I compare thfeir faittngs with their- , ekc*lleiieies, 
and above all when I confider their Courage, in 
eflaying to deliver from th* bafeft fiavtry a world 
fbttiihiy feewifch'd by firaudutentPritffii, themoft 
ungenerous, thetabft implacable, and cfnielleft of 
^liemtefr, I hefitate riot to givfc 'em the preference 
over all the Conquerors *6f aiitiouity. The very 
deBgning What they ^ftuilly performed, is above 
the cbmpleteft viirory over iftie moft numerous 
h6ft of barbarians. Confideting the gft>fe igno^ 
tfmee of the ages immediately ^tecMng theKe- 
lbftxiatibi^ the Wggotry of the greateft Princes* 
the raft influence of the Clergy, and the ftupendous 

fuper- 



%efftfei#a of tlic feqpta -i afli ftirpria'-d wfl 
^finitely more wandpr? that thofe Heroes 4U^ 
fover'd fp way IftHh* thai* that they cQiiqnu'd 
in any erotv- A^ upon the whole I am folly 
pfjfiR*if4> thfLt had tkey been as flrenupufly ftfc 
condtd by thpfe who can* after them, is they 
ttaiifelvt* began t my hid not their meafcrcs 
bee** in gf$«t pw* imprudently ehaqg'd* and t 
compofeuan wrreantly made in many rting? with 
the e^emy* Europe had long ere now iojoy'4 the 
giorioup pJwfc Qt the Qftfoh or UNIVERSAL 
TOLERATION, well confittent with N ATIOr 
NAL ESTABLISHMENTS ; but both of 
them, as tp their ultimate defign of nialang men , 

wifer and hotter, wholly incompatible with any 
ECCLESIASTICAL MONARCHY* orator 
Charch-sonftitution whatever independent on 
the State. J have done with Mr* Peterson, 
after begging the favor of your Lordfliip, wbo& 
authority fee* profe&dly revets*, to mate him at- 
Jedge the place, not in N AZ AR E N U S ooely, 
Jbut in $mf boofc I wer wwte, where I ofptf* the 
A*ab§ptifkt ? a* he afiiras I pretend to do, and Page 79. 
^rith the© the DgnatiAs* for as to thePapiifa, 
<\s freely gmnted : and if lie cannot ihow you any 
thing like this, then to know of him, for faring 
-what putpofe he told fo palpable an unttuthr 
*lfo further to convince him, that no good end 
can fee fery'd by fucb wicked means. The floe* 
ftion here is riot what I think of die AnabapciftsT? 
but why I ibou'd be bcougfrt on the flage oppo 
ifing thofe* with whom I never had a contrbr 
vcrfy ? and to whom I hare .willingly done $« ju- 
stice /as I ihalli>c. cv*r xcady to do to all forties) 
when by others miftaken or mifreprefented. I 
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46 See Suu**Aqst*iy 9 part id, pages 6* f 61, 6i, 73, tulfmem 
9ff*. 
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(hou'd never make an end, if I colle&cd all the 
fi&ons of this fort,that are fpread by others with as 
compos'd an air of gravity and aflurance,as if they 
were undeniable tacts. Nor are they vagrant 
Service-readers alone (the ntted fcandal of the 
Church* by their ikying or doing any thing for a 
model of bread) who authorize this dctcftable 
praftice. Have-not fome filly Laymen, after Dr. 
j^ Mangey's insinuating fo much without bluih- 
fcF *°gs reported that I did revile the Apoftle Paul, 
and call'd him all to nought? This exprcflionl 
heard with my own ears, in an Inn where I was 
not known. Wheras,. in the firft place, every 
thins of that kind in my book is out of the works 
of ttte Father s y fo much commended by my adVer- 
iaries,and wherof Clergymen are commonly the edi- 
tors. In the fecond place, I deliver'd them as the 
afperfions or folfe notions of P a u l's antagonists * 
fo that if I have in this refpeft abus'd him, the 
writers of the New fejlament and the primitive 
Apoloflifts have dealt as ill by J e s u s Christ, 
the calumnies of whofe enemies they have freely 
recorded, as occafioo required, But, in the third 
place, I have with a candor which has not been 
returned to me, and which I did notexpe& (fincc 
certain perfons I need not name feldom ufe it to* 
wards each other) defended the Apoftle of the 
Gentiles, againft the 47 prejudices of the very 
fed:, whofe principal tenets I cfpoufe, as to the 
original plan of Christianity. I have defended 
Paul, I fay, againft the Nazarens, for which 
thofe adventurers, who were not able to do it, or 
rather who expofe him ftiU more to the Jews* arc 
intempcratcly gngry with me : a violent prefum? 
• \ 

47 For the allegations fee Nazarenus, in pages 24, ac, 19* 
|o, j i, 3a, 3 f : for the defence, fee pages %6, 37/ 38, ri f fl* 

ft **. *j , *4> *r< $7. <*, $. •■ • - ? 



MANGON&UTES. 199 

tion that I am" in the right. At leaft they hive 
brought things to that pals, by their ordinary 
conduft in this refpeft, that fuch a conclusion is 
generally drawn from the levity, buffoonery, and 
fcurrility of heir ftile * no lefs than from their 
cavilling, prevarication* perverfe infinuations, 
downright fidfifying and falmoods. The bed on't 
is, that when they are told of the bittcrnefs and 
tmfoirnefs fo unbecoming their profeilion, when 
flagrant inftances are produced to prove them j 
then they complain aloud of being facrilegioufly 
abus'd, that the whole Order, that all Religion, 
that Christ himfelf, are levelled at thro their 
fides. But again the worft bn't is, that they're 
not onely laught at and disbelieved $ but thofe be* 
litv'd to be as guilty, or indeed more blame- wor- 
thy, who, having the power, (how not the will, 
to difcotmtenance and rcftrain them. > 

XIV. WHATEVER the event may be 
(my Lord) with regard to your Chaplain ana De* 
dicator, you'll be mtirely acquitted of all cone 
cern for Dr. Brett, who is no longer a mem* 
ber of our national Church, nor of any other 
Church on earth, if I rightly underftand him : 
for, to ufehis own words (in his treatife of Tra- 
dition neceffary to explain and interpret the holy 
Scriptures) if tberfore I am ask*d, fays he^ Page ft 
what communion I am of^ Imufi anfwer that I a fa 
of the communion of the Primitive Church, of that 
Church which "our S a v i o r and his jfpoftles fir ft 
planted at Jeruf^km^ from whence it gradually over- 
fpread the whole world) and from thence obtained 
the name of the one Catholic and Apofiolic Church. 
But fince Communion with fome particular Church 
is preft as indifpenfable by moft Clergymen (the 
Catholic Church being an abftra£fced idea from all 
particular Churches, or rather the idea of what 

Q 4 thofi? 
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thofc Churches pqghttobe)if ttatebe no particu* 
W Church fubfifling according t& the plan */ /iwf 
Churchy which cir Savior **t jfr Appfiles firfi 
planted a$ Jerufalem^ then the Do&or k of no real 
out oqcly of an ideal Cojnmnnioo :as I remapbe* 
old Mr. Stephens i*M to iay*thacfe* cpratpwiH 
cated with theGrcec Church jji.?#?4. Let's parti* 
cularize. That th* Church of Ropae agrees not 
iwith the primitive Church, the Do&or himfelfha* 
fatten the greater pains to prov®, ta that; be wa^ if** 
r 6 jurioufly charg'd with going eW ta Popery, The 
* Greec Church is t tinted .with the like aorrnptionSf *& 

Superftjtioug and . Idolatrous Worthm* a$ the 
Church of Rome, The foren tcfoevtfv Churcfce* 
are fair from coming up to the Apoftolic Church* 

Page +f. bw* u k *kf *lh * s ** ^ere ****& mewjeni* ctft off 

v ' fi&r *rakr of Bifbops. But mark the conference* 

they are not therforc fo mkich as Ghriftian^ er 

fucn as can expeft no falvation by their Chriftia- 

Page +*. oity. As they dejfcs'd the cmbmty #/, the Father 
(fays the Do&qr) *nd the unatwqpus confent and 
Tradition ^ the whole Churchy and trufi/d onely fo 
their own understanding in the interpretation 
of the Scriptures, they fell into this fetal error* and 
m therby deprived t hem/elves fif that Mirifiry which 
Cm H ist bad in/Hinted $ and confefnently of the 
Benefit of the Word and Sacraments* which he 
bad authorized bis Apefihs and their Sumfiors* and 
* fiech as were ordained by them^ to mm fieri which 
being admmfter'd by others net Jo authorized} are not 
of his Institution, and tberfore Ineffectual. 

Pag 6 49- c ^kurch °^ EngSkmd at the Reformation, the 
v ' in her prafticefhe deviated in feme material points 
from fife confentient Tradition of the fruely primi- 
tive and Catholic Church* yetftilljhe doctor 'd this fa 
be the rulejbe ought to proceed by, This Church* 
Page ft. * n the Doctor's opinion came nearefi to the primi- 
tive Communion of any Church in ibis part if the 

world 
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world at kafi j b*t the prefent Church of Eng- 
land has deviated fr ton it infeveral material points^ ibid. 
[neb (to follow his own emuueratiao) as are 
Cbrifm or ointment iti the ofjUe of. Confirmation ; 
mining Water with tie Bucharifiieat wine : making 
an QUation ^ the bread andwrn^ai a proper Sa- 
vific* of the refrefentatppe body and hfoedofCuMS? : 
Urinating the deftont of the Holy Ghost p* 
the alomonfs fa etfen% to make them Ch *i s t'c 
tody ami Hood in power and efe&: anointing tit 
fick with oil i and praying for dee dead, wbicpoave 
dfd in thf Utd with thojgn of faith. Jll theft . 
(continues the Do&or) are plamh wanting in the 
prefent Liturgy tf the Church of England^ and yet 
were constantly ufd and profits' d in that Churchy 
which fio herfolf accounts mo ft pure. For thefe, 
and certain political reafons (aeedlefs here to be 
ipccify'd) the Do&or has actually broke off Com- 
munion with the prefent eibabliih'd Church ; an£ 
as he has not dedv'd &r gay of the Ea&ern 
Churches, cawch lefc coafomnt than ours to the 
primitive Church* fo^ siy Lord> I ftuM take y, 
convenient opportunity to demonftrae that his 
conventicle is in itfl *dpe&s unlike to that Churchy 
which our Savior and his dpoftlerfirft planted 
atjerufalem (this being the primitive Churcc^ moiflt 
properly fo caU'd) wherin none ofhis material paints 
were pra£fcis'4 or, appointed (that of anointing to 
quite another pwpofc excepted) any more than 
they are found » oar pfefeot Liturgy, or in ufe 
among the other Reform'd Churches. I have 
been the more particular on this head* to {ho w 
that your Lordihip is not anfwerablc tor any ex* 
ceflbs, into which a ma* has run* who has for- 
Taken the cctemaunion of that Church, in which 
you hold fo canfiderable * rank, fthafe that entoll Page tf 
oer 9 as truefy Catholic land primitive in all refpeSSj 
lays he, wbenjke it apparently not foin divers ma* 

terial 
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terial points, do but indeed expofe her and tbtmj elves 
alfi $ by averting what all, that are well acquainted 
with the doSrine and religion of the primitive Church ', 
muft fee is not fo. Nay, the Popifli Churches of 
Italy, France, Spain, and Germany, are in fomc 
refpe&s preferr'd by him to our Englirti Church : 
Ftgc 1 07. for he (ays it is very certain that thefe, and all other 
Churches of that communion, have not fallen either 
from themfelves in their antient integrity, or from 
the Jpofio ileal Churches which were their founders 
[contrary to the aflcrtion of our thirtieth Canon] 
in the ufe of Cbrifm at Confirmation, in mixing 
water with the Sacramental wine, in the oblation of 
the bread and wine in the Eueharift as a proper Sa« 
crifice, in the unftion of the fick, and in praying for 
the faithful departed. It is conftifs'd thefe Churches, 
adds he, have corrupted and abused thefe inftitutions^ 
orfome of them at lead: but the Church of Eng- 
land has not thought fit to reform the abufes, but has 
forfaken and rejected the things themfelves. The c- 
quivocation of his Primitive, and the Nonentity 
of his Catholic Church, I (hall take another occa- 
£on, as I juft hinted, to fet in as clear a light as 
I can: In the mean time, Dr. Brett is as much 
(bperior to Dr. Mangey and Mr. Paterson 
in learning as in- temper. He draws very fubtle 
conclufions from principles, in my judgement, 
both precarious ana felfe : but if they arc once 
admitted by thofe in dilpute with him, they'll 
find it difficult to ward off the force of thofe 
ponclufions, which wou'd fignify nothing againft 
the firft Reformers $ or thofe who, following 
theni at prefent, make the Scriptures the fole iule 
of their Religion, exclufiveof all pretences from 
Tradition. However, the Do&or's miftakes ought 
to be no barr to his abilities, which are not a lit- 
tle fupported by his diligence. Thefe talents, 
Wherever found ? deferye rape$, tho they do not 

' $om* 
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command fubmiffion : and therfore Tmc forry & 
man fhou'd referable thole To much in any one thing, 
to whom he's fo unlike in moft other things. But 
fo it is, that with relation to the Canonical books 
of the New Tefiament^ the Apocryphal Gofpel of 
Barnabas, and the Gofpel of the Hebrews 
long ago deftroy f d, I have the fame reafon of 
complaint againft Dr, Brett, as againft Dr ? 
Mangey, Mr. Paterson^ or any other; 
and confequently what I have xeply'd to them, 
may ferve for an adequate anfwer to him, fo far? 
as he joins in the fame acculation > for which rea- 
fon I wou'd not be at the pains of quoting any 
paflages from him to this purpofe, did they not 
lead me to other things, not foren to the fuojoft. 
The Fathers, as not only I prov'd in Amyntor, 
but Mr. Dodwel and others long before me, 
frequently quoted Apocryphal books, as if they 
had been Canonical, or without advertifing that 
they were not fo. This led me to propofe for in- 
formation the following difficulty to their admi- 
rers. How the immediate fucceffors of the ApofiUf 
coifd fo grofly confound the genuin writings of their 
mafterS) with fuch as were falfily attributed to 
them ? or y Jince they were in the dark about tbefe 
matters fo early, how came fuch as followed 'em by 
a better light ? tfbe Anfwer, fays Dr. Brett, is Bref page 
very eafy if we have recourfe to Tradition, otherwife ' • 
it is infolvable: and therfore, continues be, I do 
not wonder that Mr. Toland in this book decries Naanm 
Tradition, and calls us to the Law and to the Te- g*fr| J, |*» 
ftimony, to the New Tcftament and to that alone, J^ *^ 
both for doSrine and difcipline. I have done fo: fun. 
but exprcfly declar'd it was Oral Tradition, or 
ftories gpd praftifes fathered upon the Apoftles 
long after they wete dead, whicn I maintained, as 
J do {(ill, to be the moft chimerical things 
m nature > pope qf then} being timely or fuffici- 

" ' " ' v ently 
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cntly attcfted, not to (beak of the itKWjfifkwgr 
of moil of 'cm, with wnat the Apoftjcs did, ana 
{kid, and wrote. As for written teftimony, «w*ijh 
tcrruptcd and unfufpc&ed, duely couvey'd an4 
honcftly prefcrvM (which any one, for m^ may c*lj 
Written ftaditioify I never depy*d it, nor ever will 
I give him my promife, that I fljalJ not difputf 
the genuinnefc of any book ? which Can be wad? 
out to me by the like evidence, to that upon 
which I have receiv f d Homep. or Virgil, 
Demosthenes or CicjtRo. It was not 
therfore, • as the Do&or no le& raftriy than uncha- 
ritably aflerts, to deftroy the evidence ef the books 
of the New fejtament tnat I rexc&Oral fraditfifl) 
but becaufe I rejeft certain thing? fet up by this 
Tradition^ without, betides, and againft the au- 
thority of thofe books. Well then : if i% is not t# 
deftroy the books of the Ntyt) ftfitwrff that \ 
difcard Oral Tradition, k is at leaft to introduce 
fome other Scriptures as of equal authority* Mr. 
Prcf. To land know welly that ;/ be cgu'd net maif 
Figc ai. Apoftoifcai Tradition and Succeflion pafs for f 
chimera^ it wou'd be in vain for him to attempt ip 
make bis new-found Mahometan Gofpel of Barna- 
bas pafs for, genuin Scripture ', or to obtrude upon uf 
the old Apocryphal Gofpel of the Hebrews, £fr. 
Where haw I ever made this attcmt ? or where 
* did I offer the lead hint, that I ever intended to, 
do. any thing like it? I have given cfcmonftratiou 
to the contrary, . in this very Letter, about the 
Gofpel of B arn ab as i and as for the fcofpei ,§f tie 
Hebrews, I have not allowed & nouch to k, 
as he does himfclf : for (peaking of JfeveraJ bpoks 
Ibid. p&7. quoted by the Fathers, fbey were not books writ* 
ten* fays he, to deceive or chmt the 'world Qyere 
they not, Doctor,?] but wit\ an \ipnefk hteptim 
£of making people relieve what wa? not jape^Put 
without gloiing any a&ore upo» nw at this time, 

thus 
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thlrt he gbtt Oft, *** ;»» Gorpeb, ***» tvtordhg 

to fht HlbitWs* tftf that mwding h the Egypti* 
afts* W*e b&b Witte* ty htmtjt and writ-meaning 
ml%> ftto having hard tfo Apojtlts preach, mi &fi> 
rtkrfi *f our Sttoiefi Of* *M afticnS) wording ai 
they W»»*>ftpW Srid 4ppttkt4dtd them^ but bting not 
dii»My tofpWt mi Oretiti fy the MyGbtf, their 
tnMMrii* or thtir mpprtfonfionsfatim them fvmtimts, 
tte$ivtrtgMyofiHVtfitot*ryWnfahs. Dr. Mills 
ahd Dr. Grabs fay nb mote? and txmM I bt> 
l&reas ftuch,! tfotfatiAethfem for good evidence* 
\frithbfct tiffing Ifcfpiwrtion, when the means 
were at hand far thoro loformation. The ut- 

r&oft I feid Of thfe &$tf tf *fk Hfcfetifc ws was, Naxaren. 
that **<st* it fiitt retoaHn*$> it Wu'd have finifrd P 1 * 79* 
& presetted abundance of tmtroverps^ otberwifi not 
eafy V* <be dttmmn'di fir whieb reafin dtotrfe pious 
and k&tkd Wen So now highly regret the lofs of the 
Jkm. h WbU'd fet us right About the Nazarens, 
if it did no more : fince thefe, as I retnarkM, be* 
licvM k authentic* *ftd that it might befo for all 
In fe NfettVs afty ^Jmoiittfation, tlitft there cou'd ftid. page* 
bertrfthcTttote ttof ftwerthati four Gofpels. Dr. 78 *** 7& 
Bkte>rT couM not deny that the Bathers quoted P«f.pag^ 
Apocryphal books, and perhaps, fays he, they do 
not always fo plainly Jbow 9 that they do not believe 
them to be genuin Scriptures. But what then ? do 
they ever Pell us that they are Scripture, thai they 
are any part of the divinely infpird writings. No 
fetch thing. No, fay youP It the ft£ be fo, then 
I can neither read nor write, and I have impos'd 
upon the world both in AMYNTOR and 
N A Z A R E N U S. To wipe off thfc heinous 
charge, and to lay the impofture where it ought, 
I {hall here produce a few examples out of ma- 
ny, where the Fathers dire&ly call fuch books 
Scripture, and part of the ditHnelyinf^fd writings. 
Ireneus, who's thc'Dbftor's chief champion 

for 
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for tradition ^ quoting the P after h/Hermasj 
calls it Scripture. Well tberfore has the # Scrip- 
tukk pronounced, which faith, and fo goes on with 
a quotation out of if. Divinely tberfore that power, 
(ays ^Clemens AUxandrinus, which (peaks to 
Hermas^j Revelation, and fo elfewherc. 
The Author of the Homily concerning *• Dice-play- 
ersj commonly joined to the works of Cyprian, 
terms it likewtfe Divine Scripture : and tho Ori- 
g e n fpeaks doubtfully of it in many places, yet 
Adop. i6- in his explanation of the Epftle to the *« Romans, 
**• «*• he believes it divinely infpifd. Tertullian 
makes the book of Enoch, which he often 

2uotes, to have been dictated by the ** Holy 
j host : and, what's plcafant enough, he (trains 
his invention againft thofe who rejected it, to 
foow how this antediluvian work might be pre- 
fcrv'd for all the " Flood. What made him fo 
fond of this book, was the finutty conceit, that 
the Angels, not always true to their guardianfhip, 
fell in love with the fair daughters of men, who 
cou'd not prove cruel to fuch heavenly creatures * 
and fo they begot no meaner a race than Giants > 
which is a gigantic argument for Tradition. Trr- 
t u lli a n was not the onely Father, that hand- 
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48 Bene ergo pronunria ?it Sqriptura, quaeepcit, && jUvmJks 
Bvref. lib. 4. cap. 3. 

f 49 Q*itcs twvv j? fvv&fjLif, n rp 'Epftf Kefltt ATftXAAv- 
*\.iv AtfAoi/ff* Strmat. Lfc. 1. pag. 55 6. , 

fo Dicit enimScriptura divina, rae eritpaJtoribus: Sec. H&mii. 
dt Abator. 

f 1 Puto tareo quod Hernial ifte fit fcriptor KbeBt flfiat, qui 
Pallor appellator* quae fcriptura valde roihi utili* videtur, et, nt 
puto, divinitus infpirata. ExpUnat. in Ep$. *d Reman, lib. io. 

5*1 Haec igitur ab initio praevidens fpiritui fan&at, etiam oftia 
in fuperftitioncm vcrfura praccerinit per antiquiflunuai prophetam 
Enoch. De UaloUtr. lib. 4. cap. 1 j\ 

Si De cuhu foecninar. lib. 1. cap. a% 
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cd down this amorous piece of Divinity, fo like 
to the gallantry of the Heathen Demons with the 

Sritty maids at antiquity. But if all other ihifts 
xou'd fail, the fame Teitu lu an has one ad- 
mirable argument in ftorc, to fupport the credit 
of ,tbe book of Enoch* and indeed it has af- 
forded help at a dead lift, to many other books 
no lefs fpurious and ridiculous. It is, that '4 E- 
noch propbefies of Christ, and *we ought not 
to rejeS any kind of thing* (ays he, that mates for us y 
or that is for our purpofe : for wort ad that every 
Scripture, tending to edification, is divinely infpir'd. 
Ay, ay : my New Tefiament tells me it ** is, all 
Scripture given by inspiration of God is aljb profitable 
for doftrine, ficc. Now here's another good argu- 
ment for Tradition, to be drawn from the finceri- 
ty and critical acumen of the Fathers. But that 
fome charge may be handfomly made out againft 
roe, I do upon this occafion averr, and take upon 
me to prove it whenever required, that fair the 
great eft part of the Apocryphal books of the Old 
Tefiament were coin'd by tome of the Chriftians 
themfelves, while others quoted them as antient* 
tho never acknowledged by the Jews, neither at 
that time, nor ever fince. Even Tertullian 
fhall for the nonce T>car witnefs to one part of this 
aflevcration. The prophefy of Enoch, fays 
s* he, may for this caufe feem to be rejeSed by the 



5*4 Scd cam Enoch eadem Scriptura etjam de Domino 
car it, a nobis quidem nihil omninfe rejiciendam eft,' quod pcrtinet 
ad nos: ct legimus omncmienpturam dinnitui aedificationi habi- 
lcin divinitas infpirarj. Hid. 

ff TIao-a yf**n fltoTi'ti/r©- *** aft Atp©- *& $*}**• 
x,cz\4<tv> && a 71m. 3. 16. 

$6 A Judaeis poteft jam ridcri propterea reje&a, ficut et cetera 
fcrb quae Chriftum fooant: nee utque mirum h«c, fi fcripturas 
aliquas non receperunt de eolocutaf, quern et ipfiim coram loqaen- 



tcm non crant rccepturi. Ibid. 
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^OWS^asuf^aln^fiaUtbtreft^ich 
mr verily is this m)f vender, that t boy receive not at- 
tain Scriptures whkhfpoke tf him, when they wet* 
TtftHftKrtthhtfojf fy^fritotbtminperfm. Scfetf* 
Wfcfe, Stripttmetyd trine Scripture, diftatedbyththclj 
<3fo/f* JteveJatidn-j Propbefyi divine Inspiration, and 
&cn like, are the words of the quotations I have 
**W mad* : and yet the Fathers, according to 

tfti fapri. I*. fc * e* t ? never tell *s that the Apocryphal 
Jbook* they cite are Scripture^ nor any part of the 
divinely enfpifd writings. No fitch thing. In ano- 

frcf.pig.$.*her pkee he td\s it a chetrgt in grofs, and defer- 
Wing no anfwer till particulars are produced. Some 
I have here producM, and fttail move when be 
aitfVrers thefe. Clemens jflexandrinus fpeafc* 
■&oo pofit wely of the ** Preaching of Pa v l, not to 
believe it gentmi, wrommenaing the Sybils 
With Hy stas pm : and as to tne paffages for 
the Infpiration of the Sy-b i Vs themfdves, be- 
lieved by the Fathers, they jtrc pop numerous and 
too manifcft to need any place in this Letter. 
The Doftor% Foft diftnitKpn, that the Fathers 

Vti fopra. do net atoays fb plainly Jfow, .that they do not be- 
iHrt* the Apocryphal books which they cite to b 
gomrin Scriptures^ will not do : for befides the 
places where they plainly caR therp Scripttcres > or 
tttprefi themfelyes by words that are equivalent J 
there are a world of other places where they 
fo join their teftnaoiues so -thofe of the acfenow- 
ledg'd Scriptures, that any one who .does not take 
them as given for equal proofs (which moft rea- 
ders will rxuurally dft) mufc think thcdiftin&ion 
both fophiftical and knavi&v Tn^hort, there's 
nothing on which the -Fathers laid their hands 
that they did not deprave and .corrupt* but above 
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M things the facred Scriptures, which no men in 
. che world were left fit to explain % as appears by 
their fqre'd allegories, delirious etymologies, . fan- 
ciful allufions, their impertinent and farr-fetch'd 
interpretations : fo that 1 cannot help being of Sca- 
liger's mind, that ** the reading of the Fathers wottd 
never make me a Cbriftian. fheyWefull of filly fluff. 
Yet thefe are the conveyers of that Trlndition^ againft 
which the lieppvhich have been (prcad of my own 
book within fo ihort a fpace, is to me no final! ob- 
jection. However becaufe Tradition is the pretencd 
for fupporting all the fuperftition* tyranny, and 
.other aoufesj which have fo much disfigured and 
perverted Chriftianity in moii parts of the world^ 
I ingage to puhlifh a tra£fc on this fubjed very 
foon ; as the grcateft fervice I think can be done* 
cfpeciaily at this time* to the Church of England 
in particular > in which there are no lefs than three 
or four Schifms, on account of Certain doting or 
defigning pra&ifes introduced by. the .Fathers* 
This is the piece I have hinted twice already* 
And, finec t)r. Mangey, according to his ufUajt 
modefly, lays it iseafyfor me iopromtfe books tybicb Page, tu 
J dare not or cannot write y I pfotoife that I both 
will write, and dare publilh a treatife concerning 
TRADITION before Midfummer next, my life 
and health continuing. 

XV. HITHERTO, my Lord, you weie * 
little or nothing concern'd in what I have dif- 
cours'd about Dr. Brett, bateing what charitable 
difpofition you may have for feduceing him to that 
Church he has unhappily defcrted : for it has been- 
a kind of fate attending certain perfons, wbor 
itiade S c tei $ m fo tef riblc, fo damnable a fin, not 



■to 



f8. je ne me ferois jamais Chretien I lire let Peres: ik orit 
Uaucoup de fadtiles. Sutiigertsn*, fag. %2f. 
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oncly to run into a Schifoi themfdves from the 
Church of England ^ which in their mouths Us**to 
found the pureft as well as the beft constituted 
Church in the world 5 but likewife to haveone or 
two Schifms in their owji {chifmatieal Conven* 
tide, headed by men who agree in aothinft but 
difowning King George and your Lorffihip's 
right. They who (6 pathetically recommended 
unity, have Fet up altar againft alnfl^ they who fo 
•eagerly prert for Uniformity, have coinpOM a hew 
liturgy ', liable to all the exceptions of thfc Dif- 
fencers againft the Bbtk of Common-prayer^ and fur- 
ther contaminated with the mbft fabulous and kr- 
•dricrous pra&ifes of Popery, That part of their 
Liturgy r which .contains the Comtnifmon Office, 
the Offices for GtMiftrmation and the Vifitatkro of 
khe Sick, I have fabw before ** me, of which I 
prefuthe to give your Lordfhip fome account, be- 
eaufe I conclude it is not fallen yet into yonr 
hands > fince othcrwjfe tis tq be reafboabty flip* 
posM, that your Diocefe had heard of thefe Inno- 
vations before now, in a more public and autho- 
ritative manner. After putting /fotffcr into the 
eiip, mixing it with the wine, which they pre- 
tend to be of Apoftolic inftitution, and a cultom 
borrow'd from the Jews (tho ScALiGfift is not 
the onely learned man who *► denies it) there is a 
prayer wherein the Supper is, call'd an, Unbloody 
Sacrifice 5 which expreffion, conitirating die, 
very eflencc of the Mafs, has been unanimoufly re* 
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* fo London, printed for James Bettenhaw, at the 
Patcr-nofterrour, 1718. 

60 De rnettre de l'eau dans le v\n in Sscrifrciak Caena, nun- 
quam fa&um eft; nee fit apud Judaeos 8c Samaritanos, nee fiebat 
enam in Sacrificiis apudEthmcos. Vinutfi illud vnciBatur Vinum 
fpurcum. Miruni eft illoe, ram proximos tsraparibus Apbftolo- 
rum, tam turpiter crrafie* &*Hgtri*rM, fag.ifx. fan ^. 

je&ed 
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jdited is : teimptwdi hay */ tuyfclttfftfea, by all 
t&e RefoiWd. AtTdie words of Institution, not 
©nety the figh of thc'ettjft is inane *ver t&e bread 
in ]Won6uri|irig THIS IS MY BODY* bufc 
the figure o#a Grdfe appears between the MlaMes 
ftOaridDY -flraSj BO&DYV aS ih COR+PUS 
in the Mafctwrk. So-it is in-BbOgiQD» wit!* 
but which, «i«i If not hick'd ift that intent of 
fronunciafiofy pefliapY iHfc Elements fcad fMll 
cdntimi'd oratnWV bread sad VtiBe; What Htf- 
pi?effidhs are'te Be triade by theft GrdfTcs, afi* the 
wards' Win£ brftfted In : Gapi«l-' tetters, I ka¥fe 
others to jtoflge'fiW' thetflfelves.' t lake it, fortify 
part, to be etmjttVmg, *rid juft as effe&riat In 
the Prayer fo? tit jbkoHftafe tf- CtawstYCfcrML 
atri6»fe Other" alterations are theft wotds : /*% 
cotitMiend tint f*b) -there j M ibyffromti y Whom 
fc* i» An * fc O 'hUnUffoih- tfr ktmtbe fi&t offMtb. 
itttintom id rtfl hi the' pepHf pe»c¥. This' old and 
bdd-fimcy gav£bir!h to th^ prayers Ibr -the tkad, 
■wftfcfh 'btttagW forth PW&tttfy at laft J arid Which 
tteit td Ipkcrsfl' 8r private €t*fi$b», for which 
thefe Gentlemen have already dedaf d, is the ttjoft 
^profitable trick that the Prieits ev*r invented. 
Confecrated bread arid wine is td be refcrv*tf, UtitL 
carry'd td the frottfes of fuch, ksj ih*+ jitkiiefl or 
■abet' nrfrtil ttiiifc cannot eonie f b church; Thfe 
tieit fiep Will fed i %ell clinking before, and the 
rie*t to thaf p^fe'devodtfy knocVd dowh that 
will not bbW v that is* wotfhip'the Prieft who 
carries <3od> The Bifhoplis. to #Mnt every on* 
tobo's cbnfirirPS *ttitb Chrijfo or Oihfment, making 
-toijfy V tbttyofi *pn tbetr fbreBad, and /Hfi 
fog: N'. Zjl& ftie with the fi£$ of the Crop, I 
aMittt ifof tiHbbidy ointment. Then the Biflfofc 
ifiaff Uy bis Uninpan the b'etfof the ferfoh brs 
cMfirtoirt£iixst1x¥iit& tft6 laytts wonder wo*** 
ptghma on eVery thing be^s e oofecrating ) «Mf 

Pa \f** 9 
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/fay, I lay my h *nd upon thee [a lingular favor] in 

: the name of the Father, <£**, *$ H°ty Ghoft. There 

follow* the form of eonfecniting the Chrifm or 

Oimfljent, and the Bifhop may keep foinc of it by 

Jiimj(xntfecrated. The matter of .this Ointpienc 

/Qr jQpnfirmation (a very Sacrament as thefe, yfe 

it) k Jweet' oil of Olives, and pretioufifyrtfm, cfim- 

wnly calPd balm of Giltyd* , AP^GE NUGAS ! 

; A^ray.with thefe foppcr jes ami fooleries, fhame 

-upon this trumpery and enchantment a* the old 

: Reformers were wont to call them, J)y their right 

rftHSfesi In the vifitation. of $b^;Sick, t the words 

,of th6 Apoftls J a mes are thus interpolated. Is 

Jam. f. H- : anyfi€.k among you, let him catifortbs Elders, that 

,is the Priefts, of the Chunk, &c. T^is. *no Ipfs 

bold tl}an facr ilegious : nor will the printmg ic in 

$a different chapter be any excufe, which is a 

, nicety the bulk of thofe who rfcad will .not ob- 

'ferve, as they whov are- not able to sead cannot 

do it. The fick peHbn (after t be ■ company witbr 

Jrawis) is to make a fpecial confeffion of his $ns, 

the Pmfiaffifimg !>W &&* islpumping Jum} #y 

W&ipg \fuch.< rfueJtioM, as he. fyall think proper^ 

There are rare dire&ions for fuch Soul and Sia- 

jpumpprs in the Church of Rome, which fugged 

^hofecriraes of which an ordinary finner wou*4 

^never dream, and that give : him aa appetite fogr 

4airaies he never^jftsd, But no matter, the more 

on? figs, the oftener he goes to qonfeilion, wher- 

by the Prieft becomes equally mailer of his ia- 

■crct and bis puffe, Jn pronounccing Absolution, 

•thePrieft is to lay his facred hand on the fick per- 

fan's bead 9 which is u proper emblem of a foft 

•jilace there. The Gil (tor they .have alfo an XJa- 

&ipn, of the fick) is* to bcjweetfiil of Olives. But 

; what will become, of ..people wheue there is no 

fwjpet oil, or no-oil at all ? The Sprayer for code- 

if Wing- this oil, is not to be usd again fill it be all 
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fpent\ which is not the way to keep it fwcet, un- 
lefs Confecration has the virtue of preferring it 
fo. ' The VtitftJhaU anoint the fick pprfon upon the 
forehead^ making the fign of the Cro/i, and faying 
a Prayer that mall never be faid over me. The 
Prieft, 'when no others can be gotten^ may commu- 
nicate alone with the fick perfon. But it wou'd 
be endlefs, my Lord, to ftiow how the Church- 
Liturgy is mangPd and transformed by thofe fu- 
perlativc Churchmen; I have not their Offices 
of pubKc or private Bfcptifm (if they have printed 
any) to fee, whether they make the children tafte 
imilk arid honey, or give them the communion : 
rites as old as their eroding and chrifm, nay men- 
tioned by thfc fame perfons. Nor dp I know whe* 
ther they exorcife or conjure the Devil out of thofe 
they baptize 5 which thoT not of fo antient date as 
thole other rites, yet is kept in the firft edition of 
King Edward's Liturgy, for which thofe of the 
neweft feparation pretend an extraordinary re- 
fpe£fc. I WouM fain know further, whether they ~ 
order the baptiVd not to be waih'd -for a whole 
Week after, whether they kifs them, and prowri 
them, and cloath them in white : pra&ifcs as 0I4 
as the crofs or chrifm, and all upon the fame 
footj kt them' make what exceptions or re- 
ftriftions they pleafe, as I fhall fhow in my trea* 
tife of Tradition. The truth of it is, the leaders 
of the new Schifm grew afham'd to have a diftin- / 

*ftion without a difference, for they foon found 
that fcrupleS about the Royal title alone wou'd 
not bring people, from the public Churches to 
their meetings : and therfore the Church it felf 
muft be reprefehted as much out of order as the 
Monarchy, both whofe defe&s thefe gentlemen 
were to repair. To this end the veneration, pro- 
feft by fome eminent Churchmen for the Fathers^ 

P ? did 
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did not a little contribute : and j^ivrc Dr. Bret^t 
took the liberty of gudfing my iptcntionf , { bppe 
I may be as bold with his, which I take to p? 
well expreft by the comdian %ing, that h&lf # 
loaf is better than no bread. Since they cau'd not 
jecover at once that pomp and pageantry, t^at 



authority and dominion, fp agreeable to the pride 
of Pricfo, which they loft at the Reformation* and 
which have by fuch as themfelvcs been ever fince 
regretted $ tbey went about to introduce them 
a&tin by final! aegrees, and ^s it were impcrceptir 
Wf. Popery being odious, fmtftwey mufl: be 
pretended •, and etoecially the. time of King E^ 
sparb, a name ftiil dear to all that hate Idolatry 
and Superftirion. Wherfore the firii edicion of 
his Liturgy, that is, the firft {bps- for a Reforms* 
ii*n+ which are ever imperfect, ran ft be this fi^p* 
dard of perfection. If King Epwarbj's name b? 
any thing but a mask ( as plainly it fcrves for 9^ 
other purpofe) yc learn by al| Hiftqrops, that, 
had he liv'd, he wou'd not have ftopt even at th$ 
fecond edition of the Z//^^ j for which, and c^err 
ijftn other region*, fame High-Church writers 
eame little fhort of thanking God for bis deaths 
60 that HaU-Popery, in the fenfe of thefe men, 
is preferable to perie& Protcftancy. After thtif 
giving your Lordftyp ip few words, what I thiafc 
to be the true account of this matter 1 I know 
Dr Brett will cry he's no Papift, or own? not 
the twelve article? added by the Council of Twnt 
to the Apoftle's Greed* and I readily believe him ; 
but it fignifies nothing to good ProteiUnt*, who* 
thcr unwarrantable authority be eftabii&'d at 
Rome, or Canterbury, or Wittemberg, or Go? 
neva 3 whether the Superftitions introdue'd mta 
the Church be antient or modern, of Eaifern 3} 
W^en* original 4e&W'4 fir«B Father* qr Coww 

cils. 
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*3s. Thefe things they'll dcqry with equal vi* 
gor carery where: and at £he Roman , Church, 
whole head is the IP o p e* hW exceded all others 
in tyranny* ftrgery* and fuperftition, in adding 
Jto the BibU and taking from it, in equalling it 
pot fubiUtuting Traditions to its di&ates, thefp 
things wherever pra&is'd are figuratively terra'd 
PbPERY, in the fame proportion as the Species 
is to its genus y and in no other fenfe is the Do&o? 
reckon'd a Papift- or the innpvations of his Li- 
turgy Popirji. They are a rare fliooing horn for 
literal Popery (feveral of the Nonjurors having 
a&ually gone over to that, communion) and ap 
ifuch will oe oppos'd by all that love the liberty 

4*£ the Gofpfl or their Country. 

< * 

XVI. T k E truth of the matter is, ti>y Lord, 
that of the Protectant Churches fome were nevef 
rcform'd enough, and that others of them are 
going back from their Reformation 3 and this 
Hi more or fewer points, in things of greater or 
lefs importance : to that the taxing any of them 
on thefe accounts, is not unchurching them, nor 
et departing from their communion; which is 
y tio means to be done for every flight error or 
diforder. The cafe I acknowledge to be othe*- 
wife, when cfye points contended for lead to Ido- 
latry, Tyranny, Confufioq, or the like : and this 
is the reaton I can bear with Confubftantktion, thfc 
not with Tranfubftantiation * the firft being; 
indeed a fpeculative error, but the lad a&ual Ido? 
latry. More examples I need not give in this 

Elace, nor will I dwell upon the wide difference . 
etween voluntarily tolerating fome things eiv 
roneous, and rigoroufly prefling the neceflary obr 
fcrvation of them % which alters their very na- 
tive, and froip indifferent makes them efienm) : 
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but in one thing I am perfuaded that all ChrifU- 
an Churches are at prefent defc&ive, and this is 
the notion they have about the fewifli Law, as 
ifjEsu$ Christ had abolifii'd it, even with 
refpeft to that fipne nation to whom it was pe- 
culiarly given. This I take to be a palpable er- 
ror, but not a fufficient motive for making 3, 
fcparation j fince none of the Gentiles were to 
obferve this Law, and that therfore no Chriftian 
Churches now in the world are much afFe&ed by 
the miftake : tho antiently pernicious to both 
Jews and Gentiles, and this not for a fmajl feafon, 
nor in mere niceties. The little that has been 
faid by my adverfaries, concerning the diftin&ion I 
maintain to have been originally intended of JewisHc 
and Gentile Christians, has ferv'd 
but to confirm me the more in my potion of this 
matter. I mean c that the Jews, tho aflbciating 

* with the converted Gentiles,and acknowledging 
4 them for brethren, were ftill to obferve their 

* own Law throout all generations j and that 
4 the Gentiles, who became fo farr Jews as to ac- 
4 knowlege one God, were not however to ob- 

* ferve the Jewiih Law : but that both of them 
4 were to be for ever after united into one body or 
4 fellowfhip, in that part of Chriftianity parti- 
4 cularly, which, better than all the preparative 

* purgations of the Philofophers, requires the 

* fanftification of the Spirit, and the renovation 

* of the inward man $ and whertn alone the 
4 Jew and the Gentile, the CivilizM and the 
4 Barbarian, the Freeman and the Bondflave, 
f arc all one in Christ, however otherwife 
4 differing in thieir circumftances. InNAZA- 

% REN US I ftiow'd the advantages of this fcheme 
for the better underftanding of the Scriptures^ for 
the reconciling of many difficulties otherwife in- 

folublej 
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foluble, the uniting of the JfcWs lind v Gentile3 in 
thofc principles ho left ufefbl and geneirous than ' : 

eternally true* and which aland tnuft-conftitutc 
the moft perftft* of *i Aiverfal Religion^ I ;hintcd 
that a great mafty $? the obfervances in the Oid 
Teftament) tho genehlly miftaken for Religion* 
were onely national and cotomteffiorative Ceremo- 
nies, wherin no othdr people were concem'd, any 
more than in their iHunicipal fan&ions, fdlely % caku* 
lated for that Government : and that the Mo$a'ig 
Law was perpetually binding to the Jew$, Sa* 
crifices onely excepted. Upon thai foot the firft 
converts to Chriftianity among the Jcwi, or thfe 
NaxArens and 'Ebionites (of whomthfe 
no le(s candid than able and laborious Dr. Whit* 
b y rightly fays, the/fare not the names of ferfons\ On »<3o*. 
who are the authors rf any feSts j but of the Jews lx% **• 
*which believed irt Jesus, and yet were zealous cl- 
fervers of the Law) the Nazare n *, I fay, did^ 
i together with the <ld£ferine of Ch r i s t. -obfervt 
their national and diftirigtiifliing rites of circum- 
cifion, the paflbver, With thfc like : and fo fully 
-convinced am I of the juftice of their procedure 
in this frefpeft, that, if born a Jew, I had ftifl 
continued one 5 nbtwithftanding that I ihou'4 
not the lefs become a'Chriftian, which wou f d be 
the true fulfilling of the Law. I fliou'd without 
fall queftion have defetided this fcheme, from the 
[plain words and (cope of both the Teftaments^ had 
|no Fathers ever mentioned the Nazarens! 
! This is the fenfe, this is the fyfteii that fjrft of- 
jfers it felf, in perufing the new tfeftament after 
\the OId% and were it not for thofe Fathers and 
their followers, it wou'd<ftill haturally offer it; 
felf to every Reader. I cannot but admire, by 
tbe way, how fo capable a perfon as Dr. Brett, 
ihou'd commit fo great a paralogiftn as I am go- 



Prcf. ingtoftow. the fir ft Qbriftians* fays he, w«rr 
"ge 9* /At Jut/t* Jp* files % ibefcventy Dif rifles* mud fuck 
other as our Savior recent d ime bis Church in bis 
emm Hfrtime: hut tbgt u*y of tbefe were after- 
wards of the feff ef the Na*ar?sns, or Eb£* 
onites, does not appear* I hive made it appear 
above in this very Lector igainft Dr. Mihgby, 
that Jesus of Nazareth's followers were* after 
him, ctU'd Nazarehs by their (bends and 
by their foes ; but that writer? ihou'4 afterwards 
call the firft difciples Nazarrns, when this 
name was tura'd trom its original foafe and made 
odious, I neither pretended to prove, nor e*pc&- 
ed that any elfe ftou'd attemt it. Yet it is in* 
centcfhbly imply'd by fuchas lay the Nazarens 
were the nrft converts from among the Jews, un- 
lefs they deny the Apoftles and the feveaty difci- 

gles to have been of that nation. But I am a- 
ove taking any advantage of writers feldom eon* 
fiftent with tbemfrives. To return therfcrefrom 
whence I digre&'d, the N a z a r r n s fubfifted, 
and had numerous Churches in the Eaft, above 
too years y and, till the great difperfion of the 
Jews under the Emperor Adrian, the Chrifti* 
en* of Jerusalem were all Nazaibni. All 
their Biihops were of the Circumcifion, sot one 
ef them ot the Gentile race, till Marcus 
r who was the, fifteenth. The preceding fifteen 
are thus reekon'd by hiftoriaas: Jambs the 
brother of Jesus, Simon the Son of Cleo* 
pas, Jifsrut, Zachary, Tobjas, Ben- 
jamin, John, Matthew, Phis-ip, Se* 
NECA, Justus the fecond, Levi, Ephraim, 
Joseph, and «* Jude. I &id that theChri- 
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ftitsis of Jerufalem were aft Nasahevs, b«l 
(hou'd have iaid with '* SuLttwus SrvaRUS, 
that ahmfiaMthe inhakUannofJerufiUemdid at tha 
fame tinm believe on Ch*kt and ebferve their own 
Law. Nor had there been long e'er now a Jew 
;n the world, who did not profefe Chriftiairiey, 
were it not that the Gdntile Qiriftiara woa'4 
$ee& force them to quit their Law. This prov'4 
of very pernicious confeanence, Jbsvs Christ 
having never taught op commanded the abroga* 
tioa of the Law. Nor was h any more declared 
aboliftfd by the jfyojfks, all the paflaget altoda f 4 
out of them to this purpofe, being manifcftljr 
f<XFc'4 and wrefted : and ir men might not change 
this Law, which I fiippoCe will be granted on all 
bandfe I defire to know where God has done it t 
In the mean time the learned Dr. Hare, who* 
I had occafioo tQ mention before, has with at 
much judgement as brevity and perfpicuity, dated 
this point * the he draws a confequenee, that will 
not follow from his premiflcs. Showing in his Ser* 
mon,intitul*d Cburcb*au?berity vindicate d^ that bind* 
ing and laoflngi Aid ryot * mean, as many have i ma* 
gin*d,* power give* by Christ to bis apefths of »» 
tuning or aboUfokti fucb farts of the Jowijb Law,a* 
they Jbotfd think fit} and then farther Showing in 
a Marginal .*+ note, that the binding and loofing 
u?d by the Jewifb Doltors, was net ajfuming to 
themfitoes a power to difpenfe with, or te annul any 
thing that was clearly commanded by any Lavs of 
MatEs, but to- explain the fenfe of them^ andt* 



f? 



6% Mf'lkaai cohortei* cuftodks in fctftwvm agitarc juflir, <pm 
Judaeos omnes Bierofolymae, ajiitu arccreU quod quidexn Cbriili* 
«nae £dei proftcitbat, quia turn pene omnes Chriftum Deum fuU 
Lcffr obfepvationa erejcbant. Hifl.fic. Ub. i. 

*3 h P*g*$ lit. *u 3f» *fr *t d» && Uitioa. • 
$4 IW4. page aj, 

explain 
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ixplain the queftions that Jkottd arife de Kcitis 
aut non licitis in lege, &c. Now this certain- 
ty, purities he in the lame note, . is very diffe- 
rent from a fewer to abrogate the Laws them- 

felves here contended for. Nothing can be more 
contrary to the whole conduct of our Savior, 
while on earthy than this interpretation. He de- 
clared on all occafions, that he came not to dejtroy 
the Law, but to fulfil it. He- was very cxatt in 
observing bimfelfj and obliging others to obferve 
every the leaft command of it : and there was noth- 
ing be avoided with more care, than to give 
a j e a lo u s y to the Jews that he had fuch a 
design, as he's fuppos'd to have declared to bis 4po files 
in thefe words. Tie abrogating of the ceremonial part 
of the Jewijb Law, feems to have been one iff the 
things, which the Difciples as yet were not able to 
jMt, Joh. 1 6. 1 1. and tis plain fromfeveral places 
in the A£b, particularly c. t\. 29. that they bad 
not the least apprehension of this being 
wr Savior's. maning % neither when be /poke thefe 
words, nor for feveral years after bis death. The 
truth is y that at laji when the judicial and ceremth 
mat parts of the Law were to ceafe^ they rather ex- 
fir y d of tbemfelves upon the definition of the City 
and Temple^ which was a total dijfolution of the 
jewijb Polity^ than were abrogated by any Au- 
thoritative Declaration or Act of 
tjbe Apoftles. Nothing remained but Synagogue-wor- 
fhipi which being of human infiitution y did- not want 
a divine com&iffion, either to alter y or to put an end 

* to it. Now fince Christ avoided nothing with 
inore care, than to give a jealoufy to the. Jews 
that he had fuch a defign, as abrogating their 
Law 5 and that the Apoftles did not abrogate it 
fey any authorititive declaration, or aft: it will 
fcem pad queftion, that a macter of fuch confc- 

iquence^ 
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nuencc, a Law (g^ fylcmt^j given by God himr 
Iclf, that liad cwitinu'd fo long, ana was fo free 
quex^ly proniwne'd to be of perpetual obligati- 
on, (hou'd not t>e fieclar'd nul and vpid by the 
eveiit^ which is xpoft commonly, even in ordina r 
ry affairs, a vefy wrong as well, as unfair way of 
judging. The Jewish Polity was totally diffolv'd 
at the Baby lonifli captivity, Vnd Jcrufalera laid in 
alhes > yet the jews^id flot r ^? n conclude them*- 
fclves difpensM- from, obferving all that they pofli* 
ply cou d of their Law, as they follicitoufly d? 
at this day : nor want they menaces for their ncgr 
ledk of it, nor prophetic hopes to fee it reeftai- 
Jbliih'd (in wjhich ; expe&ation I profefi my felf 
rooted) maugre all the revolutions that fhall be- 
fall them. The fhortnefs or length of their d£- 
fperfion is no fure -rule of judging the cafe, which, 
as! laid juft now, if not to be determin'd by coq- 
fequences. Bcfides t,hat the maintained of thi^ 
abrpgation are little agreed among themffelvc*, 
.The Law was. not to ccafe, fay mod, when 
C h k i s t was born i nor* lay fbme* when he be* 
^an his miniftry > nor, (ay others^ at his death*, nor, 
iay^ others yet, till the aeftru&ion of Jerufalem ; 
jiefther are they, to this day agreed about the - 
Ileps ; of their gradual abolition, put go on fronj 
fuppofition to fuppofition ; feveral of 'em contra* 
jdi&ory, and all precarious, .But they miftake the 
mea with whbiji they have to deal, and to whole 
laughter they frequently expofe themfelves. If 
muft he granted ?fcys Dr. Kidder J( the pnee worthy 
Bifhop of Briftoli well vers'd in the Hebrew 
learning) that 6l Jome of the ant lent y and many of 
th^ .modern Ckrijtiahf, have defended their own 
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ft$h*es, **i iifpsUct a&amft tbe Jem, totthfiteb 

tbevlkaml ittfkffickMl *$n«M*r} fbAt tbty bt** thir- 
ty tntlj harden** tbi J*mt> dad pot* u 9Mb to 
thtirvwn ctufe. AT**y Sctiptutt* bav* bM mif- 
dpfifd: and the fttft ktVt §trt ttfflutlted b) wriji 
and damr, by idle kffndt tod ftniifi Mt+pnta- 
Www, tath& vbm by *lt tbt way* if taffHtd em- 
itittioH. Add >Mry often FbHe bki been as'd Htjtead 
of R*afonlH£ ; akd, irifttud tf dtttwint tbeth to be 
*ttn of wit and Jehfe («t fn With they ate) and 
footing t bent humanely, we have" trs*d tbetk farba-- 
nujly : and with peat ittbutnonity ftyfecUtod if/tni, 
wbnn we ought -to b#Ot cWroitifd.' ffffr at* we tvef 
Hke t& ctnixtf the Jews (ftys this efcceHeht fchoK 
krin another ** place) tebik -v)i tedtb any dv&Hnes 
aga'mft cotoMotf sHnse^ olid uguinft tbt x** 
*itEss • i^t'I-eM. of the Libit of Mosies. I 
. I willnot take tipon vbt tb declare, what are the 
do&riries he tneant againft xrofcitnotl fenfc* #hat> 
•ever others have done 6* majr ftiH : daf. I ttrtt'd 
jguefi . very heat': -bttt tettaibif rtStliirig & iftore 

agafoft th< txpwft letter of the La% 6fM*s e r, 

than the abfogatffrg Or jmflufflihg of thii t*vf, 
crtherwHe thttn as a pitoift,inttht' ttf dlfobedittice tb 
it } and then ti& a-lWays with a ptotrlife df rdftdrt* 
Cloh in due* thMe, upon their fetfotts ttid rfioro 
Mttsfldttent. Wherlwe the Bo&rihe ttf the" Old 
N AfcA*B*H bfittg ift it fetfta'-fasttterdf the 
kigheft impbrditee; antl I being fearfceftly pnfk 
both by the *ords of the prtfent, and the hitters 
i&f the abfent, io treat of this nibjeft tfcpteffly, 
by frtting it in lite cleareft Hght '(as fceing the 
l&dytfft means to ilia ft rate and rectitnthftttd the 
trueChriftiaaity) I fluff do nty indeaVditf, aftef 
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hebfcft manner I otn to give my friends content, 
and at the feme time to perform my dtitv to thfe 
World. Foiy My Lerai notwithflandmg the 
imputations of Hcroyaind Infidelity fo often pub- 
liflfd by the Clergy^ - as htdy in the vauntiftgelfc 
manner by one not unknown to yon (the whiffii 
tnd the ignonttxt being ever the moft arrogant ai 
coafidem) I aflare your Lordfhi jr, that the Purity 
of Religion and. the Prcrfpcrity of the State haV6 
been ever my chiefcft aim*. Cf V i L Li b t ** * 
and Religious T a UE ration a$ the moft ctefi- 
table-things in this Wofld, the mdt conducting 
to peace, ftfenty, knowtegfe, and (fvery kind of 
happinefs, have bees the two mmn otters of ail 
my writings. Bw «S £y Liberty I did not meah 
Lieentioufoefi, fo by Toleration I did hot mean, 
Iftdrflfercnce^nd much left an Approbation of eve- 
ry Religion that I coii'df ftrffcr. To be more pact* 
ticukr, I folemnly profefi to your Lofdfhip, 
that the KbKgioh twgfxt by Jtorstrs Citfcrit 
and his A^ostl** (pot not as fince corrupted 
by the fobfhaftkms, -^itioro, or other alterati- 
ons of any particular taftr or cotopahy of lhen) it 
that *bic& I mfitiitely prefttr before aH otheft* 
I do over agd ovfcragain repeat Cif at s * and hi$ 
AfcofrivfcES, ex<rldfive of either Oral Tradition,; 
or Ac eteterinhwttibtis *)f Synods : adding, What 
I dedar'd beftre tothe WorHj t&att^fion, ai 
it came out of their hand* -was no led plain add 
pure^ban ufeFul and ihftftrftrve * and 1 that, asbw* 
mg the btrfinefr of every man, it was equally an- 
dcrllood by every body, ForCttRi&rr did not 
inftitrutc one Religion for the teamed, and atiok 
ther for the vulvar* as the defends x£ r &adiTtoft 
mtrft hold, or elite gurt their plea. Oil the con- 
trary, tis recorded that the Common people heard 
Jssusgladlys and he was not ondy feliowM by 

divcne 
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diverfe of the female fex, but aHb among the 
.converts of Paul are r?qkon'd of the honorable 
.women not a few. This fuppofeSj that, being 
well incliii'd and unprejudiced, they eafily com- 
prehended the evidence of the Chriftian dextrine, 
Iwhich they preferred to their native but lels edi- 
fying religions. m And certainly one of the moft 
iduftinguiihing advantages of true Chriftianity is 
|b*isj that neither poverty, nor want of learning, 
ior,.the hurry of particular callings, can hinder 
jmy perfon from acquiring it, without whiqh it 
jcou'd not pcoperly be a perfc6t Religion: but ra- 
ther on the fame foot with tfr? Traditional | wor* 
jlhip of the degenerate Jews, the awful My fteries 
pt the .bewilder 'd Heathens, or with the fecret Ini- 
tiation of icertain mungn?l Philofophers 3 wheras 
it fupplies the imperfection? of the. firft, detects 
the vapityVjpf the fecond^-.an^j prey ems the im-» 
pbitures ofUhe, third, Not t£e borrow'd, -tflrtps 
and, tenets of antient. perptexiqg Sophjfters, nou 
the barbarous jargon and dlftiijftipns of later fcho- 
faftic Wranglers,, neither .the precarious hypothec 
fes of Conceited T Kcor ills,. wr the, pretencfed in-* 
fpifations of wild Enthufiaits, yrtrc then the efta- 
blifb'd Artif Jp$ of Faith, TTrutb yras not carry 'd 
by a majority of Voices, . nor any thing taught 
for truth,* but what vifibly tended to make men 
either wifer or better. . Riddles about the* Perfon 
of Chrijtj wete not fubftitutfed then to his 
do&rines > npr . the circumftantiajs made the fun-* 
clamentals,, nor the hiliory of Christianity made 
the eflence of the lame. And here, my Lord, I 
wou r d addrefs my.felf.tq thofe wlio are more 
knowing, ( tp, be mform'd, fox what purpofe any 
thing can ferve, which 'does ript render us either 
wifer or better than we 'were before? And if it be 
granted to be to no g?od purgofc £as I can yet per-* 
" ' " *" " " ." '~ ccivc" 
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teive oo. reafon why it (hou'd not) then I wou'd 
again be tnform'd why nations, provinces, fami- 
lies, .friends, and acquaintance (hou'd be difturb'd, 
why all union ihou'd be diflblv'd^ affe&ions divi- 
ded, laws fubverted, or governments unhing'd, 
about fuch things as no mortal can either conceive 
himfelf, or tolerably explain to others ? Such are 
the decrees of God, the immediate ftate of de- 
parted fouls, the manner of God*s fubfiftence, of 
his under ftanding, or of his providence, with o- 
ther fubje£b, which, tho deem'd more eafy, are 
not better, known than thefe. Requiring people 
to believe what they cannot underftana, is or- 
dering *em to make bricks without ftraw. Hence 
in great part procede the divifions of Chriftians, 
tho this be not the onely caufe : wheras nothing 
is wifer, plainer, truer, and confequently more di- 
vine, than what Christ and his Apostles 
have proposed about the meansof reconciling God 
to finners, of purifying the mind, of regulating 
manners, of directing conference, of illuminating 
the underftanding, of ftating particular duties, of 
fixing the hope of rewards to the good* of plant- 
ing the fear of punifhment in the wicked, of pro* 
pagating mutual love, forbearance, and peace 
among all mankind, of improving, conducting, 
and fupporting civil fodcty. This is not the Re- 
ligion of thofe, 

— — Quorum, quicquid non credit ur, Ars eft% 

nor will they thank me for this defcription, who 
have turn'd CHRISTIANITY into apian 
of dominion, a fyftem of gain, and a fchool of 
contention : as in the firft preaching of it, fuch 
as glory'd in being the Qncly true Church, were 
thofe Scribes and Pharifees who moft refilled its 

Q^ progrefe, 
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progrefs, and the Pricfts were of all others its 
nerccft Enemies $ neither is this to be reputed a 
N * Wonder, fince there is no fuch fatyr in the world 
againft Prieftcraft as the Go/pel of Christ, 
which made the Priefts never ceafe till they brought 
him at laft to the Crofe. I beg your Lordfhip's 
pardon, if I have been more prolix than ftands 
with your leifure ; not doubting howcver,but you'll 
procure me reparation from thofe of your Clergy 
that have injUr'd me * and prevent others from 
falling hereafter into the like grofs falflioods, wilful 
miftakes, or ridiculous follies. I am with all due 
refpeft, 



A 



My Lord, 
Sep, 17 : i 7 ia four Lordjhifs 

mofl obedient Servant^ 



J.T 
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THE author paffing the fummer in the country, and 
not always feeing the lad revife, the Reader is defir'd to 
correct the following errors of the prefs ; or if >he finds 
any snore, they are left to his candor. 

In the Preface. 

Tag* xvM, line 44, political rt*d philofophical. p. xxs, I. 6, 
jotm/a r. fwriiOf p. xxii, I 3, recepts r. receipts. 

In the Work. 

?*£* 9» ?m* 3*> fa Ramvzzi read Ramusio. p. 12, /. 28, 
pervefnefs r. perverfnefs. £.31, /. 31, attributes r. attribute. />. 5*9, 
I 10, <&/# his. ^. in, /. 3, Baromius r. Barokius. p. 120, 
i. 6, His r. This. £. 121, /. 3, oimt r. omit. f. 146, L 33, and 
r. and an. p. 168, / 11, firft r. lafl. JM. i. 21, kit r. firft, />. 1789 
/. r, aloft r. more. 

In the inner Margin. 

Page 10, lmet 9 eodum r**/ eodem. p. 14, /. f, OSUM r. 

^Slbn ^. 18, /. if, M gos r. Magos, p> 20, /. 4, coc itusr, 



coelitns. p. 38, /, 2, reficri *. refiere. p. 177, /, 6% Scotch, r. 
Scottifh. 

In the outward Margin. 

Vage if 02 read D^. p. 82, x,*/ r. **/. f , id/, Afts 1. 22. 

r. A&s a. **♦ Ibid. Jo. 1. 4c. r. Jo. 1. 46. 



